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"Lot us mak,& our education brave -and preventive. ALMOST TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE.
Politics is an after-work, a poor p'atching. We are MunicipaJ Ownership of a Coal Mine.always a littie late. The evil is do", the law is (From Short Ballot Bulletin.)passed, and we begin the uphill agitation for repeal
of'thaît of which we ought te have oppised the en- In order te forestail a possible fuel shomage next wln-
acting. We shali one day learn te supersade politics ter the city of Jackson, Mich., bas bought a coal mine
by education.'ý-Ralph Waldo Ernerson, "Culture," located flve miles from the city. Twenty-five years ago

there was a considerable, coalýminIng industry near Jack-
son. The coal veins, however, are only about 3 feet thick

Direct Legisiation. and with the developinent of railroad transportation It
was net found possible ta compete with low priced coal fromAlderman Robert Ryan, of Three Rivers, a fundamental the thicker veins in Ohlo. For that reason Michigan minesdemocrat (may the tribe increase), sends ta The Forum were abandoned. Under changed conditions they can nowan editorial from the New -York Evening Journal, on "Pub- be' operated profitably. Jackson purchased one of theselie Ownership, the Recall, the Initiative and Referendum." abandoned mines and alma secured mining rights on 45The concluding paragraphs axe striking and true: acres in addition. Mining wýas started by the city about"We must make up our minds ta face the after-war the middle of February. A good quality of biturninous coalproblems. We cannot escape facing them if we werelazy for Industrial purposes Is being produced and promises taenough and cowardly enough ta want ta escape facing become a paying investment and aise a reliable source ofthem." supply for a considerable quantity of fuel.And it' is net a bit too soon ta begin te consider those

problems thoughtfully, ta discuss them thoroughly and DRAINAGE OF SURFACE WATERS.
reasonably, and ta put in operation as soon as can be done

The drainage of surface waters Is one of those lejaImorne of' the fundahiental changes whlch It is clearly ap-
parent are bound ta corne. We muet adapt THE RECALL problems the solution of which apparently muet work Àyhardship. Both the civil law and common law rules brIngin order ta make officials, Including Judges, AYRAID ta do
wrong, AFRAID ta betray their trusts. lnjury in their application. The quotatlon lm: Which le the

We must adapt the INITIATIYE and REFERENDUM ln lesser evil? The common law doctrine grew up through
order ta COMPELL legislatures and congresses ta pass decisions Involving city lots, where the adoption of the
guch laws as the people want, and ta make lm USEQ[XSS civil law rule would have preventeil development and been îý
for leglolatures and congresses ta paso bad laws at the be- contrary ta sound publie pal Icy. On the other hand, the
hest of corrupt Interests. cozarnon law rule is essentiÊIly selfish, permitting land-

And wf must adapt publie ownership of public utllities. owners'to cast surface water about as a "common enemy"
These are the three great fundamexital reforme which. are ta be gotten rid or regardless of Injury ta others. Such a
bound ta came. Practice is Inconsistent with thé spIrit of the modern social

order. Water must flow; It seems therefore that here the
natural law may most profitably be followed, with such

THE EVER PRESENT LAND PROBLEM. reasonable limitations as will net Impose on elther upper
or lower proprIètors tac onerous a burden.

Litigation Large and Srmall.

It la said that the most trivial lawsuit ever brought ta MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP.

trial was heard ln Scotland and Involved a balfpenny tram- The Increased cost of production of practIcally every-
way fare, the canny Scôt recovering the "bawbee" which thing lm naturally ieading ta the desire that municipalities
the tram car corneany had exacted for a return trip after should engage ln business If it tg clearly ln the Interest
carrying him past bis destination. fJndoubtedlY the larg- of the citizens.
est lawsuit on record le now Pending before the Judicial The following recent cases decided ln the U.S.A. may
càmmittee of the British Privy Couneil, Involving a claim later be of service ta us when considering this problem.
of seventy-two million acres of land ln Rhodesia, asserted (From Cornell' Law Review.)
by the Charter Company organized by Cecil Rhodes. The
case lm the more Interesting because the clalm invoives net CONSTITUTIONAL LAW: TAXATION. ESTABLISI-1-

MENT OF A MUNICIPAL FUEL 'TARD.-In James v.
only the realty but rights feudal In théir nature -over n City of Portland, 38 Sup. Ct. Rep. 112 (1917j, the Supreme
native population estimated at neàrly one million. A Lon Court of the United States dismisiged an action brought
don newepaper gays: by certain citizens'and taxpayers of the City of'Portland,

"The land adequately popuIated by natives is much MOM Maine, ta enjotn the creatlon of a municipal fuel yard tri
valuable thazi vacant lands. A purchaser can at once that'city. The legislature of the statei had given the auth-
Impose upon the occupants of suich lands a tribute In the ority ta the city te establish the yard If It go demired. The

.,form of rent of approximately $5 a head. Thug an Investor CItY had voted ta fcarry'. out the project and had appro-
in London purchasing 5,000 acres, Inhablted by 500 or 600 priated one thousand dollars for the purpose. The court
natives, can dmw tram. bis Investinent $2,500 ta $3,500 a held that the taxation for this project was for a publie
year. The natives *111 gladly pay him for the privllege Durpose and net a violation of the due proces8 qlaui;e of
of living upon the lands of their forefathers!' the fourteiënth àmendment, and was therefore constltutionel
No comment. can be made on the merits of the situation previous ta thim decision the authoritles on this questionî gintfl the legal proceeding has devialoped thený It-wbùld were very scan. The matter of the establishment of pub-

seem, however, that a grant of land Inhabited by go greai lie fuel yards and the Conmtitutionality of state lawe and
a numbër et persans, ancT brought ta a'state of cultIvatIon municipal ordinances authorizing the construction of such
where ten acres wili support aperson will stand looking yards and appropriatitig money therefor, had came uD in
Into in these dayo wheh we are dIscussing the right ýf self three ststes- Massachulietts, MIchî9ah,ý and Xaine, In
detç -itmination for. emall peopleg.. The Privy Council MaY 1892 and again ln 1903, the Justices ôf.ýthe h1ghest court
be relied on for fâlrneýs and JustiM and It te tobe hoped, of Massachusetts advised the legIslature of thatstate thàt
that the legal rlets of the inhabitante are as substantial the establishment of publie fuel-yards, with the Ides, thELt

thair- equitles.. they âbould be at &Il P.ermànený, -would be constitutional.
The remarks of thé Mielian court ln Baker v. City of
0rand Rapide' whlle theýr 'were !»X"13r obit1srý and rrofÇITY MANAGER PLAN.
nécesijary or controillng factor, In the- c»eî were, névérth0-ý

(IProm Short Ballot Bullet4n.), legs, ln accord with the ôlgnion, ôt ý the, Ma$O"ÉUB$tt#
Therë Is no Instance en record -where the manager plan court. The Maine court, In jaughlin. -w. City oflPortaInd...

hasi failed ta justify Itself by 're#ù1tsý although ln some took the op-posite vlýw and beld that théýestablIsh=Ç1ýt 0:
plateà It hag net accomplished all of whieh it le caPaWe. theme fuel yards wag ln ""Y'
That' éýa 'ta bo . eýe«téd. The plant seto,,ý%p conditions - The View of the SUpréme Court of.thé Uni .ted! States and

un410rý the body poIttic can fàpctIon nOrCUWY 04& of the 3Wne court would l géeme ta be the %one WhIO4 19ZA
1é,àl1uý 1 xuwZYý Tý wIll n&tuYtOlY. requtre ýttmè tô. "t all'Oi' the 'M'are ln accord With Modern ecoiýOMIC jdeas and téndencleO
old +iiuâ, 0 lit 01. um cec 0votiln. nion, ln the Pen*

-d îvith 6uïid -The, 46MI
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