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TIMES

officer is in the Comptrolling and Audit branch. It is his
duty to supervise and control the ordering and purchasing
of supplies, materials, ete., required, not alone by the depart-
ments of the Government, but also by the various institu-
tions under its administration. There is no doubt that the
holder of such a position, if given scope and independence
of action in the performance of his duties, can, by watching
the market and by the purchase of supplies in large quan-
tities, effect large savings for the Province. While in the
limited time at our disposal we were unable to study the
methods practiced by this officer, we would assume, from
the manner in which his duties are set forth, that he has
been given sufficient authority to perform the same effi-
ciently. In any event the creation of the position is com-
paratively recent and time is required for the complete
organization of the service.”’ :

The remarks of the report on the anunual budget is s
lucid and simple that it is worthy of presentation. ‘‘The
method of preparing the agnual budget in British Columbia
follows very closely the Dritish procedure. The various
departments of the Government prepare their estimates of
expenditure for the coming year, on typewritten forms sup-
plied for that purpose. (Formerly no uniform system 0
presenting estimates by the departments was practised.
They are then presented to the Comptroller-General, who,
after checking them as to their correctness, sends them on
to the Executive Council. The Executive Council revise
the estimates in consultation with the Comptroller-Generals
the Minister of Finance and the various heads of depart-
ments concerned. After the final revision has been decide
upon the estimates are compiled in the Comptroller-Gen-
eral’s office.”’ G

““‘Similarly the estimates of the revenue are prepared
by the several department heads and presented to the
Minister of Finance, who checks them in detail before sub-
mitting them to the Executive Counecil.

““ Any changes necessitated in the tax laws in order t0
malke proposed revenues and expenditures coincide as nearly
as possible, are also considered at this time.

“The estimates of revenues and expenditures are ther
printed and presented by the Minister of Finance to the
Legislative Assembly along with the budget speech, as soolt
after the opening of the annual session as possible.

“The budget speech discusses the working out of the
financial policy of the preceding year, and sets forth the
finaneial conditions of the Province generally, with a short
forecast of the future.

‘«The estimates are considered item by item in the
Legislature and these are much discussed, regardless of the
fact that changes therein are seldom made. Intelligent cr*”
tieism and diseussion is possible in British Columbia on ac
count of the form in which the estimates are presented.
estimates of the preceding year are placed in a column par:
allel to those for the coming year, so that any materld
changes can be seen immediately.”’ ;

‘When all items have been voted up, the budget **
incorporated in and passed as an Act for granting certal
sums of money for the public service of the Province v
British Columbia.

“ After the budget has been accepted by the Le,gis;lzam’mll:e
the next important factor in the control of the finances ”
the method by which the expenditures of the various de-
partments are made and checked. T

“British Columbia, by replacing the office of Audit®’
with that of Comptroller-General, has taken a commendab
step in this connection. e

““The expenditures of the various departments Q’re
checked and audited by the Comptroller-General’s offic
before payment is made and in this way a eontinuo!lt
internal audit takes place, in addition to the annual audit;
The Comptroller-General also sees that the expenditures
the various departments do not exceed appropriation.

(Continued on Page 18.)
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