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Vaany is flot very anxious for dist.aint possessions ; what site
holds do flot blossom like the rose and recail in notbing a
garden of Eden. Further, site bas to husbaîtd lier streiigtli
at home. Her Alsace colony exacts mucb anxious care, and
,she stili sufiers from ,Southt Afi'ica and Zanizibar on the braini,
faitily jewels that His Majesty's grandritother wvill neyer
Part výithi.

The Czarls visit lias created a new miairi, iiot tîtat of
Wlhistling the '' Itussian I-Iyiin," Che only etir known-" for
ail the tuies that lie could play, wvas o'er the bis and far
awvay or ýt tteiiipting to proilounce Màuscovite diphlthoigs
that would crack even the trumipet of fame itself; no, the
cr'ank is, for the deluded to nominaÉe bimself to somne elevated
nussian funiction and expect the crowd to sainte inii à /
~Shapka. (Jenerally they give their address the Il lImperial
Palace 11tue police invariabiy condut tîtein tbeî'e, and
'When tlîev eaul for tîteir ermine robes, titey Iind tue undre's
Ulliforin (,of a ,"tlait-jacket. Suicides are painfuiiy numn
ero(us- sonie frotît îiierv, andl a few front love, In the
latter., tue unfortutiates are youngr, artd outlive their wounds

tliose of the lteart included. But the drainas of înisery,
they have nio sbading. A few days ago, a son of middle
tige, ant( lus inother, 'had descended f romn a fair social posi-
tien to the last stage of want. They liad flot even hope, the
ifledicine for tue miserable. They managed to, have a last
breakfast at a restaurant, On returning to their roorns, they
di.rew up a statement, that thev itad resolved te die -they
stgned the document, the old niother adcling that it was at
he reîluest, and with full approbation she consented to being
kilied by iter son--to be cured of starvatien :she signed the
cedicil. She next took a seat in an arm -chair, bei' son did
the saine in one facing bier; hle applicd a revolver to ber
t'îght temple ; the hall passed ont througlt te lef t, lodged iii
the Wall, after smashingy the photo of lier deceased husband.
A' second detonation : tlie neigbbon rs burst open tbe door,
antd feunt that in death mother anti son were not divided.

The bicycle tax, 10 f rs. annually, the saine amount as
"5 truck on pianos, dogs anti costermengers, is expected te

bdoubled next year. Ladies apparently met the Iliniquity"
bgetting rid of the piano, that most costly of music and

the Illest difilcult te suppress, as Thtéophile Gantier and Victor
1~uge as.serted. The ladies mnust stili economize by paruing
Witb their pet pootiles. But the dearest friends must separ-
ate, as King Dagobert saidi wlien lie tbrew lus bounds into
the river.

A special correspondent at 'Madagiascar writès that tue
isd lias neo roads anti the tewns rie streets. Every China-

nian lias his coffin and a work of art like Sarab Bernbardt's,
0nîY sbe bias decoratcd bei' own Ilbox." Now every Mala-
gasy bias bis own ý' mausoleurn," in bis garden. It is gener-
allY a brick construction of four walls, fi5lleti witb carth and
clOtbed witb weeds. Like tbe Mussulmans, the Hovas like
tO bave the dead near the quick. The /ossec~ominune for tbe
-ArMenians is tbe Dardanelles af ter massacre day. Z.
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~(~landi Jnk Sketelies in a SOttiuul'l
llep ublie.

01(1 negro sat opposite tbe traveller on tbe trunk of a

fae e euaypu tree. H1e bad taken no notice of
til stangrsapproacb, but wien tbe latt6r addressed biin,

ie iOoked Up witb an indifference that was surprisinLg in s0
101tely.a place. lie took in, witîîout interest, bis interlo-
cutur's worn appearance, and the weariness of bis srnall
hiorse. The traveller repeated bis question as to tbe POssi-

.&rgefltOfl fidn a ledging near. Tbougb bie spoke in tbe
Argeni., dalect, tbe negro repliVÈ in Engiish, anti the

ýanger was astonisbed at its cerrectness. As the two men

laler and, by side up tbe avenue, the stranger wondered
Moeadmore at bis companion. Hie asked itim one or two

hoaî questions, enîy to chocit inonosyllabic replies, wbich,
Owtever brief, were courteousîy spoken. Tue traveller

Üitîet that tbere badl once been a gravelled carniage-

T h e n as only a rougb, tbickly overgrown path.
eavenue itself must bave been oeamienlegtb, andi

asendeti by a rotten wooden gate, supported by two very
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beautifully carved stonie colurnns. This incongî'uity was lcss
strikîng tban wbat lay beyond. A group of orange trees in
full fruit 'glearned like gold in the afternoon sun, and beneath
one of tliett a wcrnan sat, playing witit a pile of tîte yellowv
halls as a ciîild imialit have done. She buiît tuent up, anti
continually, as te hieap gave way, shte set to work to i'ear-
range thoeni. Sie took lio notice wvlatever of Lte îegî'o anti
luis visiter, but, as tlîey passed lier', tue latter liad an oppor-
tunity of observing lier peculiar beanl;y. Tt wa:s the loveli-
ness of a wouîan, but eue whlose wonianliood had gene back-
wai't into childliood a1gain.

Tue negro led tlîe way tîtrough tbe littde ýgrove into tîte
verandab of the bouse. The building lay partially in ruiin,
aitd one or' two of the pillars wvlich htad once suppotrtecl the
verandai-roof bad fallen. Tite stranger followed lus guide
r'ound tîte cor'ner of te htouse ifito a (lesolate corra!, Whose
oîtly occupant was an old and sorry-looking lEnglisît miare,
Lied up to a broken post. Here tue travellers., liorse wvas
hestc'wed, and tue traveller blîtîself was asked to cr'oss tue
patio to tîte itouse.

Charles Lepage, as tlîe travellet' gave lus naine te bis
iîost, looked round Iiiimiiin a bewildeu'ed way. By wliat
f reak of fortune came ait olti French dî'awîng-rooin into tîte
desolation of the Argentine iiîte'ioî' ? The frescoes oit the
walls, the painting on the ceiling, tbougli spoileti by darnp,
wcre still visible enougb to show their exti'aordinary heauty.
The floor bad once been laid with mosaie : iL was cluipped
anti badly broken in nîany places. There was very little
furniture, but what tiiere was-a bed, a sîîtall table, andi a,
single chair-was of ricbly-caî'ved oaYi. Tîtere were ene or
two curieus ornaments in a cornet' of the roem, whiclî the
travelier knew, being somewbiit of an antiquarian, te he gen-
uinie relies of the tinte of Marie Antoinette.

Supper baving been aî'ranged witli some taste, and a
candie fitted inte one cf the sconces on te wall, te itegro
turned to witbdraw. But Charles Lepage mnade a final
attempt to force biîn fromn bis severe reticence. "lTelI mue,
Don Pedro," hie said courteoushy, Il hîow vou corne te live
buried here witli the lovely grirl wbo seenis te be under
your charge."

iPedrto turîied. Il She is my charge," lie replied, Il tilI
lieu' deatlî or ine. You do net knowv that sie is mad, and,
more terrible to nie thian titat, blind."

IlWby more terriible Lu be Mlii titan itiad ?
Thîe negro liesitateti. Il Because," lie saiti in a low voice,

"of wbat lier eyes closcd on."
H1e relapseti into silence then an(l lef t tbe room. Chiarles

Lepage puzzled ove' Itis words till luis mind was strongly
excited. Mien darkness bad closed in Pedro reappeared te
take away tue supper dishes. IlYou're neot afraiti te sleep
alone ? "lie asked in a curions tene.

Lepage smiled. I b ave net Lravellc(l alone tiuuougi
the camp se fai' te, he afî'aid wlien I bave a roof over mv
heati anti a real bcd te, lie in," bie î'eplied.

The iuegre bade iîim "lgooti nigbt " irnpassively, and
retired. Lepage amused bimiself for some Lime examining
the roem and iLs contents, but at lasL, drowsiness everceming
bim, lie tbî'ew bimself on Lte bcd andi feil asleep.

It seemed te Chtarles Lepage that lie had been sleeping
a very short tiîne indeeti before bie was suddenly awakened.
Tite air was beavy with te smell of smoke. A deati silence
reigned everywbere, but Lepage was ahsolutely sur'e that
wbat had rouseti hint was a sbriek. Hastily thî'ewing on
his clotîtes bie ran eut inte thte patio. A full mnon, riding
bigb in heaven, cast one or tw() leaping Longues of larne into
tbe shade. Lepage souglit a way eut of the enclosure te
reacb the burning corner of the bouse. H1e was stilI fum-
bling witb te leekeil gaLe whîen bie caught bis banti on a
breken spike andi tore iL openi frein the tbick part of the
palm Le, the wrist-bone. Barely neticing tbe pain, bie Lîîrned
anti sought a passage througii the bouse itseif, anti se, came
ont upen the ruineti verandab. Ris Longue refusetoi rnve ;
bie steeti lilçe ene matie of stene, se stihl that lie beard the
furieus heating of bis ewn heart. Befote hirn a man of the
bighest type of European cultivatien steeti bounti, bis body
rigid, save xvhen at intervals bie trembleti vioiently. Besiuie
tue captive a dark skinneti native of villaineus heauty leeketi
from the Englishman te the woman Lepage iati seen playing
with the oranges. Shie steoti about two yards away, in hier
eyes an intiescribable borner. Lepage was net long in dis.
covering the reasen.
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