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CURRENT TOPICS.

The latest reports of the result of the
Second ballots in Germany do little to clarify
the political situation. It is now thought
P\‘O_bable that the Government may have a
Wajority for the Army Bill in its modified

Orm. But the party complications seem
™More bewildering than ever. The two facts
Which stand out most clesrly are the unity
ot aim and action which has characterized
::e S?cialists and the almost complete de-
Tuction of the Richter party. Neither the
aUses nor probable effects of the latter are
®sily understood, but the former is very
Significant, The Social Democrats are the
9e body who seem to be working in com-
Plete unanimity with definite methods
towards g clearly defined and well under-
"~ purpose. Whether that purpose ison
® whole beneficent, or the opposite, it is

, :o % easy at present to determine. That it
" Tegarded with distrust and dislike by

large and influential ¢lasses of German citi-
zens is everywhere apparent. And yet the
wovement goes steadily forward. Perhaps
it is not too much to say that, whatever
may be the immediate outcome, the ulfi-
mate doom of militarism is sealed, unless
the outbreak of war or some other great
event should check the proceﬁa. The con-
demnation of great standing armies main-
tained by one nation against another is
clearly involved in the international charac-
ter which seems to be becoming more and
more characteristic of the socialistic move-
ment.

e———————

The first and most persistent feeling
that must have been stirred in every sensi-
tive heart by the news of the terrible disas-
ter to the ¥ Victoria” is profound sympa-
thy for the thousanda who were thus sud-
denly bereft of husbands, fathers, brothers,
gons, and other dear ones. The first
thought, when reflection succeeded to feel-
ing, would naturally be that expressed by
the London Daily News in the rather inco-
herent question, “ Are we to pay so much
in millions and broken hearts only to learn
that the compartment eystem is a delusion
and a snaret” Pending the exhaustive
inquiry into the facts which will no doubt
be promptly made, it would be worse than
useless to indulge in conjecture or specula-
tion in regard to the causes of the catastro-
phe. Many questions at once suggest them-
selves. Was the collision the result of mis-
management, or of defect in the steering or
other qualities of the vessel? Or was it
simply one of those events which for want
of a better word, or rather of a deeper
knowledge, we call ¢ accidents 1 Was the
sudden sinking of the ship due to any neg-
lect or want of foresight in regard to the clos-
ing of the compartments, or was the heeling
of the vessel under the tremendous force of

" the ippact such as to make the compart-

ments usoless for their purpose? The prac-
tical aim of the inquiry will be, of course,
to ascertain whether and to what extent
such calamities are preventible and to what
extent inevitable? The tendency of such
disasters is to create ‘distrust in the effici-
ency of these great engines of war. If they
are liable to be sent thus instantaneously to
the bottom with all on board, not only will
a new horror be added to naval warfare, but
geamen and marines will naturally hesitate
to entrust the lives upon which families or
other loved ones are dependent, to the con-
fines of a great iron hulk in which they may
be carried to the bottom at any moment.

It may be that the utility and success of
iron-clad vessels are yet to be demon-
strated,

Home Rule looms so large in the fore-
ground of British Parliamentary operations
that other important measures which are
from time to time enacted fail to attract the
attention to which their importance entitled-
them. This remark holds good with refers
ence to & bill or resolution, we are not sure
which, which was passed in the Commons
two or three weeks since. The subject un-
der consideration was the India civil service
examinations, There has been, it appears,
nothing to prevent natives of India who
could do so from attempting these examina-
tions, and, if successful, receiving their
share of appointments. But hitherto the
examinations have been held in England, a
condition which virtuslly shuta out native
competitors, as indeed it appears to have
‘been intended to do. While the subject
was under discussion, a motion was made
that the examinations be henceforth con-
ducted simultaneously in Eogland and in
Indis. This motion was warmly supported
by the native Indian who now holds & seat
in the House of Commons, a8 well as by &
tew of the more advanced English Radicals.
But it was strenuously opposed by several
of those, apparently of both parties, who
from residence in Indis and other causes
are sccustomed to pose as authorities on
Indian affairs, and to be so regarded by the
House. The Government, too, secema to
have opposed the innovation. When the
question was put, to the surprise and, it
would appear, chagrin of the Government,
their Radical supporters filed past the frown-
ing whips into the lobby in support of the
motion, in sufficient numbers to cause it to
be carried by a good majority. A contribu-
tory cause may have been the desire of the
Radicals to warn the Government of the dan-
ger of a revolt against their too easy course
in pushing the Home Rule Bill. Be that
a8 it may, the debate was made memorable
by the warning uttered by one of the speak-
ers, to the effect that if England does not
want an India Home Rule question on her
hands in & few years, she had better begin
to give the natives a larger share in their
own government before it is too late.

The question of Sunday street cars for
the city of Toronto is again to the fore.
What is now proposed is a limited service, .
mainly adapted, if we understand the pro-
poea), to enable the poorer classes to reach
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