
TIPRE WEIER. rpFErtAnÂR 5th, 1892.

jests andi they passed rapidiy through ail the quartons.
The rival poats could not appear outside o! their locgings
witbaut becoming the centres o! enormous crowds wba
macla tbem recita their sonnets, wbicb they yelled in chorus
lino after line. Copies o! the poems wera prînted by the
thousande, and everyona poscessec themn or knaw them by
beart. Ail this tumult continued for caverai montbs. One
night at the Hôûtel de Rambouillet Pierre Corneille
appcared ; ha was very seidomi sean there though alwayc
walcomne. The Marquise received him kindiy and soan in
the course o! conversation acked bis position on the Job-
Uranie dispute.

IlAh ! Madame ! it is ta cettie that question 1 bava
coma to-night." The Marquise wac delighted. She ordened
silence in the salon, and to!d averyona that Monsieur
Pierre Corneille wisbed ta settie thej dispute about the
twa sonnets. 61reat excitement ensuad. Pierre Corneille
wac well knawn ; but bis position in the great dispute
was not, and haro ha bad coma, a! ter ail these weaks of
riot and wrangling, ta settie the mattter. Corneille bowed
ta the Marquise and praducad a emall piece of paper.

IlBehold this papen, mes amie. That containe the solu-
tion of the difficulty. Wbilet yau and ail the tawn have
been figting and quarrelling over Voiture and Benserade,
I bave beau carefully studying their sonnets, andi at last
bave embodied my conclusions, wbicb are final, in thesa
verses. Seeing hiow well sonnets are recived to-day, 1,
toa, have written in the form o! a bonnet, ancl I hope no
ana will write againet me in enothen."

Mucb applause greeteti this apening speech, sud there
was a general iclea that Corneille meant to ha satiricai.
The future master o! tragedy read the following :

SURt LES SONNETS D'URtANIE ET teE JOB.

D)euîx ci iii u t îîtgî la vil le,
D eux sonnetstcpartagenit lit cour1,
Etsemenlît voulotir t leur- tiff
Italluîîîctr la guerre ti ville.

Le plus sot et le plus habile
Fit mettent leur adi vleai, ur,
Et cet'qu'on a pueux C1\ îtttitit

A plus m clin ihauti-et]ali ile.

Cluacun cri tarle hautement
Sui vaut son petit jugemîenit.
Ets'il y faut neser le noîtitî,

L'uet .an8 duutîi mieux î-ocv,-'
Mieux cond uit, et 111eu \ adchvé,
Mais je votîdrois avoir fait l'auutre.

In itc turn thiA sonnet hocamo ýpopulI r, anti bundreds
o! Sonnets, epigraîls, satires aià othor veýrses wara writtan
by ail wbo couiti make a nbyme on the sulbJect, whilst
pamphlets and tirades in prose were as numerous. One
o! the cleveresb equibe that appeared was by Sarrasin,
wbo wnato a glose on the Sonnet (le Job. t consicted of
fourteon verses, o! four lines each, theî ast lina in ,îach
being a linao! Bensanade's sonnet. It was addressed ta
l'abbé E8p ril, de l'O ratoire. The poem is toa long for
reproduction here; but the ire4t, sixth anti lest verses
road as follaws:-

(1) 1vlonsicnrnEeprit, (de lOrutoi ro,
Vo tue agietetu ien hommîte saint,
D e couîronnler avecqi e glurie
Job le Ii, mille ttnrin-esatteint.

(t) I ii -itz- vîu, Voyant Job hmal ade,.
Et Iltîrîeradelencmisontbeau teint,
('e vele s ont faite 1pour11-i1n.4rlue,
[4 eet 11 y-llîcellle i<y dépe tinît.

f*4 iayilie leý 'ce deH i ratillie,
D it-il, i1111e JIlme tdonîne aux 1 iaitees,
Si îpour It'., i ere dec Jtleliîîe
.f'eti ettnoie le plîtem ierable,

At the Court itseaf the Job) anti Uranie cebate engagacl
the attention o! tha royal faniily, riobit-men andi inisters,
and, on ane occasion, La Roche du Maine, a miaici o! hon-
aur ta the Queen, wag askad which sonnet she favoured.
ILtim passible La Roche bad neyer read or beard ither, or
it may ha that che was a wit a! greût discarnmant, far,
a! ter heing prcssed liard for an answer, ehe surprisiec and
convulsed averyono hy deciaring hersai! in favour o! the
Tobie connet. Tha word TIobie was just the tbing ta
tickle the French micl. ILt neant nothing and descrihel
nothing ; but thousands wbo careti nothing for the Job or
tho Uranie sonnet declared thereafter that they wera
champions o! the imaginary Tobie sonnet.

The quarrai died a naturel death after a long and pro-
tracted course o!foyeer. The wards nemained as popular
cries andl reproaches long a!tar the sonnets were remem-
bered.

It is nat the write's intention to revive this ancient
and singular dispute ; but it will prahably ha admitted by
ail impartial readers tbat the "Sonnet d'Uranie"' is a
mare thoughtful and finished production than the IlSon-
net de Job "; tbaugh in admitting this it hy no means fol-
Iowa that it is neceseary ta endorme a recent citi's opin-
ion, Ilthat it is difficult ta tbink o! any living writer who
coulti surpass, or o! any writer living during the lest two
centuries, wbo could have surpacceti the mnixture o! gai-
lantry anti sincerity in the Uranie sonnet."

ILt is sinceneiy ta ho boped that no living writer will
attempt the feat. SAREPTA.

CARELEsS woman ara spendtbnifts o! their tangues ;
carelese mien o! tbeir purses.- Vauvenargues.

CoNquEîityaur foe hy for-ce, you increasa hic enmity;
conquer by love, anti yau will reap no aftar Barow.--
Bitddha.

TIIE KINGSTGN 'SATURDAY NIGHT ýCLUB.

T HIS club consists of a limited number of persans who
have associated for the purpose of discussing political,

social and economic questions on their merits, and without
reference ta party interests. Recentiy a discussion took
place on, IlReciprocity with the United States from the
Canadian Side," af which the following is an abstract:

A. The word IlReciprocity " appeals sympathetically ta
Canadians who are no longer young. The affect of the
Treaty of 1854-66 an Canada was felt so immediately and
beneficially that, ever since its repeal, a renewal of it in some
shape bas been one of the objective points of Canadian for-
eign policy. The avowed abject of even the N. P. was ta bring
about recipracity of trade thraugh reciprocity of tariffs. The
N.P., however, was a fatal mistake. Lt bas cantracted
trada at home, driven away large numbers of aur youth
ta look for employment abroad, shut us out from aur
natural markets an the continent o! which we are a part,
and macle living i Canada almost as dear as in the United
States. What is the ramady? The aid Reciprocity Treaty
would be best; but, as there is no chance o! that, linre-
stricted iReciprocity is proposed. Prima facip there is
everything ta recommend that, but the following objec-
tions have ta be considered. (a> It implies an infringa-
ment of the vested rigbts of the manufacturars whom we
have called inta being. But, seeing that change would be
macle gradually and would have the promise of perman-
ence, all healtby manufactures could adjust tbemsclves ta
the new conditions. (b) t would lead ta Annexation.
But, that is the direction in which aur present system of
protection is leading. (c) Loss of revenue. If that forced
us ta faîl baok an direct taxation, it wouid be a good thing.
(d) Discrimination against Britain. But, Britain discri-
minates against us when it suits ber, and we are coing sa
against ber by means o! the N. P. Our taxes are so
adjustad as ta shut out ber manufactured goods, and it
matters notbing ta the British manufacturer whather that
is dlone in the intarest of bis Canadian or bis Amierican
rivai. (e) It would mean on aur part a transition from
a high ta a bigber protective policy. But, this would be
neutralized ta a great extent by the extension of the frea
area for trade. This continent would ba tha largest free-
trading area in the world.

These abjections, thon, do nat amount ta much. The
real abjection shows itself when we go inta details. Lt
would involve the f raming of the Canadian tariff at Wash -
ington, and when we had surrendered aur commercial
liberty, we would be in a less favourable position than
now ta arrange for political union, shoulcl we aven desire
that. Men bave triecl ta make eut that Unrestricted
Recipracity and Commercial Union are twa things, but
ta me they are indistinguishable.

Twa alternative remedies have been suggested. First,
cultivate the British market. But this ean neyer lie any-
tbing more than aur second best. [t is open ta the whoie
world, and is therefore the- cheapest in the world, ancl
thase wbo live nearest ta it can always underseil thosa
wha live three or four thousand miles away. Secondly,
that Britain should give ber Colonies a preference in her
markets. There is anly one chance that Britain will ever
venture an se cesperate an experiment. Shouid the new
recipracity policy o! tha United States succeed as weil as
its promnoters expect, and extencl ta other countries besicles
those ta the south of the Jlepublic, so as ta cut Britain off
fram markets that she naw bas, she may feel compelled
ta cultivate trade within the Empire by giving special
preference. Meanwhile, Canada is Ilbetween the devii
and the deep sea."

B. 1 do not agrea with the positions that have been
assumed. IIaov can the United States ho aur naturai
market when it is aur great comptitor in neutral mar-
kots? 'It bas been assu mod that tbe price we get for aur
praducts is the price a! the samne articles in the United
Stateit, minus the duty and transportation charges; but
that is nat co, as a matter o! fact. If tha duty were
abolished ta-morrow, the Canadian producer would nat
fnd the price af bis praducts inureased by the amount o!
the duty now charged. The McKinley Bill bits us in
barley and hay, but so far as these are concarned it is a
biassing in disguise. The farmer who sallisbis bay is
racking bis land, ancl it is a good thing that he shoulcl ha
forced ta change bis methods. Independently o! the Bill,
and prior ta it, other causes were bringing aboaut cepreci-
atian of the price of bariey, ancl aur farmers after a while
will accommodata themselves ta the new conditions. Thay
bave clone sa ta a remarkable extent already. At any
rate, crying far Reciprocity is crying for the moon. Tha
question bas passed witb aur neighbaurs from the ecan-
amic inta the political stage, and wisdom and self-respect
sbould make us recogniza that. Let us act on their pria-
ciples in deaiing with them, and on Free Trade principles
in dealing witb Britain. Britain is not oniy a natural
market, but aiso tbe country fram which we ge t the best
emigrants and where cheapest maney is ta bu bad. We
could make this a cbeap cauntry ta liva in by placing the
duties an English gaads at the Iowest passible figures
and making the most at home af aur natural products.
We would thus successfully compete in foreign markets,
witb the United States, aven in cauntries wbere they bave
recipracal treaties. This wauld, af course, mean the extinc-
tion of same minnow industries that have heen artificially
propagated by the N.P. If the counters af aur retail
dealers were covered witb Engiisb goads, these goods would
ha bougbt nat anly by ourseives, but by American sumnier

traveilers. This involvas discrimination against the United
States; but that is the principle, in substance if not in
form, on which tbey act towards us, and therefore they
could flot complain.

At a late meeting o! the Canadian Manufacturers'
Association, tbeir spokesman brougbt arguments against
Unrestricted Raciprocity that are unanswerable ; but ho
had nat a word againet Engiish competitian. [Iealthy
Canadian manufactures nead nat fear that, as it would be
mitigated by a revenue tariti.

C. We do not assume that if the duty were tak'-n off
the Canadian farmer would get the wboie o! the benefit
but ha would get the greater part of it. [f yen tako two
pools o! water, a larger and a smaller, the larger the
higher o! the two, and cut a channel between clien, both
would ha influenced - but the smailer pool wouid risc
more than the other would fali.

1). Our policy should ha free trade ail round, ]imited
only by a revenue tariff. Unrestricted Recipracity with
the United States would only tie us clown ta ber faise
economic position. We !ancy that wo prosper wben we
mereiy sali, but our aim shouid be ta sali, only that we
inay tha more freaiy buy. Dcpend upon it, the procs
o! excbange will take cara of itsalf. The prescrit condition
o! business in the -United States, notwithstanding usH
enormous crop of last year and the exceptionai demîamîd
for it in Europe, shows this. England, on the cantrary,
finds no difficulty in making exchanges with the United
States and Russia, the couintrias that raise the hiigheqt
walls against ber. Instaad o! putting duties on imports,
wa shoulcl rather put expert duties on any raw material
that wa can work up advantagaousiy in Canada. Engiand,
about the end o! the I4th century, put expert diities on
wool, timuber, tin and other materiais, and the resqilt is
admitted by every writer ta have been a marked industrial
deveiopment. The repeal o! aur export duty an logs was
therefore a great mnistake. We bave withiu the cauntry
ail tha clamants for successful manufacture o! wood, and
yet we are recklessly sanding away this raw niatvrial
which it will soon be impossible ta replace. An export
dutv should also ha placad on ail minerais that cau 1w
as !avourably smelted in this country as in the United
States.

E. As the hour for adjourument bas conte, 1. uni will-
îng ta read a paper when we mpot again ia show that the
policy outiined by B should ho adopted by us, as it would
load ta preferential trade witbin the Empire. G,

FLORENTINE VI OIVEITES.

' LORENCE lies out on ber mountain sida," under
[wiuter skies now-skias that are often as duil and

grey as those a! the north. XVhen the white mist riscs front
the Arno, and the cypresses of San Miniato and of Monte
Oliveto show blue and indistinct, and the haights o! Fiesole
are scarcaiy sean. Then cames the firet breath o! the
tramontana, and with it the mists dicappear and the skies
become o! an opaline clearnees and hardness, and evary
dusky olive trea and white villa on the neiglibouringy
bille is ciearly and crisply datined, and the clark, bare
lopes a! Monte Mari-ha deepen into crimc4on and pur-

plisi tinta, and the distant Carrara mountains glow
with the splendour o! their flrst snow-faii. There the
Lung Arno lies, a long white curve in the sunsbine, where
people lbiter ta watch the floating ice in the sieapy green
watr ; ar, if thare bas been much ramn up in the mount-
ains, the tawny current, and ta note how near it comaes ta
the height of former floods, wbicb are carefully marked an
tha wails. One may -bliter in1 the sunchine of the Luug
Arno, but ana hurries briskly anougb tbrough the dark
side streets, whera the tramontana wbisties a iciiy. I{ow
frozen averyone cloas iook an these tramantana days in
Florence. The peasants go aiong wrapped in the falds o!
their great cloake ; the horses are weli covered with the
red ruge, which make such a vivid note of colour in the
streets; the aid wamen huddle aver tbeir scaidinos.

Only the fashionablas are nat deterred front taking their
daiiy Il trottata," that driva which is exprecely stipulated
for in many an Italian bride's contract.

The Il grandes clames " are ail in ciasad carniages,
wrapped in those white or grey furs, for whicli the [tal-
ians have such a weakness. But if it ha a Sunday or
fasta, no matter baw keenly the wind biows, thiere are
pientv o! people afoot as weli stout mamimas, with piump,
clark ayed daughters, generally dregsed alike. B11îu
cloaked afficers and slim young dandies, smoking the thjir-
nest af long cigare and eyeing the clamsais appreciatively
family groups, going at t at slow paca peculiar ta their
pursuit a! pleasura, and which is so maddening wben you
are trying ta make your way along the crowded pavemient.
Ail thece stral bomewards alang the Lung Arno front
the Cascine, wben the sky is growing golden for sunset
aver behind Monte Oliveto.

Lt is et sunset that these bright, clear winter deys
deepen into greatest beauty. On Christmas Eve we climbed
the steep curvas that wind up the lopes o! San Miniato,
and, just as the red flush was creeping aver the mountains,
reached the terrace before the church, and stood laaking
clown an the damnes antd spires a! the city, and on the bille
that aunce it. A bine vapour bung aven the tawn,
tbrougb whicb the great dame a! the cathedral rase majes-
tic, and the tunrettad towen o! the Palazzo Vecchiot soared-
thosa two outlines that always isa hefore ane's mind'se ye
witb the word I"Flarence."
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