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THE STAZW OF NEW YORK.*

TUEx history of the "lEmpire State" je full of intereet ta ail wha care either

ta unake acquaintance with the development of modern Europeau civilisa-

tion, or to study the progrees of emigration and the settlennent of new lande.

In the latter aspect of the subct the earlier paîrt of the present work will

bie found ta pomsses a mnanifold interest, wbil8t the former aspect will be

illustrated, in a measure, by the whole history, but more particnlarly by its
later parts.

Although the British element bas became predominant on this Western

Continent, aud des undoubtedly coutribute the principal influences in the

developînent of aIl the various States and Provinces, and of their institu-

tions, we are apt ta forget that there are and alwaye have been variaus

other influences at work whieh make theuiselves feit and seen in that whole

result, wnich we might catI Atnerican civilisation. Porhaps the peculiar

"smartness,' wbich is anc of the characteristics of the modern American

has resulted froni the friction of varions nationalities, and froiu the

neceRsity, bence arisirlg, for each race ta underetand, and therefore ta study,

other modes of thought than its own.
Probably most persane are aware of the general distribution of nation-

alities on this continenit. We in Canada are not likely ta forget the French

occupation of tAie Lowejr Province. Naw Englaul is knotn hy- al[ wo

have any interest in the history of Etngland as the borne of the Pilgrim

Fathere. Virginia atnd Maryland iii those naines keep alive the reniera-

brance of the days of Elizabeth and William and Mary; but we have

reason ta know that ruany fairly educated persons have very littie notion

of the importance of the original Ditchl possession of the great city and

State of New York. It was inideed a very etrange thing, that in the days

of ail ber history in which the Ropublic of the Ntelnswae beet able

ta hold ber own with Etiglanid, she shuuld bave snrrendered ber great pos-

session, a circumetatice wieh je rendered still mare wonderf ni wben the

state of thinge in the colony itself, at the time of surrender, je considered.

The bistory of the original Datch occupation, of the establishment af

the autbority of the United Provinces, of cheir conflicte with the original

inhabitantH, of the developmnent of the liberties of the people in relation ta

their (Governers aud of the hume Goverument, je told wîth suficient fuluese

and in a very interesting nianner by Mr. Roberts, on ta the Englieh occu-

pation and 8upremacy.
ibere je a great deal in the early, bietory of these settlements which is

not very creditable ta any of the emigrant people. The settlers often

behaved very badly ta the native populations ; tbe governors or directors

and the Raine Govemnuent behaved very badly ta the settlers. The Dqntch

Directors seem ta have been puculiarly tyrannical, and we should bie

teînpted ta dzaw comiparieons batýreen the early histary of New York and

the late hiâtory of South Af rica, were we not forced ta remember that Eug-

lisli calonieits have not always behaved witb periectjustice ta the aborigines,

nor Eunglisb Governors ta the emigrants.
Lt was in 1614 that the Statve Geiieral of llolland granted, a charter ta

a company of Amsterdamn ierctaiits, Ilexclusively ta visit and navigate ta

the newly diecovered lanidî lyingc n Arnerica, between New France and

Virginia, now inmed New Nech"irland, for four yeare. ' Lt was five years

before thisj, in Septenîber, 1609, that the Englishman, Henry Hudson, then

in the service af the Netherfands, hall sailed up the "lriver of the moun-

tains," which. we 110w kuow as the Hudson. Lu 1621 the Dutch West

Ludia Comipany was chartered, and was clothed (in the astonishing fashion

of the period) Ilwith exclusive rights in the domaine of the Dutch between

the Tropic of Cancer aud the Cape of God Hope, in the West ladies, and

on the coaste of Atiierica between Newfoundlarid and the Straits of

Magellan." lu 1624, Fort Orange was set npan the banke af the Hudson,
and was the begitnng of Albany, the presenît capital af the State of New

York. lu 1626, Fart Amnsterdam wvas raiBed an the southern point of

Manhattan Island, ou the place which bas long been known as The

Battery.
Paseing by the miechievous administration af Directar Kieft, we note

that Peter Stuyvesaut landed at New Amsterdam (Sc, New Yark was then

desigirated) iii the year 1647, aud twenty years after, in accordance with

the provisions of tho ireaty of Breda, 1667, the Dutch colany in America

was finally ceded ta the Ennglijs. Lt was not, however, gîven up without

a etrnggle an the part of tbe settlere. Greatly exceeding the English in

numb)ers, with tie asisistance af a Duteh fleet tbey retaok the fart in 1673;

but by the Treaty af Westminnster, in 1674, it came finally inta the

possession of the Engieh.
With tbe exception of that part ai the wark which je dedicated ta the

history of the Revolution, the reet of it deals with unatters ai a lese event-

fuil nature ; but nat iindued of tees interest. The etory af the progrees ai

popular rights, ending in the disruption ai the cannectian with England,

is of very deep interemt, auJ sa is the accounit of the progress of literature,

education, and arr, not ta mention the war for the Union. We can very

highly commeud the mariner iii which Mr. Roberts makes us acquainted

with the progress oi chie wonnderful bistory, whose climax will bie studied

by generatiaine yet nuborn. Hie narrative je lucid and vivid, and hie

accuracy seeme beyond question. It je iudeed a very wouderfui story of

progress. IlSince 1820,", says Mr. Roberte, Ilthe commonwealth bas beld

the tirst rank in the Union in nuinber oi inhabitante. Thon they were

almost exactly one-seventh of the total Union, while in 1880 they were

one-tenth [chat je, 5,08 2,8 7 1]. Lu that year its valuation was one-seventh

of the encire country, alnuost exactly equal ta that ai ai New England.

. . . Thbene plain figures prove chat neyer have so many inhabi-
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tante baen gathered in an equal period on 47,6-20 s;quare miles elspwhere

on earth ; and a population of six million [greator thiti thitt of Eagiand in

the middle of the eighiteentli cent(iry]libas nowhere developed a tvider,

more diversified, and more productive inidastry."
We cannot help ad ling tbat we mach hope that the perusal of this

work may lead many to acquaint theinselvps with the ioimirtal Diedrich

Knickerbocker, and his exquisite Il Ilistory of New York."

OU.R LIBRARY TABLE.

SOCIETY VERSE BI' AmER[CAN WRITERS. New York: Benjamin and Bell;
Toronto: Wilîiamson and CJompany.

This collection je almost as comolete, in regatrd to the list of authors

represented, as anme could desire. \Vith the exceptioa of E 1ir Fawoett

aud H{argaret Vartdegrift and a few others, everybody is there that one

knows of, and a great many of whorn oniý- hit ilevor heard b4ore. The

verse je nearly ail g-ty asd gractful. and tiovher., 4ins ageiinet the catriens of

good taste, which je rnuch in praise of such a coerin e should have

liked a littie more than one piece by Aid rich, but a~ollethat Butiner

je fairly repre-sented in three. Miny of the~ Centuà'y's üld eontribators are

here :. Bessie Chan.dler, -lelen Gray (Joue, Rob'crt, Grant, Samnuel Peck,

and Clinton Scollard, with several other vor~e inakers with whose rhymes

the rest of the magazines have ruade us farniliar. [hil consipicaous fanit of

the Pook je that its selections are taken with but oue oh)ject apparently, ta

entertiin the reader with the reflections of loyers. It is a biarp of but a

single striug'. True, the string je variously twangoýd, but even thus it grows

monotonoue. One of the few exception.s to this is to bo_ foulnd in Bessie
0Chandler's sparkling, verses "[o Sirs. Carlyle," which are well worth

reproducing
1 have read your glaonos letters,
Where yon threw amide ail fetters,
Speke your thoughts and onit ont freely,

In your own delightful style.
And 1 fear xu tate's aiarrning,
For these pages are so charrning
That my heurt 1 lay b4'ore you

Take it, Jeannie Welsh Carlyle.

And I sit here, thiukiag, thinldug,
Haw your life was one lo)ng winkiug
At poor 'rhomus' fauits and failings,

And his undue share of bile.
Won't you owu, dear, just betweanuns,
That thim living with a geflias
Isn't aftýr ail so pleasaut-

Is it, Jeannie Welstn Carlyle?

There was nothing se demeaurng.
Iu tlwse frequent tinies of cleailing,
When yon scotired and scrubý,)ed and hamrnered

luI such truc housewiftly style,
And th.,se charmihig teas and dinriers,
Gràced by clever saints au 1 sinners,
Make iue loug ta have beeri pre.eurt

With y.u, Jeannie Welih Carlyle.

Haow yau foughit with daogs and chiekeus,
Playiug eidren and the tlickcns
Knurvs what else ; yon titilled ail racket,

That mighit Thoaias' sleep beguile.
How youi wrestied with the taxes,
How yau groud T. Carlyles axes,
Making hiru the more depolnient

Ou yen, Jeannie Welih Carlyle.

Through it ail f rom. every quarter
Gleams, like Bunshine an the water,
Your quick seuse of fun and humour

Aud your bright, bewitchiug 8mile
And 1 owu 1 fairiy re%,el
In the way that you say " devil,"
'Tie su terse, so vory vigarouâ,

Sa like Jeannie Welâh Carlyle.

Ail the time, 8ay, were ynu missiug
Just a littie love auJ kis8ing-
Siliy t1iings thmt help ta lighten

Mauy a weary, dreary while?
Not a word yau eay to show it-

Weu ma gues m, but neer knaw it-
Youwet quietly ou with ,ut it,
Layai J eanuie Wel8h Carlyle.

THE CREMATION OF THE DEAD. By Dr. Hugo Ericheon. Detroit: 0
Llaynes and Comupany.

We are dispobed ta believe that in The3 GrernqYtion of the Dea'd or

Hugo Erichsan bas 8aid the final word ini favour of that wvay of dl(Hl

of mortal remains. Dr. Erichson di8cusses the su'jct froni an nl.tY

tic, sanitary, religions, bistorical, medico-legal, and economnical staudpOîla

and there are fe w who would care for more exhaustive treatmCft f

Some of hie Ilstandpoints have been taken, it je reagonal)le ta revo

chiefly to makre the work a comprehensive treatiso, anil nec1uSC ch. for~
comnnonly considered in bandling the ruatter, the historical stan(IPOI" 0f

instance. It can signify very littie to us bow the aucients dispo. -
their dead, in the disposition of ours ; aud the higyh classical cildi ore

which gives this argument its value might easily be drawn upOn .o fr00o

questionable examples. In this, as iii hie discussion of the question' tire,

its religiaus aide, Dr. Ericheon serves us with argumnents that hav h e
some familiarity ; but in the remaining chapters of the book in," . As

data may bie fonnd, and a very forcible and faithful presentatlofl Of i bo

it takes eight lines after the author's namne to informn the publie withe0

accredited authority hie speake, the reader will gather that Dr. b)r'

is very much in love with hie gruesome sulýject. Perusal of theb0
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