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wind. Much of the available power is wastcd in Party altercation, and
order to secure a proionged terni of office for the "Iis," and tlic great
amounit of discornfiturc for the Il Outs." The Ministry is always thinking fli
of itself thian the country, whiie tlie Opposition is prepared to sacrifice ever
thing, so that it rnay render flie Ministry unpopular, and hiasten its oivn retul
to power. There would scem to be in the eternal fitness of things no reas
why a nation should be crucified between tîvo parties iii the LegislatUî
Corporate and other bodies conduct their business on the reasonable basis
the members taking sides on the mierits of each question as it is hrougbit 1)efo
thern, but our legisiators are flot concerned xvith the merits of a queStion
much as w'ith which side of the House it happens to ernanate frorn.

Thus we have the Party in office always taking seine step to serve itsel
the Party ont of office always throwing impediments in the way, and doing i
best~ to ensure that that particular piece of legisiation shall he turned ont lit
forrn as discreditable as possible to its originators, unless, indeed, there liappei
to he a chance for the Opposition to snatch a triiifll)h ont of it, and to mal
it redouind, iii sorne shape or other, no matter ivhat, to its ow'n glory.

Oîviug to tlie saine cause rnich of the work of eachi session is retr
gressive. It consists iii one side picking to pieces wvhat the otlier side haý
done, and so, iii addition to rnairned and iînperfect Acts, we get a good mari
futile enactnients, which only land uis where wve wvere years ago. Frein tI
sanie cause-that is to, say, frorn a desire on the part of flie Goverrnent t
retain pol)ularity-a good rnany petty and Ilfaddy " bis are passed, to pleas
this or that clique, to oblige nionopolists whio have votes, and to make thing
pleasant ail round. On other grounids there is rnuch %vaste of work, and th
produce of real valtie is sînali iii bulk, now do the people ahva,,ys get thc fil
beniefit of this, little as it is. Sornehoxv or other it happens that tliere is
great mortality among Acts of Parlianîent-sorne are stroîlg and vigoron:
corne into immediate operation, and create a stir iii the wor]d ;others pas
tbrotîgh the Ilouse and ont of the Ilfouse, and are neyer licard of afterward
It seems nobody's buîsiness to put thomn in force, and so they linîger on th
statute book, until perhaps the other sîde cornes iii and repeals tiieni by th
score.

At the end of the sessioni just conciuded, aï of' every session, tlie quie
observer will note how thec Ilouse bias failed to touch ail the real evils of every
day life, and at the same firne there is grave doubt wvhether the rnost. ini
portant Acis of the session -e. g,., the Insolvency Act, the J3anking Act, arn
the Pacifie Railroad business,-may flot turn out to ho costly blunders, wvhils
the rejoction of the Deceased Wife's Sister's Bill is a positive misehiof, as
denial of sirnple justice. Let any one ask hiniself what lie would host iik
done for hirn, and the reluly wvould in rnost cases eînbrace thec parts wvlich ou
legislators have left untouched. Practical belps to the enjoyment and prolonga
tion of life are jtîSt the kind of things Parliament will not do for uis. Its timne i:
wasted on refornîs, wbich nino times out of ten are blunders - iii effectin1
changes in out-of-the-way things, with the fallacious idea that to chanîge must bi
to improve, and that the new is inevitably better than the oid ; or in dealiii
îvith sorne sensational topic over which the country bas temporarily gone nîad
Thus it cornes to pass that an impression prevaîls tlîat Parliament is only
great taxi ng-rnaclî ine, whichi colleets the revenue ani disburses it xvith recklesn
prodigality. XVhetlier tlîe past session wiil prove more or less profitable tbar
others which have preceded it, rernains to be seen. Tt bas turîied out a gont
nîany bills - but nurrbor is not the point. Quality and vitality alone counit
and 1 arn afraid that wben it cornes to be garnered aîîd brought into use, it wvil
be found that we shail scarcely have got an average Parliarnentary crop.

Qutevedo Rediviî'us.

THE POLITICAL DESTINY 0F CANADA.

1W JAIMES LITTLE.

(Gonclua'ed frorn aur la st

Legislation, according to the well-understood wisbos of the people," bas
existed in no greator degree since that rnuch-boasted-of reforrn, Responsible
Government, was inatigurated, than before ; in fact, flot so mucb so. Up to
1847 the wisbos and interests of tho people were attended to ; silice that tinie
tbey have been totally ignored. It can't bie shown by Mr. Bourinot, or other
laudators of Rosponsible Goveriiment, that a single one of ail the great
financial and other inriportant measures wvith wliich the couîntry lias heen
brought to its present poverty-stricken state, wvas ever sîîbnittuil to the people
for thoir decision, /ro or co/n, at the polls-that a single inenîiber ivas instructed
by bis constituent'; to vote for changing tbe municipal institution of the
country fron District to County and Township Couincils- to vote to bc taxod
to pay tlie Rebellion losses-to vote two millions of dollars int the pockets
of the landlords of Lowor Canada-to vote for Conféerating tlie Provinîces
and purcbasing tbose that beld out-to vote for the expenditure Of $36.000.000

.in building a railway along the finest navigable river in tbe wvorld, ont of its
natural route, and increasing its iengtb a hundred and fifty nîiles-to vote for
te expenditure of $3o.ooo.ooo in thc eniargemient of 'tbe Welland and St.

ii i avreiice CanlaIis fl ic beliciit of tlîe grain growers of tlhe Westernî States
est aLni a fev siUipr froluî this por1t, aîid at, a de ad loss to the country of
1re $2.000,000 a yelar to v ote for pi elasiîig tbc North West territory at a cost
y- of $î,500,ooo -tc vote J'or exlpeiidigiý $i 50,000,000 iii building a railway across
rn flie continent wîtLî otlier ('olonliatioii railvay s ini the Northî West-to vote for
on e\pendilig frin 12,000,000 ho $i 5,000o,000 in bâilding a railîvay froin Burrard
re. Iniet, 12 7 niiles, to tlic Kocky Llountains, in British Columbia, to I' save from
of insolvenc y' a féw fi shei 111211 and iinierf; iii tliat Province -to vote anthority to
re flie (Goveriinient of tlic ctay to l)riîît $î 2,000,000 of paper promises in order to
so furnislî thern with fiiîîds to squander at home, or pay interest on the nîoney

they have bûî rowved abroad f'or flhe saine object -ho vote for another batcb of
t ; paper proîîîises u Sof oo to drain tlic country of specie to pay inherost and
ts hoister up oîîr credit aibroad-to vote to enîpioy an oily tonlgLed ambassador
a to 1,îîglaiid ah a cost, tu tlie people of $ i 0,000 a year to shape our polihical
is cestiîîy and lîîisrepreseîît tlie state of the country and condition of the

ýe people, and thus iinîslead aîid wvhoedle flic Lonîdon capitalisîs mbt iending
tlîcîr nîoney ho cualle i ( wvcrnniieît to conltinue the indulgence of their

o- squanding propelîsilies or can it ho siîowî that a single inember of the
ec preselit 1 bouse of Conimons xvas in strncted by biis constituents ho enîpower tbe
y Governînent to enter into niegociations with flic British authorities for the wvitb-

ie clrawal of 10,000 of ur youîîg men froin the industries of tlie country and
o onhh)o(y tliemi ii a standing ami-y, î)rcparedl to fighit flie Zulus, Afghans, or
ce otiier trilies îvhose berritury niay ho coveted, %vhcni cailed on by Engiaîîd. Nor
~s can tlîey show bliat a sinîgle oîîe of ail tliese undcrtakiîigs wlîiclî liurden bue
Le people wvîth taxation, and are suie to cîîd, sooîîer or later, iii repucliation, wvas
Il ever suhùîittud ho, or cald for by tlie pop~le before it wvas doteriiîed on and
a eniboclicd iii tlîe Acts of' flic overiiiueîit of tlie nay. Sir Johnî and the Giobe
s, have now, lluwvever, set tlîis questioni of ''representation according to the iveil-
s undcrstood wishecs of tlîe people " finally at, rest, so that it is but a ivaste of

t.inie to discusq it fardiîer. Sir John lias giveliftic people plaiîîly ho linder-
e stand that liey îîeed give bhîei;lx oý,s 1o ftîrtber trouble about legislation-that
e it is miono of tueuir business. Iii tlie recont debate on the additiouîal $8,ooo,ooo

of paýliei- proinsc s to bc suîed h)y the Governient for circulation, ho-as
t reported hy the lcading organ of bis party, tlie lai! of Toronto-scouted tlîe

idea, wvhicii sonic miebr liad the teînerity to suggest, thiat the inhorest of the
1-people and tlie baîks wvas to hoe coîîsidcred, doclariîîg, iii cuphatie ternis, tbat
Il "111e Gtn'ernmIcIlt a;-, //cbc(ý6/," and flic G/obc, in ai ed.itorial ony a few days

,t back on the currency question, says Il tlie Goveriiment organ apparently holds
a that the mon enirustcd with-tbe ininageinent of the public businîess sbould not
e aid iii forming public opinion, bt sbould wvatclî it, and be ready ho take any
r course diat, iuay enahie tlienî Io retain office. This is a pernicious doctrine,

-andi iv doubt niuch wviîeUîier the people of Canada ivill applaiid a Government
s coniposed of nleclareclbîîd evi. There is tlic G/obe's view of the duties

Sof those tlie people place iii î)wei. It is "a pernicious doctrine" for the
servanits of tlie people to watch public opinion and uic ready to act on if, and
they arc oîîly Il tinue sers ors " %vlio wouid pay any attention to the IlwelI-

*understood wislies of tlie people." And this ignoring of the pîeople's rights and
interest iiiftic legislation of bhe country bas, as 1 have shown, beeni invariably

actecl on siîîce thic establishmeînt of Responsible Govermunent by both politicai
Iparties, (irit and( Tory, uvlien îda ccl at the bead of afi7airs.

A contuibutor ho the Monthiy, 1\r. Granville C. Cunningbarn, bas a
well writteiî article hecaded "Federation, Unexation or Independence." Hoe
comnrices by saying that 'Indications are not wanting, thiat the discussion of
the above questions, witlh reglard to C'anada, will ere long be brought witbiii
the donmaini of practical poli tics- -peopile are beginning o sec more clearly
every day tînt the position iii whicli this country stands to the rost of the xvorld
inot a perinancrit. position ;tlic curront of eveuits is rapidly drifting us touvard

one or the uther ufthdose propocsitinîs, and, ultirniately, perlîaps, sooîîer [ban
rnany tliink, une or the otlier we rîiust assume." In these observations 1 of
course entirely concur, but, 1 as eîîtirely dissent trom bis views regarding the
change wvlich lie a.dx cates iii ur pulî1tical condition, namely Imperial
Federatioiî, tu betteitduit position, aind it is surprising to mie that lie
coes not sec tîntlu hisiief argumnit, xvhicli 1 shahl quoto, is decidedly
opposed to [lie change lio advocabes, and as decidediy in favour of
Aîîîexation. Hoc says IlIf Eî'ngiand weroc to go ho war to-morrow wibh
any of [lie great I)owei-s, f u tirop)e, it is evident tlîat Canada, as a part
of tlîe Brihish Emnpire. wvotil< becouie an object of attack for the power
witlî whlîch Eiigiaiîd %vas at wvar. ut would at oîîce bo nocossary for us
ont hoe to puit oiir ariny on a wvar footing, te fortify and protect our soaports,
aîîd to bave ci crytiiîng iii reaciine.ss to repol ani athack wbich miglit be made at
any momniit, vhic enaid on the one hand, could obtaini no support as a
moatter of riglit fromi Canada, wvbile sho wvould ho nible ho cail on a Canadian
arrny ho assist lier iii he foini, vhile Caniada, oui tic other band, could der ive
no boiioum îîor glomy froni Uic war ; vhîile shie could reap no benefit from il, yet
would Caniada require ho incur ail tUic heavy expenso neccssitated by modern
ivarfaro, in order ho luroteet lierseif against possible and probable attack, in
ordor ho guard bier piorts fromi invasiomi, antI thîis, flot fromn any desire of bier
owvn ho hake part iii the ivar, but simply because suic is a portion of the British
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