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knèw'n; to the whole Proetorium, and eliewhére ; and that
the brethren in consequence of this, grew daily bolder 'in
-Pre aching the word.'

A, eircnmstan'ce tol place bout 'this time iii which.
perihapt§ the wide spre*a>d of the Christian doctrine i n Rome
w.as 9 hot without*Its influence, and ýwhich possibly'might
also have'some« share in cauisi the shortly, subsequent
persedution. Abu'.~6,Pedanjiüs Secundus, the proe-
fect of 'the city, was m'irdèried ýby one of his slaves, to
whomh,:it seems lie had refuseéd his freedom after having
ftldèdthe, price of: it:* and whose rival- in lvé hie appears
aihô'toi have béen.* The law of bone decreed that wheni

a: naste r was kilRed by one> of bis'domnesties, ail the other
slaves should be~ttto death also, withottfurther enquiiry;
on the presiumption that they 'nust have connived at the
murder. lu this instance the number of these unfortun-
ate -pers6ns, including women and chfldren,ý amounted'to
foutr'hundred; and the populàce, struck with horror at a

wholesale execution like this, where so rnany of them
must: necessarily' have been innocent, rose in turnuit to
preventthe enforcing so barbarous a law. The Èenate
met to deliberate, and after a hot debate, on the motion of
Caius -Cassius; voted that the law should be acted -upon.
The tumult grew - -the emperor called out bis troops to

repress it, and throngh Unes of soldiers, who drove back
the -peopie, and kept the way open, these misérable vie-.
tuns of an inhuman law were led to execution, amid the

groans, threats, and imprecations of thé incernsed m'ulti-
tude. 1Even Nero was almost ashamed of this severity,
and wheni in addition- to this, the banishxment of the freed-
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