
SUNBEAMS.

TrREjich operatic season was.boughtwt a élose-on Sat.
iiidayý lagt ivith VWo, of. tiebest operatic pérforinapces

'vhichi we hài"e-ever had in tbis- city. -: 1have.iiô symrpathiy
wvîth th - cli riticisims of :the jucb. -or'ganizatidn%v.hichi have
appearèd in several of the daily* papers. So long as Mon-
trealets'show ]ack' of appreciation of such,*cmpàdnies' as do
visitýtfié city,--ve* cainot expect more expensively organized
companies to corne. A better performance -of. Il Trova-
tarle thpn flip *- -~.aatcnoii aely heard-if the

cuts le (orgi'veri-but there wére hardly fifty people in the
bouise. On' several of the evenings proportionatelyý smalt
audiences lsteàed to performances quite as'good. Finan-
cial consideratiions -must enter into every uiidertaking of
this order;-, and to.expect such a magnifiéient combination
as-Juch,Von januschowsky, Scovil, Hedmondt, Tag liapietra,
and Vetta to qppear here, supported by- a faultless chorus
and a -perfect orchestra, «is wholly unreasonable. To My
niid. the Juch company is one cleserving 'of the higbest
ençou.ragement.

The performance of,LI li-ovatore was specially noticeable
for the appear'ance of Mr. Albert .Louis Gulle, whio sang
the part 'of Maiirico ¶in his native Freach. Mr. Guille's
dramatic powers are as yet wholly undeveloped, but bis
singing is so good as -to *enistre a brilliat future for biim
shoulId this important defect be remedied.' Miss Von Janus-
chowsky's Leiz6ra ad-d Miss MacNichiol's' Aziicena wvere
ail that could be wisbied.. The performance of Migniion in
the. evngas probably"the fnesi of the iveek. Miss 'uch

as Mgno agin ispaýyed heremarkable versatility of
bier génius.- E -edniondt m ade an.ideal Wllie/rni, and Vetta,
Von Januscbowsky and Knight filled the other principal
rôles, ' ith infinite credit.

:,h. *

'J~VQ e. M'sýÇ ivo sat behind me at the opera on
r .. Saýurday ..-evening discussed thle future of Qpera, mn

Montreal in a rather pessimistic tone. They wvere inclined
to believe thiat the severe criticisms *and poor patronage
whicéh;,th* e' .J'clC pan received wo.uld' resuit in sncb
companies ornittig Montreal froni their. circuit.

I ,do not think there is much fear for opera in Montreal.
Mucbý of our iusîcal. criticism is too transparent to have
anyeffect. If opera is'to be a success here, what we want

i*the fi rst, place is a thoroughily adequate opera house..
,Vlpn ýget tbat-and the indications ofour getting it are

goo&--Montreal society people wvill give the opera the
pa-tronatge it descrves, and the coiipanies will be suclb as are
ev irior desrving of their patronage.

T HE only musical event of -importance this week bas
been the appearance of Mr. Frederick Archer, whose

organ.recitals hiave attrac ted large audiences. Mr. Archer
is proa>1 y hardly entiteci to the titie claimed for Iiii,

the greatest of Englisli organists, " but hie is certainly
one of them. He is properly classed ivith English
organists only beciuse hie is an Englishman, bis style
being'much more thiat of the French school than of the
English. *The choicc of his programme at the Dominion
Square Metliodist chutrch on Monday evening showed this,
and the execuition of it shiowed it stili more. It 'vas such a
programme as iiiglit have been chosen by Guilnmant, but it
'vas one wvhich Bcst, whio is geîierally recognized as the
greates*t cf English ,orgallists, 'vould neyer hiave chosen.
Mr. Archier's execution of the various numbers wvas beyond
criticism. Particularly praiseworthy wvas bis playing of
Bacb's G 3ninor prelude and Fugue 'vbiclh was a triimphi
of executive skill. It was pleasing, too, to notice thiat the
number called forth the greatest applause of the evenitig.
The programme wvas varied by solos by Mrs. C. Jenking
and Mr. J. Alex. Allan, both of whom have excellent voices,
and by a selection by the choir of the chiurch. Th'le organ
is a magnificent onc,'and Miss Russe]], the church organist,
playcd the accompaniments tasteftilly.

PICWED UP HERE AND) THERE.

A BEAUTY show neyer fails to draw a large bouse at the
Theatre Royal. The -'Night Owls," the company appearing there

this week, certainly furnisbi such a show, and the consequence bas been
crowded bouses at evcry performance. The varjous performers are al
bright, ani furnish anmost pleasing entertainnient. Next week James
ReilIy, in the - Broommaker of Carlsbad," will be the attraction at the
Royal.

After IlThe 01(1 Honiestead " Montreal people wvcre naturally anx-
ious tohear anothier orDenmian Thompsoni's plays. 'rhe "Two Sisters"
hardly equal-, Mr. Thompson's more famous play, but it is a piece of
sterling menit, andi large bouses have enjoyed it at the Academy* of
Music every evening this week.

The complimentary benefit to Mrs. Neil WVarner at Queen's Hll, on
Friday evening of last iveek, wvas a niost successful affair. Several of
Mrs. Warner's pupils displayed elocutionary talent of the most promis
ing nature, and the musical selections wvere also very go,)d. The mem.
bers of the St. Johns' Draniatic Club carried off the honors of the even-
ing witlî their sketch Il \ho's to %vin him ? " Mr Treniain, as the
unlucky lover w~ho couldn't make up his ini, wvns specially amusing,
andi the otber* rôles were excellently filleci by Miss McGavin, Miss
Bertram, Miss WVright, Miss Allie Warner, Miss Bengough, Mr.
T'honmson andi Mr. Hlenders. The sceiie from IlThe [iuncbback " by
Miss Richardson, Mr. F. 0. H-opkins, andi Mr. Neil WVarneî, wvas
another most creditable effort, anci the comeclietta < Stage-Struck '
wvas remnarkably wveil renderEci by the Misses Edith ani Clare Samuiel,
Miss Edith Atwater. and Miss May WVarner. As Frredeiick,, Miss Clare
Samunel was a special success. The other reciters wvere Misses Vina
Vaine, l)aisy Boycle, Flora Loveli, Libby Vinelherg,' Katie Kearns, M.
Michaels, Belle Boyde, anci Grier, andi Messrs. Percy Barclay andi
WiValtei Brown. Miss Sophie Myers playeci tvc piano solos with
much, credut, andi the songs by Miss Ada Moylan, Miss Macpherson,
-and Mr. A. K. Fisk, added an aciditional attraction to a most enjoyable
ent ertainmnt.

Kennan's lectures at the Queen's Hall this ive ck bave been much
less numerously attendeci than the lame of the lecturer andi the
merits of the lectures would bave Led one to -expect. Kennan's descrip-
tions are most realistic, andi everytbing lie says is worth listening to.


