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THE SITUATION.

It is now certain that there have been
great exaggerations in connection with the
floods in British Columbia. Governor
Dewdney, in answer to enquiries, tele-
graphed the Governor-General on Monday,
that the accounts published, coming from
American sources, had contained great
exaggerations. No lives, so far as known,
have been lost, and very little stock; the
worst is that the crops have soffered injury
or destraction in the flooded districts. This
is reassuring after listening to stories of
the loss of life, stated at a hundred, and
other calamities on a similar scale. The
truth is bad enough, without additions on a
scale of wholesale exaggeration which it is
now evident had been resorted to by sensa-
tional reporters.

Though there has been no loss of life
caused by the British Columbian floods,
there have been losses which will produce no
little suffering. Some means of relieving
the worst cases will seem to be not only
necessary, but even urgent. And the ques.
tion is what is the best way in which this
can be done? There is the possible re-
source of private, municipal, provincial
subscriptions ; but a latent resource is of
no avail unless means are taken to realize
it. We adhere to the opinion expressed
last week, that as Parliament is nowsitting
at Ottawa, a vote in relief of the destitution
would be in order ; it need not preclude the
use of other means of assistance.

In the Ontario elections, now going on,
there are scarcely any commercial issues.
But the question of the export of saw logs
has been dragged in, and it is alleged, on
one side, that Ontario ought not to sell
timber with the privilege of shipping the
logs to the United States. The assurance
with which this assertion is made is the
best proof that those who make it have not
mastered the economy of the question.
The selling of timber, whetber owned by a

Government or an individual, is 8 commer-
cial transaction. In the case of the Gov-
ernment the object is revenue, and that
will best be attained by attaching! no re-
strictive conditions to the sale. If restric-
tion were desirable, which we have never
been able to see, the most obvious mode of
doing 8o is to levy an export duty. This
the Ottawa Government has so far, rightly
it seems to us, refused to do. Still less is
it the duty of a province to impose restric-
tion on the sale of timber. The Dominion
once did it, when it was in a temper to re-
ciprocate restrictions. Happily no suach
power is vested in the provinces, and they
have one excuse less than the Dominion

for resorting to restriction in conuection.

with the timber trade. Possibly Ontario
might make restrictive conditions for the
sale of its timber ; but it could not do so
without obliging itself to take a less price
than it would otherwise obtain.

Canadian securities held by persons dy-
ing in Ehgland will not, after all, be subject
to the British death duties. The official
explanation is that the scare that was got
up on the subject had no fouudation in fact,
The colonial agents resident in London
hastened to protest against what they
construed as an intention to tax colonial
securities held by persons dying in Eng-
land ; and just when it appeared as if they
had succeeded in their object, the explana-
tion is given to Parliament that their
fears were founded on a misapprehension,
since securities already taxed are not
to be taxed in England. Still, in
spite of this, the colonial agents go on
as if there were real danger to be faced.
Under the circumstances, it is difficalt to
say what is the value of the protest. But
the facts rather go to strengthen the in-
ference that a colonial agent in England
still has his uses as he had when Edmund
Burke, acting for the State of New York,
virtually dictated, in a committee room, the
boundary line between that State and
Canada. The incident, which arose out of
the supposed intention to saddle colonial
securities with the British death rate,
seems to appeal to Canadians in another
way. The question o which it points is
this: If Great Britain does not tax the
securities of British subjects held in Ca-
nada, is it fair for Canada, or any of the
provinces, to charge with the death
rate securities held in Great Britain by
Canadians? If the matter is cause of
complaint when the boot is on the other
leg, is not some redress due from offenders
on this side ?

Since there is mo hope of agreement
between the British experts and the one
employed by Sir Charles Tapper, Professor
Hastings, to examine the lungs of Cana-
dian cattle, is not some other and more
decisive test possible ? Professor Hastings
suggests one that seems reasonable : that
a few healthy bullocks be put i» ihe pen
with the Canadian cattle. They would
have to stay there a long time, say as long
as the other form of test was intended to
last. If infection followed, we should have
to assume that it came from the Canadian
cattle, though there would be a possibility
of its coming from elsewhere, and that the

incubation had begun before the animals
were brought into contact with the Cana-
dian. But this rick might be taken as a
condition of the applicatiou of the new
test. Whether the disease is genuine
pleuro-pneumonia or uot is to be decided
by a special board ; but as the appointment
of the members will be made by Mr. Gar-
diner, and Canada will have nochoice in the

‘selection, there is reason to fear that their

leanings will be to the side that selects them.

Great Britain has expressed a willing-
ness to discuss the objections of France to
the Anglo-Congo treaty, and to enter into
such a general review ot the African ques-
tion as would place British relations with
France on a more satisfactory footing.
Such is the anmouncement made by Sir
Edward Grey, Parliamentary Secretary to
the Foreign Office, in the Houze of Com-
mons. From it, we learn that the rights
of European nations 1n Africa will be
liable to be subject to modification, by
mutual agreement. What, in point of de-
tail, will actnally take place, cannot be
foreseen.

Lord Mountstephen, on a visit to Mon-
treal the other day, is reported to have
expressed little confidence in the proba-
bility of Mr. Huddart succeeding in carry-
ing out his projected schewe of Atlantic
steamship service. This means that the
Canada Pacitic Company does not look for
Atlantic connections from this source.
Should this unfavorable forecast be real-
ized, further delay must take place before
Canada will have a fast live of Atlantic
steamers. If the question of iucreasing the
subsidy beyond the maximum pamed by
the Goverpment should be raised, it must
for the present, if not for good, be answered
in the negative. We mayadmit with Lord
Mounistephen that a fast line of Atlantic
stesmers would be a great advantage for
Canada, but then even a great advertise-
ment may come too dear.

At a meeting of the Harbor Commission
of Montreal, Mr. Henry Bulmer, chairman,
threw out the hint that the resolution of
the commissioners in relation to the $4,000,-
000 loan was misunderstood by the Govern-
ment. Whereupon Mr. McLennan said he
would rather forego help from the Govern-
ment than that it should be found when
too late that the resolution had been mis-
understood. A loan of this kind is very
apt, in the end, to be converted into a gift.
Whether it is a bona fide loan which the
borrowers intend to pay, or a loan which
it is hoped to convert into a gift, candor
requires that the fact should be avowed at
the outset. If the Government is to expend
large sums on public works, it ought theo-
retically to keep the control in its own
hands ; but unhappily the experience of the
Louise Bagin and the Curran Bridge do not
give practical evidence in favor of the
theory. The first question to decide is
whether so large a sum as $4,000,000 is
necessary to be expended at Montreal ; and
if the money be got as a loan, can the
burthen be assumed without increasing
the harbor charges to an extent that would
interfere seriously with the port of Montreal
competing with other ports ?




