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Ottawa Government Must Choose New Leader
Retirement of Sir Robert Borden, Previous1y Postponed, Expected at Eind of Session-
Party Caucus WiII Decide Policy - Canadian Autonomy- Within Empire, and Moderate
Tariff Will Probably be Main Planks in Platform - Meighen Rest C.uess for Leader

(Special to The oeay icc

Ottawa, June l7th, 19420.

W ITH the budget dispoed of and the end of the session
in sight, there is growing restie-sness among the gov-

erumnent rankas as to the future of the party. It is feit that
the long-confused political situation must be cleared or the
Unionist party will idisintegrate comipletely. Followers of
the goverrument see opposite themi two parties, with definiite
policies, wvith aggressive leaders, and with active organiza-
tions from coast to coaet. As for the Unioniats, they have
nothing more to stand upon than the record of the govern-
ment; they have no drafted platformn; they are uncertain as
to whether Sir Robert Borden proposes to reinain as the
head of the government, and there ie flot the slighitest sen)-
blance of a pliltical organizatien.

It was expected that immediately Sir Robert returned
from his long and much-needed holiday a caucus woulil be
called, a platform enunciated and the future settled, But
there are no evidences so far of a caucus, and the supporters
of the governint are as mach in the dark, as ever. As for
the cause of the delay, ne one knows. Sir Robert bias taken
no private members into bis. confidence and few. if any,
cabinet ministers.

sitive information, comibined with the
Lcius, lends credence te the growving
s that Sir Robert Berden has finaliy
lis min<i te retire. If b. were retiring,
1 unfair te the cabinet te make the
iiddle of a session andi precipitate a

legislative prograin but half passeit.
Id b. te walt until the. session was

Robert has apparently teld ne one
ood reason to believe that this le the
that the laut week of the session Sir

Âs follewers tegether, announce hie
fromi publie life, and outline his own

lie futuzre of the. party,

1Party's Future to be Discussed

There is thus good iteason to state wvith considerable
dlefinitenees that a enaucus wýill beucailed shortly before the
house adjourns, when Sir Robert will place his retiremenit
in the bande of hie followers. Three things will have tu bc
suttled by this miomentous caucue: < 1) Whether the' Uniollist
party ie to be continucd(, and, if so, under- what naine;
(2> what wvill be the poiyof the party; and (3) who wviII
be itsledr

Mwst Remiain Unionietls

Th1e first decision will bw the easiest. There seemes littie
doubt thait the parity wiIl be. continued. The miajority of the
Liberal Unionliste av so burred thecir bridges béhind thein
that. there is no recturn for thei. They have either to remiain
wvithi a r-eorganized Unionist party or efface themeqelves fori
the p)olitîcaIl m1ap. As for the Coneservative Unlioniste, a
rinber, of theni, patclryfroin On1tario, are anxious to
get baek to old-time lines aind would like to see ever:y Liberil
Unioiet kicked bodily out of the(. party.- Hlowever, the nia-
jerity of thei are prepared to accept a new deal, provided
tke policy and the leadership are satisfaetory. Honl, Robert
Rogers cannot summnon mort, than a baîf dozen foliowere, if
that nianv, in the commnons.

Naine and I>Iatforin
The question of a naie wvill prove considerable of a

stumbling-block, There ie talk of the naie "national party."
Hlowever, it is f eared that it would be liaked up with the
old nationalist party of Bourassa's making. Conservatives
object strenuouuly to the dropping of the old naine entirely
out of deference to the rinall percentage of Liheral Unionists
iii the party. The best guess ie that some such namie as
National Liberal Coniservative party will be adopted.

As to the question of platforni, there weould sem te be
little trouble. The foundation-stone of the partýy will be con-
tinuance of British connedtion, the building: up a great
autonomious 'nation witbin the empire. A stern face will be
set againet such elemnente ini the Liberal party as are repre-
sented byv Lindsay Crawford and John S. Ewart.

M1oderate Tariff Policy

The tariff policy will be one of moderate protection. LIt
was perhaps best staited( by Sir Hlenry Drayton in hie budget
speech. This enunciatien wiil be accepted as the party'e tarifl
policy. lie said:-

"Our policy cille for a thorough revision of the tariff
with a view te the adoption of suchi reasonable mensures as
are necessary: (a> To assist in providing adiequate revenue.
(b> To stablize legitixuate industries and te encourage the
establishmnent of new industries esseatial te the proper eco-
nemie development of the nation te the end that a proper
and ever-inereasing field of useful and reniunerative empley-
ment be available for the nation's workers. (c) Te develop
te the fujlest extent our natural resources. (d) To specially
promiote trade with the mother country, the sister Domninions
and colonies and the. Crown dependencies. (e> To prevent the
abuse of the tariff fer tiie exploitation of the consumner; and
(f) To safeguard the interests of the Canadian people in the
existing werld struggle for commerical and induetrial
supremacy.

The real s1icking-polnt will be on the question of leader-,
shlp. There ia ne one man upon which alI are ready te unite.
If Sir Thomas White had stayed in the cabinet h. would have
been an ahuost certain choice, upon whom Liberals and Con-
servatives could unite. H1e is now regarded as out of it. lion.
N. W. Rowell le the ablest of the Liberal Uijaoniats, but ha
laclu pÈrsonal matgnetism and bas collected tee many enemies.


