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of such business in force at the date of reinsurance was $4,1563,195.
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tIncluding the business of the Prudential Life Insurance Company of Winnipeg, Man., which this company has reinsured. The amount

*These companies have ceased doing new business in Canada.

1Certain of the figures for this company have not been received in time for insertion in the abstract.

LIFE INSURANCE IN CANADA

Net Amount in Force Approximates $1,424,000,000 and
$18,000,000 was Paid in Claims Last Year

Life insurance in force in Canada totals approximately
$1,424,000,000. The total increase for Canadian companies
was over $68,000,000; United States companies, nearly $44,-
000,000. The figures for British and Colonial companies are
incomplete. _There were 457,687 policies taken up last year, as
compared with 482,506, a decrease of 24,900. According to
the insurance department’s figures, it will be seen that Can-
adian companies secured premiums aggregating $30,445.735;
British and Colonial companies, $1,808,650; United States
companies, $15,803,000, of the total, which was $48,237,493.
In the number of new and taken up policies, United States
led in 1016, as they have done for some years, their numbel
being 330,008. Canadian companies were responsible for
120,759, and British companies and Colonial companies 0,920,
but in amount 'Canadian companies stand first, their total
being $138,201,281.  United States companies were second
with $87,649,711, while British and Colonial companies issued
policies valued at $5,295,133. United States companies at the
end of 1016 had 1,474,455 policies with a net amount in force
of $467,490,266, and Canadian companies had 676,008 policies,
the net amount of which was $808,151,418. The British figures
are not given owing to one large British company not obtain-
ing same from its head office. Eight €anadian and five United
States companies took premiums exceeding $1,000,000 during
1916, while the highest British amount was $685,622.

How Business Has Crown.

Y The following table shows the growth in the net amount
3 of insurance in force in Canada since 19o2:—
% € B o ] S RSO S $ 508,812,305
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,' OO i G I o e s 1.424,000,000
x The companies’ premium income, which in 1902 was less
2 # than $18,000,000, has grown in 1016 to $48,237,403.
= During the vear the numbers of policies which became
g 'cla_ims, and the claims paid, were as follow:—
3 Company. No. of claims. Claims paid.
3 a‘% Canadian ....... s S 000" $10,514,258
¥ British and ‘Colonial ...... > 1,603,628
* United States 2o 16,708 6,488,008
¢ i D S A R R $18,606,704

SUCCESTIONS WANTED FROM WESTERN CANADA

Here is a letter, received in Canada, from a prominent
financial and commercial authority in the Western States:—

“We are naturally pleased to note that Canada and the
United States came closer together the other day when#your
government repealed the duty on wheat. The great work
right now for the people of the North-West, including North-
western Canada, is to raise the biggest crop of grains and
other foodstuffs that can possibly be harvested. We want to
co-operate with Canada, and want her to work with us in
every way to bring this about. If vou have any suggestions
on how we can work together within the next few weeks, so
that record-breaking wheat crops can be made possible from
Minnesota to Edmonton, we will be glad to hear from you.”

T he Monetary 7imes will be pleased to receive sugges-
tions from its readers and to forward them to the correspon-
dent who writes the above.

“FREE WHEAT” ON CHICAGO MARKET

The break of 10 to 14 cents a bushel in wheat prices on

April 17th, succeeded in the next two days by recovery of
17 to 21 cents to the season’s highest, followed the unex-
pected announcement that .Canadian wheat might now be
shipped into the United States free of the 10 cents per bushel
export duty, states a Chicago despatch of the New York
Evening Post. This action. taken by the Canadian govern-
ment last Monday was a surprise to the traders in the States.
The action of the Winnipeg market showed it to be equiva-
lent to giving Canadian holders of Northern Manitoba wheat
an advance of 10 cents per bushel.
\ Canadian wheat grades are better than the United States’.
Millers are taking the Canadian wheat, and in the north-west
have been using it duty-paid for more than thirty days. A
Chicago miller bought a full cargo the past ~week, hdving
found it impossible to secure enough domestic wheat to fill
his requirements, By the removal of the duty on Canadian
wheats, therefore, the milling trade, as well as exporters, are
helped in the present situation. The 8,892,000 bushels of
Canadian wheat held in bond in this country is automatically
released duty-free.

On the other hand. United States millers, while enabléd
to get more spring wheat to grind, are also brought in com-
petition with Canadian flour. as the imno-t duty of 45 cents
per barrel is taken off from that product also. Under present
conditions this is not felt. Should flour continue to come-
in free, continues the despatch, however, after peace is estab-
lished and reserves of grain restored to normal figures, the
question would be different.

By a straight party majority of 20 in the first division
of the session. the Canadian government voted down the
resolution of Mr. Archie B. McCoig, of West Kent, that, ‘‘on
account of the urgent need of greater production of food-
stuffs, and the admitted shortage of farm labor, tractor
engines suitable for all kinds of farm work. which will be
of great assistance to producers, be admitted into Canada
free of duty.”” The vote was 48 to 28.
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