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well, Ueut.-Col. Van WVagner, and Capt.
Macnacbîan, vice-presîdents ; Lieul.-Col.
Macdonald, Capt. Macnachtan and Major
lilss were eiected ta compose the Executive,

and Major J. B. Donaldson was elected
secretary-treasurer for the twentieth time.

THE INSPECTION 0F ARTILLERY.

Di;..%i SiR,-Enclosed find $2 for sub-
scriplion for another year.

1 hope the force is spirîîed enough to as-
sist you in your praiseworthy efforts in their
behalf, but 1 hope you are not congratulating
yourself 100 soon on the rearmament, par-
ticularly so far as the Field Batteries are con-
cerned. There can be no doubt that your
journal gives the niilitia a rallying point, and
you have my best wisbes for success.

1 had thought to send you a note whicli
iiiighî be of interest te the Field Artîllery-
mian. For years wve have boasted, and pro-
perly too, that the system of comparative in-
spection was the cause of our continued pro-
gress. It was te be assumned Col. Irwîn,
wilb hîs assistant inspectors, Cotton and
Montizambert, hart their standards as nearly
as could be the sanie. This year 1 note that
some of the ivay-up Batteries wvere inspected
by " A " and B " Batterymen. 1 would flot
dare say they are not compeîent -far from
it ; they are probably as well qualified for
the duty as anyone. 'Ple point, though, is
that the standard is gone, and we may have
in effert the satie system as makes the in-
spectlion of infantry by the district officers
(I mean the marks for inspection) perfecîly
useless sO far as comparison of one district
with another is concernied. Last year was
an off year for the Batteries, and aur eîght
days' drill was only got at the p)oint of the
bayonet. With the new distribution be.
tween the two inspectors 1 hope it won't oc-
cur again. But a note of warning should be
sounded. GUNNER.

Feb. 19, '96.

BISLEY HUTS VS. TENTS.
i*. Ille i.dilor Tm. *NIm Ah1.1 /I i 1 i

Si l,-Now that the question of permanent
quarters for the Canadian rifle team at Bis-
ley is being considered, perbaps a fine from
mnyseli nîîght flot be amiss.

For reasons of economy 1 would be op-
posed t0 the I).C.R.A. proceeding on such
an elaborate scale as that advocated by
Capt. l'ope and supported by athers, unless
the Doniin ion(;overn ment could be induced,
!or the purpose of advertîsing Canada, te
undertake the work, or very rnaterially assist
in carryîng it out.

Now that camping out at Cambridge
whilsî practising has been done away witb,
tliere is no ptelimînary drill, s0 t0 speak,
for the two iveeks under canvas at l3îsley.
My experience of the past lias been tint

owing to the colds contracted each year
during ilie first week of the N. R. A. meet-
ing many of the team, are nlot in a fit condi-
tion te do justice 10 tJiemselves and Canada
in the aggregate shooîîng of the second
week. Running nases and watery eyes are
quite prevalent, and il is extremely difficult
under such circumbtances te mnake saîîsfac-
tory shooting ; and 1 say it is almost im-
possible ta escape at leist a slight cold
whilst living under canvas during that usu-
ally very wet season.

I-ad the teams better sleeping quarters
durîrîg the past few years 1 can lruly say
they would have given a rnuch better ac-
count of themsielves.

These drawbacks, coupled with the fact
ihat the shooting conditions are much differ-
Cnt from those we bave ta contend withi in
Canada, make it especially hard for those
who visit Bîsley for the first tinie.

Now, sir, if the D.C.R.A. is nat prepared
te go the lengîth advo.-ated by Capt. Pope,
1 should suggest, as a compromise, the sup-
piyin2 of buts sîmilar ta those suppl.ed by
the N.R.A. and renîed by them ta the comn-
petitors at a slight increase over lent. 1 am
sure the N.Rý.A.,.if requested, would erecl
a camp af huts for the Canadians and rent
them at a very slight increase over the rate
now paid; or the D. C. R. A. could gel per-
mission and erect, say, twelve or fourteen,
which, with the îîîarquees as at present,
would furnish ample accommodation and
saîisfy the laste of ihe nîost fastîdiaus Can-
adian rîfleman.

A cook-house for a Canadian mes!; would
be an addition that would b! niucli appre-
ciated by the ni jority of tli2 competitars.

1 am, vours, etc.,
M. G. B. H-ENDERSON,

Loi.-Serpt. " A" C-)., 62nd Fusiliers.
St. John, N.B., Feb. 24, 1896.

I'.S.-The huIs referred ta above are
wood, covered with corrugated galvanized
iran, and raised on posts about three feet
froiin the ground. S'ze about 12 \ 16 feet,
with a partition running through the centre.
These, I have it Irom good authority, are
far ahead of anything in canvas ever in-
vented, being perfectly dry. M. G. B. H.

I-UNTINGDON, P.Q.
T1here wvas a good aitendance ai tuhe

annual meeting of tlFe Frontier Rifle Asso-
c.ation, in connection with the Soth Bat-
talion, wvhich wvas hield in Huntingdon on
the i i th of February. The repo.,î showed
that after aIl debts had been paid there wvas
a b)alance on the right sîde of the bcoks.
I)uring the pasi seasaîî new revolving tar-
gels were put in, and have proved highly
satisfactary. l'lie association has îeîî Miar-
tiîii-Henri rifles for use in rifle and league
matches. The officers of last year wvere
re elected, with the exception of Major
Gardner, who wvas replace<l by 1). G. 'Mac-
farlane.

DEFENCE 0F VILLAGES.LIEIJT.-COL. MAYHEW, B.M., of theNorth Midland Infantry Brigade, de-
livered a lecture recent1' belote the

Midland Volunteer Officers' Association at
the headquarters of the ist V. B. Warwick-
shire Regiment, Birmingham, on the " De-
fence of Villages."

Villages, were, the lecturer said, of essen-
tial importance in a iiîiary point of viewv,
and their existence irn the neighborhood of
any position occupied by a body of troopi
was a weighty factor in the operations. It
frequently occurred that a village or an ex-
tensive homestead forîned a part of a line of
outposts, and il was a matter of great diffi-
culty for a commander to decide whether hie
would or would nlot occupy a village. Vil-
lages, too, were often found near bridges,
crossing large rivers, and therefore became
of immense valu?2 for holding the passage ot
streams. Again, villages frequently formied
part of defensîve lines, and their occupaition,
and the proper met hod of placing them in a
state of defence, so as ta render them imi-
pregnable as tiiiie would permit, must always
be a subject of special interest to the
miiiîary student. In directing attention
to a few pîints for cansideration in plac-
ing a vilLige or farm, ini sale defence, lit
mentioned the self-evident fact that before
any building could be occupied it was ab-
solutely necessary that a sufficlent number
of infantry soldiers should be available for
the defence. Probably fils hearers wvould
say in their own minds, "Who would be
such a fool as flot ta do that ? " but some of
the very best generals had falied ; they had
flot had a sufficient numiber of troops to holcl
a village, and what was supposed to be a
source of strength had turned otit to be a
source of weakness. Touching first upon
outpasîs, the lecturer pointed out that il very
oflen happened, when ail arrangements had
been made for a line of outposts, tlhey
would be found in a prominent position
alm',st immediately in fi-ont of the lines
of the eneniy's sentries. The question
arobe, What wvas to be dorie ? The anly
safeguard i'at could possibly be placed
against the occupation by any rapid move-
ment on the part of the enemy's troops
would be by bringing artillery to bear on t
so that immediately the enemny came into
the village, îhey would probably be obliged
ta evacuate il. In a rear-guard, the defence
of a village would not be deliberate, yet
every effort would be made te render
it effective for dtelaying the action of the
enemy. This would be done by raising ob-
stacles of every description. In extreme
cases villages would be set on fire, if co-i-
sidered uindesirable that the enemy should
use thein for cantoients. The lecturer
(luote(l instances of IJelay in Napoleon's
match on Russia, and in the history of
Wellington in the l>eninsula, and afier
technically describing the positions ta be


