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EPISCOPAL APPROBATION.

Ifthe English speqking Catholics of
Montreal and of this Province consult-
ed their best interesfs, they would soon
make of the “True Witness” one of the
most prosperous and powerful Cutholic
papers in this country. I heartily
bless those who encourage ihis excellent
work,

t PAUL, Archbishop of Montreal.

SATURDAY.........DECEVMBER 18, 1897

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CATHOLICS
AND THE CENSUS.

We are glad to be able to state that
we have received many letters endorsing
the suggestion which we recently made
in regard to the aepsrate"laseiﬁcation of
English-apeaking Catholics in the next
Pominon census. Most of our corres:

_pondents based their endorsation of our
course upon the hap hazrd guess which
Fire Chief Benoit made, in his recent in-
terview with the Daily Wiiness, at the
proportion we form of the total popula-
tion of the city of Muntreal, and bis
statement of the number of positions in
the Fire Brigade to which Euglish-speak-
fng Catholics were entitled, on his erro-
peous computation of the number. But
the question has & deeper meaning then
this. It is not only in respect of posi-
tions in the Fire Brigade that we suffer,
on account” of our numerical strength
not being shown in the census- aithough,
as we have already proved, we have just
cause for conuplsint on that ground, since
Protestants, whom we outnumber, have
twice as many captainsand twiceas many
.engineers (up to Iast week theyhad three

:times a8 many engineers) as we have in
the brigade. It is in municipal and other
public affuira; io educational! matters,
ax will be eeen from another article; in
social and commercisl matters, that we
are suffering most seriously. Popula-

-tion is the basis of representation, of in
* .fluence, of prestige ; and as long gs, in
the Dominion census, we are included
with and lost among our French-Cana
dian brethren in the faith we shall con-
tinue io be trerted as we have been
treated doring recent years,as a quantilé
negligeithle—a clase of citizens of no con-
sequence, whom it is needless to reckon
with, and safe to ignore.

While for these and other reasons it is
advisable that English speaking Cath-
olics should be clagsilied apart from
French-epeaking Catholics, there can be
no objection. so far as we know, urged to
the contrary., Letus take a glance at
the table of religions as it now stands in
the census. * Ronmn Catholics' have
one column, Protestant sects have no
fewer than nineteen columns, *other
denominations,”” one, and even non-
descripts—* not specified”—have an-
other. The Presbyterians, who are
mostly Scotch, have three columus, enu-
merating different sub-sects; the Meth-
odists, mostly Irish, bave four columns;
the Baptists, of whom a large number
are Americans, are given three columns.
In Montreal the English speaking Cath-
olics, who number 50,000, have no
column at all set apart for them; while

- the Disciples, who, like the children in

Wordsworth’s poem, “are seven,” and
the Quakers, who number only five, have
each a separate column to themselves.
Xt is thesame with the Universalists (18},
the Adventists (42), the Salvation Army
{(84), and the Protestants {334), unquali-
fied and par excellence, we presume;
each sect has its own column. Why
should oot the Catholics, the largest re-
" Jigious body in the country, bave two
goluminm, thus: *Catholics, Frénch-
. speaking,” and * Catholica, English-
speaking 2"

TWO IRISH CATHOLIC TRIUMPHS,

- The great victories which the Cath.
~ olics have won in the municipal contests
_- in Belfast and the School Board elections
"-jn. London show what can 'be done by
.- unity-and bard work; and they consti-
' $ute ‘a.valuable object lesson for our

peopie in Montreal. For the first time
Jn its. history, Belfast has a Catholic—
and no fewer than eight Catholics at
that—in its City Council. Taking ad-
tage of . the . Municipal  Extension
Aot, which went into effect last year, the
Catholic Associstion of Belfast, with the
Qatholic Bishop and priests at its head,
ominated eight candidates, and in the
ice. of exceptional  difficulties secured’
Election'by, Food mnoritien.. Like

‘| to whose gallant fight we alluded a few

AL

intolerant’ Protestants and two Irish
Catholics—one a priest, Father Brown,

weeks ago; and the othera Catholic lay--
mare, Mr, Qostellge. They were the only
two Catholic candidates for membersbip
of the London Schoo! Board, on which
no Catholic has hitherto been able to
secure & seal. Both have been elected
by substantial majorities. It should be
mentioned that three Irish Nationalist
raembers of parliament threw them-
selvea into the thick of the fight—Messrs
Knox, O'Connor and Molloy, the firat-
named, a Protestant himself, doing yeo-
man service for both candidates as a
champion for liberty of conscience. As
ap Irish contemporary puls it, these vic-
tories ‘‘demonstrate to the world that
the Irish Catholic in Ireland and out of
it is true to his faith, and able to uphold
it againat opposition of every kind and
character.”

We feel certain that if the English-
speaking Catholice of Montreal were
aroused to action by r persecution such
as that from which their Belfast co-
religionists have suffered for generations,
they would imitate their example: but
they are being steadily, quietly, and
silently, buot none the less « Hectively,
pushed to the background, and this ex
plains their Iack of activity and aggres-
siveness. Is it not time, howerver, that
they renlized that persecution is not the
leas real because it is insidious in its
methods aod slow in its operation ?

AN EXGLISH SPEAKING SCHOOL
INSPECTOR WANTED.

The fact that the series of lectureaat
present being delivered to the convention
of Catholic teachers in this city by the
District Inspector of Catholic schools
are in French only, is another of the
many grievances of which the English
speaking Catholica of DMontreal have
reason io complsin, Several of the
teachers are not familiar with the Freach
language, and thus fail to receive any
benefit whatever {from the lectures. This
is obvigusly an unfair discrimination
against the English speaking children
in attendance at Englizh speaking Cath-
olic schnols, whose prrents contribute
as much, proporiionately, for the educn-
tion of their children as the French
Cunadian parents psy for theirs,

There is but one way in which friction
and dissatiafaction on this point can be
permanently removed; and that is by
the appointmentof an Euglish-speaking
District Inspector for those schools of
Mortreal which are attended mainly or
exclusively by English-speaking Catholic
children. The number of these children
is sufficiently large to justify the ap-
pointment of such an inspector. Ii is
tobe hoped that ateps will at once be
taken to bring the subject to ihe aiten-
tion of the Cuuncil of Public Instruction
or of the new Minister of Eiucation
whom the government has promizsed to
appoint.

Since v.vriting (he nbove, we have been
informed that invitations have been
issued to the English-speaking Catholic
teachers that a lecture would be deliv-
ered, in the Eoglish language, this after-
noon, by Inspector McGown, This is zs
it shculd be, but we are still of the
apinion that an English-apeaking In-
spectorsbould be appointed tor Montreal,

"

A MAGXIFICENT OPPORTUNITY.

The forthcoming mmnnicipal elections
will present to the members of St.
Patrick’s League a magnificent oppor-
tunity of putting into actual practice
the principles on which their organiza-
tion is based. In some of the wards
which were formerly represented by
English-speaking Catholics, candidates
of the same description will be now
brought forward once again; and ns
they stand excellent chances of being
elecled if they are placed in nomination,
provided only & united and determined
effort is made by the membera of the
‘League to serve their success, it is to be
sincerely hoped that that effort will not
belacking.

Two practical points should be borne
in wmind in this connection. In the first
place, it should be remembered that it
is in the municipal field that the initial
battle for still greater honors and advan-
tages is to be fought.
The position of alderman is astep’
ping-stone to & higher and a more re--
sponsible public post; and those who
succeed in the contest for mémbership
of the City. Council can therefore look
forward with legitimate ambition toa
renewal of the confidence reposed in
‘them by their constituents when they
enter-ipon larger and more important
struggles for publiofavor, In the second
place those .who sincerely desire to be
‘represented in the City Council by men
‘Who-are. bheir co-religionista. ought to
‘realize’ that it is -only by hard and un-

kY

In Londot the battle was also belween |

| xetaistivig and unnelfish work, otk in. | WaEN 2.
dually‘snd . collestively, that tbey | Faphy.bi
oanl attain the object they have'in view. | his

the wheel, o to spéak, with ‘s firm ré.
solve to reach the end-in view, ' .
. Itis unnecessary to repeatthe reasons
which render it .necessiry for us to enter
upon this municipal struggle with a
militant spirit not hitherto manifested,
to recall the ground we have losi
through our lack of vigorous and com-
bined action, or the cpen insults that
have been heaped upon us through the
same cause. The time has coms to de-
mand, and to insist upon, our righta.
We ask for nothing more, and wa shall
accept nothing leas,

OCEAN RACING.

An ocean race is said to be nowin
progress from Halifax to Liverpool, be-
tween the Allan-liner Parisian and the
R. M. S. Gallia of the Bzaver line., The
Parisian had 2 filteen minutes’ lead, and
thote who know her recora will have
little hesitation in backing her not only
to hold, but to improve it, and this, too,
in the face of the report that they were
met when a day out, the Gallle being
three miles in front. While this sort of
thing may have its intereat in steam-
sbip and sporting circles it is essentially
reprebensible in the eyes of the iravel-
ling public, and all who place safety be-
fore every other considerstion will join
in condemmiog it. The practice of
allowing passenger ships to engsge in
racing trips at any seascon of the year is
fraught with great risk and dangerto
human life, and should be frowned
down, but Lhe idea of thus tempting the
winter seas of the North Atlantic is
Iittle short of madness. In this period
of storms and bergs most people are
timid enough about [acing a mea voyage
under any circumstances, but to start
out with the intention and determina-
tion to maintain high-pressure through
fogs, showers, drift ice or icebergs, and
to make & * reccrd run" at all hazards,
is & dangerous practice. Many will
remember thie celebrated race which
took pluce some yeare ago between two
steamers representing respectively the
Cunard and the Collins line. The course
was Irom New York to Liverpool, which
port the Cunard boat reached in safety,
while the Collins-liner was never heard
of, The event was duly recorded in
verse, characteristic of the period, and
was set to the then popular air of
“Dixie's Land” in the lollowing lines:

“ Cupard and the Collins line, they both

hnd & race;

For Liverpou!l they started out ac-
cordin’;

Cunard came out ahead and Collins
gave up the chase,

And he landed on the t’other side de
Jordan.”

It is to be hoped that in this case
these rival ocean greyhounds will both
reach the Mersey in safety without loss
of a rope much less of life, at the sasme
time public opinion condemns the prac
tice in the interest of <he paasengey
world. '

LIQUOR LAW REFORM NEEDED.

It is all very well for the Recorder to
deliver a homily from the bench on the
dangers which arise from drunkenness
in this city. Why does he not take
steps to put into effect the law regulating
the sale of intoxicating liquors. He
knowe as well as we do that a large
number of szloons and restaurants sell
liquor illegally on Sundays, thus hold-
ing ovut to citizens a strong temptation—
to which very many of them succumb—
to stay away from Mass, to mquander
their evenings, and to neglect their
homes and families. He knows, too,
that these liquor sellers are often fined,
merely as & matter of form, the fines
being remitted afterwards for political
or other reasons. The Recorderisaware,
moreover, that. liquor licenses are grant-
ed year after year tc persons who are
unfit to be entrusted with them,

The delegation of liquor-sellers who
recently went to Quebec to lay their al-
leged grievances before the Government,
asked for one much needed change in
the law, but omitted to ask for another
equally much-needed reform. They re.
quested that ‘persons guilty of selling
liguor witbout a license should be fined
$200 for the first offence, and should be-
sent to jail without the option of a fine
for the second. That would be a change
in the right direction. Another would
be the provision of & similar punish-
ment for those licensed liquor sellers,
both in saloone and eo-called hotels, who
break the law Sunday after Sunday
throughout the year. Many of the men
who are agitating for changes in the
liquor law .sell. illicitly on Sundays;
some of them: do more business on that
day than throughout the remaining six
days put together. o

By all ‘means et the liquor law. be
changed in these two important points. -
ublishes his: autobiog:

bitter personal attacks of which' the
Hon. Edward Blake has been the object
since in & recent speech he expressed a’
hope that the course of eventsin the
British Parliament would. enable him
some day to rveturn to Canada
snd make it his mbiding place.
It was only personal or political
malevolence that could interpret
this natural and patriotic desire, as
evidencing an intention on his "part to
desert the cause of Home Rule for the
land of his forefathers. The sacrifices
which Mr, Blake has made in placing
his aplendid abilities at the disposal of
the Irish National Party, like the mer-
vices which he has already rendered to
that cause, have been great and genuine ;
and no better proof of his loyalty to the
intereats ot Ireland could be offered than
the confidence reposed inm him by his
Nationalist colleagues, and the high
eateem in which they hold him. If any
further testimony were needed it would
be furnished in the following character-
istic appeal which .he recently addressed
to a leading Toronto journal, and which
we gladly reproduce because of its
opportuneness :

Will you allow me to trespass on your
columns, always sympathetic with our
cause, by a brief appeal to Canadian
friends of Home Rule for Ireland

The interests of that cause demand a
full attendance and an active campaign
pext seasion, which will bean Irish aea-
sion, involving the great questions of
county government and Imperial taxa-
tivn, Theseand other matters will bring
and keep Ireland to the front, and must,
whether in our immediate efforts we
succeed or fall, promote our capital ob-
ject, the constitutional control by the
[rish people of their local affuirs.

The great race convention, proposed
by a most distinguished Irish-Canadian,
and attended by many of our best men
with such credit to themselves and ad-
vantage to the cause, has produced
marked results. The Irish Nationalist
party, acting on its mandate, has pur-
sued & course at once firm and concilia-
tory, and bas with persevering patience
sought on every occasion to reunite the
national forces. Much has been accom-
plished, severn] marked instances of co-
operation have occurred, the most influ-
ential member of Mr. Redmoad’s party
has declared, and is with great eflect
working for unity, the massos of the
people are earnestly desirous to join
hands; and I canpot believe that a few
individuals will much longer succeed in
keeping them apart.

But the unhappy rtesults of the prst
disunion must meanwhile be faced ; and
it will take time to complete the opera.
tion, to repair our losses, to restore the
vigor of our organizations and to re-estah
lish onr financial system., This year we
have on foot in Irceland an evicted ten-
ants collection; and the unhappy coun-
try is threatened once again with distress
next dnor to famine.

We have attempted to meet the emer-
gency by reducing to the very lowest
limit the s ale of our political expendi
ture. The members’ indemnity forour
long seseion has heen cut down to £120,
littie over half the Canadian figure, and
every other practicable economy bas
been effected, with a view to bridge the
gAap.

But to achieve this end, so vital to
the constituticnal movement, help is
needed ; and I, therefore, venture thie
personal appeal to my Irish Canadian
fellow’ countrymen to associate them-
selves with me in a renewal of those
proofs of loyalty to the cause which have
distingnished them in the past. In cases
in which no local committees or organ-
izations rany be available it will give
me pleasure to enter into correspondence
with friends and to take charge of sub-
scriptions.

Could any appeal be more eloquent,
more cogent, or more persuasive? We
hope that it will meet with the response
that the cause for which he pleads so
eminently deserves.

EDITORIAL NOTES,

No womsan really believes that men

are half as bad 28 they are painted.
i** .

“THE Weatminster Confession of
Faith ”” is like a canvass imitation of
the sky and its usefuloness is, when com-
pared with the original, of even leas
value.

¥ _¥
*

Now the young man who expended all
his spare cash for a bicycle wishes that
he bad it back again, in order that he
might buy himself & nice fur coat. But

[ ***

AlLLthose who have faithfully attended
the various missions are now in accord
with the spirit of the season, and to
them Christmas means something more
than a day on which to eat plum pud-
ding, .

*
*x

As instancing the modern applianced,’
up-to-date cheracter of the London Fire:
System, the evidence #of Lieutenant
Wells, R. M., the high salaried, high-
toned Chief of the Metropolitan Brigade
was interesting, He said chemical
engines were not used at the late fire,
and defended the fact by saying that he

had.“been at New York and'had-not

- | seen any such there’. To his-ignorance |
of the existence of . Oliemjcal engines'in | tw
ow York he added the'statément-that | ha

I

death, he li'pgrs,lly takes:|:

'sent for which-one has no earthly use,

London with its half equipped service,
A

THE milkman finds it mighty conven-
ient to let the water freeze in the bottom
of bis measure these days, much to the
sorrow of the housekeeper who loses in
quantity thereby.

*'i .

AFIER reading the varinua sccounte of
the recent six days bicycle race in New
York, it would appear that this atyle of
hipprodrome wouid make an excellent
punishment for evil doers, Buch an ex-
hibition is not sport and in the intersat
of true sport all such exhibitions ought
to be prohibited. .

*_ %
*

Tius is the season when one should
bave a feeling of “good will” toward
his fellow men and be in perfect accord-
ance with the approacbing great feasts
And, for a little while ai least, the
world will be ever «0 much better, and
this is as it should be for all time.

. -I"*

IT requir s considerable tact to look

pleasant on receiving a Christmas pre-

but its one of the things that must be
endored and there's no help forit. In
this copnection I think it would be a
good scheme to form a ** Society for the
Exchange of Undesirable Christmas
Presents.” Here is a chance for some
lively promoter. The Society would be
certain of good patronage.
l*'l

THE Mayor, with his accustomed
tboughtfulness and generosity, has led
off the ‘ Christmas Box ’season by don-
aling the handsome sum of $300 amongst
seven charitable institutions of the city,
viz:—8t Vincent de Paul Society, $125;
St. George’s Home, $25; St. Andrew's
Home, $25; Iriab Protestart Benevolent
Society, $25 ; Protestant House of Refuge,
$25; the pour of St. Patrick’s parish,
$25 ; Sheltering Home, $25,

. **I-

Wiscovary University has just paid
tribute to the memory of a valnable offi-
oial, in 2 manner which apenks for the
high place he held in the estimation of
these he had so long served. Patrick
K. Walsh had been janitor of the insti-
tution fer thirty years, and during al]
that time was one of the moat {familiar
figurea counected with it. He was de-
sarvedly popular with all, professors
and students alike, and was so intimate
with the past and present history of the
University, that he was Jooked upon as
an authority upon all questions of fact
relating toit.. Amongst otherevidences
of the general regard for Patrick, it may
be mentioned that a few years since the
students bung his portrait, a tull sized
handsome picture, in the hall of their
Society, and, in addition to this, the
Alumni raised s fund and sent him
10 rewisit his native Ireland. He had
an especially warm place in his heart
for “the old studeats,” who invariably
paid their respects to him when they re-
turned to visit their * Alma Mater,”
and were always sure of a hearty wel-
come from the genial old janitor. He
recently died, and, as & mark of respect,
oo the day of his foneral, all University
exercises were suspended; President
Adams and forty members of the Facul-
ty, in a body, together with a isrge
number of students, followed the coffin
to St. Raphael's Catholic Church in
Madison, and, afterwards, accompanied
it to the cemetery, while many floral
offerings showed the affectionate regard
in wbich the old janitor was held, The
University of Wiaconsin honored itself
in thus honoring the memory of an old
and faithful official, and their action is
in gratifying and marked contrast to
that of other institutions under similar
circumatances.

***

Those pecple who attempt {0 stamp
out the tobacco babit in every form of
use have no light task before them, and
s glance at the figures quoted below will
explain why. The recently issued report
of the commissioner of internal revenue
for the United States, shows that during
the past year, 4,063,169,097 cigars
were 80ld in the United States. Taking
the population as 70,000,000, of that
number say 20,000,000 of the male sex
have reached the smoking age, On thi®
basia of calculation the average con-
sumption of cigars was 200 per capita.
But as hardly more than half the men
smoke the actual average consumption
is double that nomber. By far, the
greater portion of the cigars were of do.
mestic manufacture, the imported cigars
samounting to only 35,660,362, or about
8% for each member of the smoking popu-
lation. Last year there was & decrease in_
the number of cigars used of 172,784,708,
from the previous year, but since: 1887
‘there . has been an ing '

.| cresie in the use of anufl, In 1887 8,168,

. _According to the
-bas been:guite a large in-

609 .pounds ‘were ‘used and last year
18,266,640 ‘pounds represented the con.
sumption. The increase in tobacco has
also been quite large. The total in 1887
was 218184857 pounds and last year
260,784,812 ponndin, Of this 153,397,907
was plug, 11,761 690, was fine cut and
83,258,984 pounds was smoking tobacco,
All of which goes to show that the
smoker ia a power in the land.
Q*I'

JusT how well the A P.A. ia beloved
by the sensible people of the United
Btates may be learned by the following
extract from the New York Times:

Attornev General McKenns may have
been a bit discouraged when many
prominent judges and lawyers of his own
State openly and earnestly opposed his
elevation to the Supreme Court bench
but of course his apprehensions have
disappeared, now that the A.P.A. has
been kind enough to protest against bis
sppoiotment. This arganization hay
greatl power over public opinion, and its
enmity is most valuable. A candidate
who can secure 8 good strong expression
of that enmity is practically sure of get-
ting what he wanta, unless his ambition
tarns toward an office in some backwoods
place where ignorance and prejudice
flourish unmolested by common aense
or education. Itis not quite logical to
give & man something because the A P,
A, dislikes him, but the impnlse {0 do
80 14 very strong. :

DEAF MUTES,

UNDER THIé DIRECTION OF THE PROVIDENCE

NUNS, GIVE AN ENTERTAINMENT TO THE

LADY PATRONESJES UF THE RECENT
BAZAAR.

A very charming little enterlainment,
was given on the evening of the Uth
December, in the hall of the Institute,
by the deaf mutes under the care of the
Siat- rs of Providence in 3t. Denia street.
It waa in gratitude to the Lady Patron-
easea for their cflorte during the Bazaar,
and was most touching. Iu fact, the
addresees made by these sfiicted creat-
ures and the prayer which they offered
up in their newly acquired apeech for
their benefaclors, drew tears from many
eyea. It is 80 noble a charity, and every
one who helps it in any way seema to
feel mo fully repaid by the veritable
transforn.ation of mere animale iato
soulful human beings. An illustration
of the two-fold method of instrnclion
was followed with much interest and
those present realized, perhaps, a little
of the infinite toil and patience required
by the Sisters to produce the happy re-
snits seen. The tableaux, especially
that ot 8t. Elizabeth giving charity,were
eflective—the Abbé de I'Lpée, tirst
benefactor of these afllicted ones, ap-
peared at the sile of the group. Another
charming feature was the gymnastic
cadenced exercises of a number of tight-
ly clad little cnes, who appeared to keep
perfect time to the music, not a note of
which they heard.

Altogether it was a delightful little
soirde and of the large audience yresent
not one regretted, I am sure, having con-
tributed their mite, and so gained a
ahare in that simple, touching gratitude
and that prayer, which must be eo
powerful above for all who had been
their benefactors.

A T. 8.
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81. PATRICK’S T. A. & B. SOCIETY,

The regular monthly meeting of the
St. Patrick’a ‘Total Abstinence and
Benefit Society was held Sunday after-
noon, December 12th. Owing to the
closing of the young ladies’ Miasion,
the usual religious exercises were dis-
pensed with, The pledge was'admin-
1stered bv the Rev, J. A, McCallen, 5.8.,
Rev, President of the Society, to twelve
persons, all of whom joined the ranks of
the Society. Mr. John Walsh presided
at the meeting held subsequently. In
response to a circular which was dis-
tributed amongst the boys duaring their
Mission, to join the society, quite a
number were present ranging 1in age
from ten to fourteen years and were,
during the course of the meeting, enroll-
ed on the books of the Society.

On Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock there
will be & meeting in the hall for any
others who may wish to join the society.

The annual meeting of the.Society will
be held on Tuesday evening, December
2lat, at 8 p.m., when the various reporis
ot the otficers will bg presented and the
elaction of officers will take place.

The Fathers of the Society of Jesus
have begun the direction of the splendid
Seminary at Anagni, to be called the
Leonine Institute, with which the gener-
osity of Leo X1IL[. has endowed the Ca-
thedral of the diocese in which he was
born. The building is vast and 1mposing
and provided with every neccssary down
to such details as gas and eiectric light.

C em— e

The health of His Holiness is & matter
in whick the whote Catholic world s so
.much. interented that' his slightest ail-
ments’ are treated as matters sufticiently
serious to circulate througb evéry avail
able medium, Recently “a statement
went forth that he was seriously indis
pozed. Bt
This was a gross exaggeration of fact,
originating probably from the circum-
‘stance that on the previous'day, Friday,
His Holiness ‘had -countermanded : the
‘usual ‘* anticamera - ea¥it-is" called,

. g -

‘mpaning the attendande of tbé high dig-

B

“I'he'had- never seen’ s water-tower;4nd ' tok

el
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