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THE SNOW ON THE GREAT ST. BERNARD.

In December, ISSO, a large quantity of snow feul, and causeà

enormous avalanches round Mont St. Bernard. Th'convent issi

tiated a little below the point of perpetual snow, and there often

fils so great a quantity in winter, that the summer is net long
enough te remove it. There was, in fact, a time when it wa

feared the masses would turn intô a glacier. These fears, howe-
ver, exist no longer ; for since the beautiful experiments of Benetz

upon the enormotus glaciers of Gietroz, viich he melted by cover-

ing it with water, fron the mnelting of more elevated snows, a glt.
cier can be forned almost iwhere we wish.

Snow, cold as it feels te the touch, is stili less so than ice, and
observation early found in this difference of temperature an einfalli
ble ncans of restoring limbs recently frozen, which is used by the
monks vith great success. When they encounter a traveller, woli

cannot use his limbs, they begin by ascertaining whether they are

only stifened or actually frozen. In the first case, they apply ta
the limbs simple friction only ; in the latter, they rub the patient

with snow, on the spot, without waiting te transport him te the

convent. At the convent, the frozen liinb is pluiged into snow-

water till it thaws, and a cure follows speedily. The use of fire
and lient is most especially te be avoided. Count Tilly had his

feet severely frozen in ascending the mountain, and on descending
wrapped thenm in a sheep's-skin, the lieat of vhich caused the fee
te swell to an enormous size ; after four days, gngrene ensued,
and it required all the skill ofthe physicians of Genoa te save his

feet.
One of the effects of snow, and one vhich follows still more

speedily when we arc fatigued, is that of putting to'sleep by the
ctmbined influence ofthe monotony of the spectacle, and the né-,-

tion of the cold on the brain. Wo te the traveller, if lhe vields,
while in the snow, te thc profound lethargy that le feels overpav-
ering hlim ; he-will awake only in' eternity. Tihe cold will con-
tract the orifices of the vessels, the circulation will invariably di-
minish, the surrace of thé body wil) begin to be lifeless, the blood
will flow back on the brain, which yielded ta the cold more slov-
ly, aid 'gorges it ; and his existence will end without pain, with-
out suffering. In 1829, the monkzs found on the road a man stand-
inmg upright, resting' on his staff, one leg raised, and the foot set
down in the attitude of a man ascending a lheight. He had fallen
asleep in -this position, and lhad been frozen to death instanty. He
had a knapsack, and over it another, which belonged ta a fellow-
traveller, who lay dead near hirm, and wlo was afterwards ascer-
tained to be his uncle.

"On the 29t1 of September, 1829, (the monks told me,)-some
'travellers reached the conveiit during a horrible storm, and in-
formed us that the great quantity of snow, and regard ta their own
safety, hd obliged them ta leave a man and woman behina thema,
aUbout halfena leaguefrom the hospice. 'We inmediately went in
,seeich of them ; but the unfortunate .beings had lost their way,
and -were baried under the sndw. We-searched for itam tili night,
-but.in vain, and renewed the search with no- better success. The
same day another traveller died who iad been overtcakenby night.
Three says after, we found their bodies."

"More than once," says an English traveller, relàtinrg his as-
cent of Mont Blanc, " we asked of our guides to let us lie down
on the snow a few minutes, te indulgé a longing for sleep whiclh
no one can conceive who lias not experienceditI We were often

'forced tohaIt to take breatLh, and at every stoppiige slamber over-
powered us. After acending to the Grand Plateau, I isked
Courtes,tie guide, if I might not sleep n thé snow for a few mni
nutes. Fe consented, but ,eluctantly; and the next inute I was
sound asldep. In a few minutes -he aroised me, else I might
have slept on for ever." In fact, the guides rarely allow travel-
lers 'who pass the rnight at the camp of Grands Mulets, la ascend-
Ing or descending Mont Blanc, to sper d the whole niglt there.i
They awalen them öften ia ascertain whether thleir elbows, shoul-
ders, or-knees, are not trozen, as thosÉe articulatiòns are the first

,Parts affected during slep.

The constant presence et snw increases an- influence on the
atmosphere, which re-ats in different ways on the humanorgani-
zation. - The coolness it gives te the air, renders long stay in tie
region painful. -Its reflection of tie rays et light that strikô on it,
produces Most striking efflects on the skin. It renders il rough,
red, ind tanned, and covers il with vatery pustules, which are

'pginfuul, though easily removed. It irritates the optic nerves, and
-pròducás an opithalmia, vhich is always harderto remove in pro-
.portion to the recentnes of th snow and thclearnèss of the air.,
Some persans isoon renders blind " soeméor a sh rt ime, others,
as wvas lhe case vith Cyrus' soldiérs, for lite, lt ls well kunown
that the inhahitants et polar regions have more or less feeble vi-
siah, and that may are blind by the time they are twenty

Tha Col du Bonhomme is; perhaps, the most subject te changes
ef temperature of äny of the passes of the Alps; and] (he most dan-

geroâs tram the' frequenc and] violence of the stormis that pîass
over it. Accidents happen trom sénow-stormseveryweek, and I J

muuight almnost say everygiay. Withuout'goingback' te tradition, I
will mention a melanchol wpbnoyich; hgpfpened .in our on
time. In Septer yer, .830, two.y n Fg in n o egtKn
ortwenty, Messrs. Camp~J anwaly ere taveiim

Svitzerland under th care of their tutor. When they rive at
d Cbamonni, they took a guile, a stout and prudent man, ànd pro-
- ceeded te the Col du Bonhomme with ail the ardeur andidety of

n youh ; when they reached a bouse near the Plau (plateau) des
Danes, ivhichi s tie last you ieet in going towards the Col, they

S wished te talke dinner.' Unfortunately, a aunuber of young men
from a school.which had just left, hnd taken with then all t]he pro-
visions usually kept in such louses. They were far from dreanm-

- ing how ftal this circumstance, seemingly se trivial,vould ba to
them. Urged on by hunger, they lefc at once, in the hope of over-
taking the young men, and obtaining somae fod from tha remains
of the provisions they had crried off,; but no one was te be sean,
nnd the pursuit, made at great speed, onuly served te add te their
hunger and fatigue. Nor was this all. During the time whieih
Vould hgve been required for taking their meal at the auberge,

a which they enployed in walking, the atrmosphere, thus far cali
and clear, underwent se instantanceous a change, tiat the wlol e

t four found themselves in one of the severest storms of that bleak
c region, without the least suspicion of it, even on the part of their

guide. Tlhey were cut ýo the banc by a tierce and icy wind:
B blinded hy a whirlwind of snow, and carried off their feet by sud-

den whirlwinuds. One, of the young men, who had been most
w %eakened by hunger and fatigue, seized with terrer at itle unex-
pected horrors around hin, stopped suddenly short, as if petrifled,
deprived of hearing.and motion. The guide took him in his arms,
wrapped him up in his own gairments ; opened his breast and
pressed him te it, te comrriunicate te him soma portion of the
hent ofthis body, spoke affectionately ta him te encourage and
console him ; but in vain-he clnsped a corpse. The other, Mr.
-aBranckley, terriled at the ontbrenk of the storm, fell down on the
snow, stupitied with cold. I-le half rose up attinies and embrnced
the knees oftheir guide, as thougi.to thank him tor lhis efforts in
behalfoflhis friend. But vhen lue saw that that friend was lest
to him furever, lue began to shrink, spite o ail the attentions et
his tutor. T-e gradually censedi to turn his eyes towards the stiff-
ened corpse, and Jet his hbed fall on the snow never to raise it
again. The tutor, in despair at these scenes of horror, bore theam,
nevertheless, witli manly courage. As soon as the sturm wPs over,
and it did net last long, ho placed one of the frozen bodies on the
guide's shoulders, and bore the -aother himsealf te the nerrest cet-
tage. Every means thaat could be obtained were thero tried te re-
store ienm ta animation, but in vain, and the unlappy tuter re-
paired ta Geneva te order two coffins for his ill-fated pupils,
whse carriage and courier were yet waiting for themi te pursue
their tour of plensure. Before the day fixed.or their interment,
the tutor vas deid. Ilis strength of coruthution saved luim at the
Col; griefdestroyed him t Geneva. A'third cofin vas orde-ed,
and the funeral was attended by alltthe-crowd of gay travellers
assembled in tha; city.-Lon. .Mirror.

GAXrNG' 1Y MYIAcaxiEni.-The New Orleans papers give
an account of the breaking up of a gambling establishment,' the
operations of which, it seems, were carried on by maclinery.
The Bee thus descri bas the apparatus :

Tn a back room in the second story was a round table fixed in
iron shoes sa as to be immovable. Two of the legs of this tablé
were hallow. Down the hollow legs wires were run te the floor,
and along the flâor in"grooves made for.tlie purpose te thei vnll,
then up the wail te the third story, thence te a point immeliately
above the centre of the table. The wires wero communicatted
from the table te the point above in the manner used in bell hang-
ing. The grooves througlu which thiey rau were inlaidr with sofiest
bucisin, se as to prevent a noise in pulling them ; the grooves
were then covered over with thin copper and a carpet screened
ail fromr view ; the grooves in le wall were papered over se as
te prevent detection. Immediately above the card table the ceil-
ing was ornamented with a circular painting, after the fashions of
some parlors. In the centre of the painting was a hook as if to
suspend a lamp. The ceiling was cut into smnall hiols, which
could not be detected from below, because they represented cor-
tain portions of the figures of the paintings. Wlhen a party was
engaged at play, a persan above could look down upon te hands, i
and by pulling the wires give his partner at te table any intima-
tion as te the strength of the opposing hands which an agreed signal
mnighlt indicate. The roonmuabove was kept clark, whicli aise pre-d

vented the players from ascértaining the cheat, particularly aI
night. 

1

APPALLING STATEMENT.-Froml a statement made 1by tihe

;Committee othe Blritish and] Foreign Smillora' Society, it appears
that withuin the short period et four rñionths and] three d]'a pre-t
vieus to April last, there huad been wrecket] one hsundred] and six-
ty vessals-ail of whoso crews bad] perished!-Averaging the crew
of each ship at ten, will give a loss of oneîlhousand and six hundred I
lives ! , I is furdber shownu that of vessels stranded], foundered,
aband.ened], not heard et, &c. within the same period, the niumber
of vessaesaff'ected by such catastrophes are 576. If only ena soul r
1hasperishuedfrom each cf the vessals which have suffered] from s
the aoecntnece we number a loss ef five hundred] and] se-.

venty-six lives ! Thenadd to these four hundred and twenty four
certainly known to have perished, and we have a total from aIl

causes, or at least two thousand and six hundred lives ! on an

average something mure than twenty one every day during the
period of four short months

GREA TI.-In France, aniap is now in process of Com-
pletion, made of tho earth itself, exposed to the s , and occpy-
ingabove an acre of groind : it is said te "l ropesentFrance, wi!h
iLs mountains, seasislands, vegetable productionsi canais, cities,
&c." The mn is sitnated at no great distance from Paris, near
the Cliaussec du Maine, on the soutl-east side of the city.. It
comprehends the whole of France, Corsica, Swiizerland, Pied-
mont, the Milanese, and parts or Germany, Belgium, and Re-
nish Prussin. The sale on which it is constructed is that of 182
millimetres tn a degrec, being something less thon t inches per
mile--a scale which is ofa Eize te mark the principal featuregof a
country with sufficient distinctness, wlere the city of Paris might
be nearly a foot in extont, and a river like the Thames almost half
an inch ncross at London Bridge. It is made of carth chiefly;
the rivers are channels made on a scale proportionate to the rest
of the map ; water runs along them, and falls into the son, whiqh
is placed upon its coasis, deep enough to receive little flat-bottom-
ed boats.

Too MCI LATIN ANn GnEEx.-"' The English clergy, in
wihose hands education entirely rests, brings up the firstyoung
men of the cuntry as if they were ail to keep grammar schooli
in little country towns ; and a nobleman, upon whose knowledge
and liberality the honour and welfare of his.country may depond.
is diligently worried, forhalf his.life, with the small pedantry of
longs and shorts. There is a timid and absurd apprehension, on
the par t ofrecclesinstical tutors, of letting out the minds of youth
upon diflicult and important subjects. Tbey fancy that menfal
exertion must end in religious scepticism : and, te preserve the
principles of their pupils, they confine themitb the safe and elegant
imbecility of classical learning. At present, we act with the
minds ofour young mon, as the Dutch did vith their exuberant
spices. An infinite quantity of talent is annually destroyed in the
Universities of Englaind by the miserablo jbalousy nncjtiIeness
of ecclesiastieal instructors. It is in vain, to sny we have prd-
duced groat men under this system. -We have produced grèàti
men-under all systems. Every Englishman rst'rh as hälis
life in learning Latin and Greek ;ypnd, <lassicdiearningi sti
posed t6 have produced the talepts which' it a tt
extingîiish. It.is scarcély possible lo preventg .t meni r
rising up under-ariy sy4tem ofeducatio
men Memonology'or Tlog~,y ndfyo'u vil
portion of original genius, in rn
of ignorance a4d folly."-rom theorks of Rev ydneyi

IIAR CAsEs.-To serve fithifully and not to ploas'e
To go' on a journey to sec a friend, and meet with a cold recep-

tien.

To give a friendly varning, and have your utive suspected;
and your kindness roquited] with coldness opî'l f&e0.

To do tie best you can, and thea e contemptaôusly told by

those who would give you neither couii.te 'nor advice, that you-
ought to have done better.

To work hard halrofone's life in arhassing a fortune, and then
to spend the rest of his life in watching.a fortune just for his vie-
tuals and clothes.

To love and not b loved again.

CULTIVATIoN oF PoTAToEs.-So recently as 1768, W-hite oC-
Selborne writes :--" Potatoes have prevailed in this'littile istrice

by means of premiums, within thAse twenty yeors only, and are
much esteemed here now by the poor, who would scarce have

ventured to taste tlhem in the last reign."

The Earth, with its sacred face, is the symbol or the Past ; the
Air und -eavens, of Futurity.-Coleridge.

Silence dos not always mark visdom. I was at dinner, some
Lime ago, in company with a man, who listened to me and snid no-
thing for a long time ; but he nodded his head, and I thought him
intelligent. At length towards the end o the dinner, some apple
dumplings were placed on the table ; and my man hlad no sooner
seen themn than ho burstforth witl-" them's thejockeys fot me."
1 wish Spurzheim could have examined the fellow's head..-1b.

lA pprNEss.An eminent modern writer*beautifnlly says
' The foundation of domnestic happiness is faith in the viriue oif
woman ;'the foiîndation of political hiappines, a confidence rih
he integrity of mani ; the foundation of áiill appimess; tempo'ra1t
and eternal, reliancQ on the goodness of God]."

SYou're a gopd4 ok-keeper'," as the librarian~ sala
person would'nt retarn4a book hue borrowed. -

"Sir, you aie*afooL;". "< Didyo calmafo a

" Yes sir !" " You dQ, sir ?"- "< Yes, sir-I would .cal any
man a fool who. ihveasyou did."-"' Oh ! yougou dal
any rrian a fool. Thien I cannot conuider it parsonl a~ ,~:
you good morng, sir." .-
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