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THE SNOW ON THE GREAT ST. BERNARD.

In December, IS30, a large quantity of snow fell, and caused
enormous avalanches round Mont St. Bernard.  The' convent is si-
tuated a little below the point of perpetual snow, and there often
fulls so great a quantity in winter, that the summer is not long
enough to remove it. There was, in fact, a time when it was
feared the masses would turn intd a glacier. These fears, howe-
ver, exist no longer ; for since the beautiful experiments of Benetz,
upon the enormous glaciers of Gietroz, which he melted by cover-
ing it with water, from the melting of more elevated snows, a gh—
cier can be formed almost where we wish,

Snow, cold as it feels to the touch, is still less so than ice, and
observation early found in this difference of temperature an anfulli-
ble means of restoring limbs recently frozen, which is used by the
monks with great success. When they encounter a traveller, who
cannot use his limbs, they begin by ascertaining whether they are
only stiffened or actually frozen. In the first case, they apply to
the limbs simple friction only ; in the latter, they rub the patient
with show, on the spot, without waiting to transport him to the
convent. At the convent, the frozen linb is plunged into snow-
water till it thaws, and a cure follows speedily. The use of fire

' ‘and heat i3 most especially to be avoided. Count Tilly had his
feet saverely frozen in ascending the mountain, and on descending
wrapped them ina she_ep’s-skin. the heat of which caused the feet
to swell to an enormous size ; after four days, gangrene ensved,
‘and it required all the skill of the physicians of Genoa to save his
feet.

’ One of theeflects of snow, and one which follows still more
speedily when we arc fatigned, is that of putting to'sleep by the
cbmbined influence of the monotony of the spectacle, and the ne-
‘tion of the cold on the brain. Wo to the traveller, if he yields,
‘while in the snow, to the profound lethargy that he feels overpaiv-
"ering himn ; he-will awake only in eternity. The cold will con-
tract the orifices of the vessels, the circalation will invariably di-
minish, the surface of thé body wil] begin to be lifeless, the bloed
will flow back on the brain, ‘which yielded to the cold more slow-
ly, and gorges it ; and his existence will end without pain, with-
out suffering. In 1829, the monks foand on the road a man stand-|
ing upright, resting on his staff, one leg raised, and the fvot set
-down in the attitude of a man ascending a height. :He had fallen
asleep in ‘this positinn, and had been frozen to death instantly. He
had a l\napsacl\, and over it another, which belonged to a fellow-
traveller, who'lay dead near him, and who was afterwards ascer-
tained to be his uncle. '

o *“Onthe “ch of September, 1829, (lhe monks told me,)’ some
'travellmmeqched the convent doring a horrible storm, and in-
formed us that the great quantity of snow, and regard to their awn
safety, bid obliged them to leave a man and woman behma thom,

_aboat halfin league™ from the hospice. “We lmmedlately went in
.search of them ; but the unfortunate .beings had ‘lost their way,
and -were buried under the snéw. Wee searched for them til! night,
“but.in vain, and renewed the search with no better success. The
same day another traveller died; who had been. overt'll\en by night.
Three- says after, we: found their hodies.”

“ More than once,”” suys an Eno‘hsh trnveller relatmv his as-
~ cent of Mont Blan¢, ** we asked of our guides to let us lie down
on the snow a few minntes, to indulge a longing for ‘sleep which
. " o one can conceive who lias not experienced”it. ‘We were often
..«forced tohalt to take breath, and at every stoppage slumber over-
powered us. A&er ascendmv to the Grand Plateau, I dsked
Cnurtes 'the guide, i1 mwht not sleep on the snow l'or a few mi-
nutes. He consented, but reluctantly; and the next minute I was
‘sound asle‘ep Ina ‘few minutes ‘he aroused me, else T might
have slept on for ever.” In fact, the guides rnrely allow travel-
lers who pass the night at the camp of’ Grands .Mulcts, in ascend-
~ing or descending Mont Blane, to spend ‘the whole night there.
"They awaken them often 1 ascertain whelher their elbows, shoul-
ders, or'knees, are not frozen, as muse ur!xculnnons are lhe first{|;
Jparts affected during sleep.’ )

_T'lie constant presence of snaw increases an influence on the
'atmosphere, which re-aéts in different ways on the human’organi-
zation. The coolness it gives 10 the air, renders long stay in the
region p'un{'ul Tts reflection of the rays ol’l:«ht that strike on it,
produces most striking eﬁ'ecls on the skin. It renders it rough,
'red, and tanned, and covers it with watery pustules, which are
pamful though easily removed. It irritates the’ optic nerves, and
prnducea an ophthalmm, which is always harder to remove in pro-
poruon to the recenluess ‘of the snow and. the clearness of the air,
Somo persons it soon renders blmd somé for a short time, olhers,
‘as was (He case with Cyrus so]dxérs, for Tife. It is well known
that the inhabitants of polar reglons have more or less feeble vi-
sion, and that many are blind by the llme they are 1wenty

The Col du Bonhomme 19, perhnps, the most snb_]ect to changes
of temperature ol'any of the passes of the Alps, and the most dan-
gerods from the frequency and \'Jolence of the storms that pass
over it. Accldents happen from snow-storms everv week, and |
might almost say every, dny Wilhout gmng bncl\ to tradition, 1

%~ will mention a meIanchon 1pslnnce whlch hgppenea in our own
nme. In September,l ]830 two young Enghshmen, of elohleen
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or twenr], Messrs. Cainpbell and Branckley, were t{a;eilm,g'm

1Switzerland under th‘excare of thelr tutor. '

. ‘ ) g

W hen they ftrived at
Chbamouni, they took a ou?de a stout and prudent mun, and pro-
ceeded to the Col du Bonhomme with all the ardour and, g‘a‘tel) of
youth ; when they reaclied a house near the Plau ( plaicau) des
Dames, which is the last you meet in going towards the Col, they
wished to take Qinner., Unfortunately, a number of young men

visions usually kept in such houses. They were far from dream-
ing how fatal this cxrcumslance, aeeinmtﬂy s0 trivial, would be te
them. Ur«ed ou by hun«er, they left at ance, in the hope of over-
taking the young men, and obtaining some food from the remains
of the provisions they had carried off ; but no one was to beseen,
and the pursuit, made at great speed, only served to add to lheir
hanger and futigue. Nor was this all. During the time which
would bgve been required for taking their meal at the auberge,
which they employed in walking, the atmosphere, thus far calm
and clear, underwent so instantaneous a change, that the whole
four found themselves in one of the sevecrest storms of that bleak
region, without the least suspicion of it, even on the part of their
guide. They were cut to the bone by a fierce and icy wind:
blinded hy a whirlwind of snow, and carried off their fcet by sud-
den whirlwinds. One of the young men, who hnd Leen most
weakened by hunger and fatigue, seized with terror at the unex-
pected horrors around him, stopped suddenly short, as if petrified,
deprived of bearing.and motion. The gnide ook him in his arms,
wrapped him ‘up in his own garments’; opened his breast and
pressed him to it, to communicate to him some portion‘ of the
heat of his body, spoke nflectionately to him to encourage and
console him ; but in vain—he cllnspad a corpse. . The other, Mr.
Branckley, terrified at the ontbreak of the storm, fell down on the
snow, stupified witheold. He half rose up at times and embraced
the knees o(‘lheir"guide, as though to thank him for his efforts in
behalf of his friend. But when lie saw that that friend was lest
to him forever, he began to shrink, spite of all the attentions of
his tutor. He gradually ceased to turn his eyes towards the stifl-
ened corpse, and et his head fall on the snow never to raise it
again. 'The tator, in despair al these scenes of horror, boro them,
nevertheless, with manly courage. As soon as the storm was over,
and it did not lost long, he placed one of the frozen bodies on the
guide’s shoulders, and bore the -other himsalf to the nearest cot-
tage. Lvery means that could be obtained were there tried to re-
store them to animation, but in vain, and the unhappy tutor re-

paired to Geneva to order two coffios for his ili-fated pupils,
whose carriage and courier were yet waiting for them to pursue
their tour of pleasure. Before the d'ly I'\ed for their interment,
the tutor was dead. - His strennlh of constitution saved hxm at the
Col ; grief destroyed hlm at Genava. ' A'third coffin was ordered
and the funeral was attended by all'the- crowd of gay trnvel!ers
ussembled in tha; clty —Lon Mirror.

Gaxing' BY MacriNery.—The New Orleans papers give
an_account of the breaking up of a gambling establishment; the
aperations-of which,
The Bee thus descri bes the apparatus =

. 'Tn a back room in the second story was a round table fixed in

iron shoes so as to be 1mmovable. Two of the legs of this table’

were hollow. D0wn the hollow ]egq wires were run to the floor,
and along the fldor in grooves made for the purpose to the wall,
then up the wall to the third gtory, thence to a point immediately
above the centre of the table. The wires wero communicated
from the table to the point nhove in the manner used in bell hang-
ing. The grooves through which they run were inlaid with softest
bucksm, so as to prevent a noise in pulling them ; the grooves
werée then covered over with thin copper and a cnrpet screened
all from vicw ; the grooves in the wall were papered over so as
to prevent detection. Immediately above the card table the ceil-
ing was ornamented with a circnlar painting; after the fashions of
some parlors. In the centre of the painting was a hook as if to
suspend a lamp. The ceiling was cut into small holes, which
could not be detected from below, because tl;ey represented cer-
tain portions of tha figures of the paintings. When a party was
engaged at play, a2 personabove could look down upon the hands,
and by pulling the wires give his partner at the table any intima-
tion as to the strength of the opposing hands which an agreed signal
might indicate. The room above was kept dark, which also pre-
vented the players from ascertaining the cheat, particularly at
night. :
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APPALLING STATEMENT.—From a statement- made by the
Committee of the British and Foreign Suilors® Society, it appears
that within the short period of f'our nionths and three days pre-
vious lo April last, there had been wrecked one bundred and six-
ty vessels—all of whose crews had perished!—Averaging the crew
of each ship at ten, will give a loas of one thousand and six hundred
llves { It is farther shown that of vessels stranded, foundered
ahandoned not heard of, &e. within the same period, the number
of vessels affected by such catastrophesare 576. If only ons soul
has penshed from each of the vessels which have suffered from

from a schdol which had just left, hnd taken with them all the pro-|

by
|| portion of original genius,.in spite: o{'xthese ior-dkgtoth

it seems, were carried on by machinery.

1he above conhngenc;es, we number a loss of five hundred and se-

- . ’
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venty-six lives ! Then add tg thess four hundred and twenty four
certainly known to have penshed and we have a tolal from all
causes, of at lenst two thousand and six hundred lives !! on an
average something more than twenty one every day during the
period of four short months ! ' o
Grear Mar.—In Irance, a map is now in process of com-
pletion, mude: of tha earth itself, exposed to the 51‘1 and occupy—
ing above an acro of ground : itis said to ** ropresent France, with
ils mountains, sons,..lslands, vegetable productlons, canals, cmes, .
&e.”” The map is sitnated ut no grest distance from Paris, near |
the Chaussec dn Maine, on tho south-cast side of the city.. It
comprehends the whole of France, Corsica, Swilzerland, Pied-
mont, the Mxlnnese, and parts of Germany, Belgium, and Rhe-
nish Prussin.  The scale on which it is constructed is thnt of 132
millimetres tn a degree, being somethmg less than two inches per
mile---n scale which is of r siza to mark the pnnclpni featureyof'a
country with sufficient distinciness, whare the city of Paris might

be nearly a foot in extent, and a river like the Thames almost lmlf ,
au inch across at London Dridge. It i is made of carth c}neﬂy 3
the rivers are clnnnels made ona scale’ pruporuonate to the rest
oi'the map ; water ums nlongthem and fulls into tho sen, whlqh .
is placed upon its coasts, deep enough to receive littlo ﬂut—bouom-

ed boats.

Too mucH LaTin AND GrRERK.—¢¢ The English clergy, in
whose hands education entirely rests, brings up the first young .
men of the country as if they were all to keep grammar schools

in litlle country towns ; and a nobleman, upon whose knowledge

and liberality the honour and welfare of his country moy depond.

is diligently worried, for half his life, with the small pedantry of
longs and shorts,  There is a timid and absurd apprehension, on

the part of ecclesinstical tutors, of letting out the minds of youth
upon difficult and important subjects. They fancy that mentsl
exertion must end in religious scepticismn : ‘and, to preserve:the
principles of their pupils, they confine them:td the snfe antl elegant
imbecility of classical learning. At present, we act with:the
minds of our young men, as the Dutch did with their exuberant
spices. An infinite quantity of talent is' annually destroyed in the
Universities of England by the miserablo jealousy nn%l)uleness

of ccelesinstical instructors.  Jt is in vain to sny we have pro-»
duced groat men under this system.- We lhave. produccd great’.1
men_.under all systems. Every Eaglishman “nifat- pass, hulf*"hr 5
life in learning Lutin and Greek ; J;md c]usslcnlr‘lenrmng g gup- o3
posed to have prod uced the talepts which' it hns;not*béenfable?ton.{
extinguish. It.is scarcel) possible *lo prevent?{*’ggqnl menuﬁ%mﬁvg
riging up under-auy system o’ educanon,, P&‘ g
men dmmonology orvn%t’f‘o]ogy,‘ ,nnd*yo‘uawﬂ’l; it

of-ignorance and folly.”’— From theworke qf Rcvvﬁydney SmU;z 8O
' \.'1 G y‘:
IIarp Cases.—To serve l'unht'ully and not to please.. . i

To go on a journey to see a friend, and meet with a cdld recep-
tion. : ! B * B

To give a friendly warning, and have your lgtive suspected,
and your kindness roquited with coldness or‘dm red. -

To do the best you can, and then e contemptuously told by
those who would give you neither coutise} ‘nor adwee, that you
ought to have done hetter. : : o

'I'o work hard half of one’s life in nmnssmf' a fortnne, and then
to spend the rest of his life in watchmg a fortune just for his vic-

tuals and clothes.”
To Jove and not be lovcd again. . .

CuLTivaTION OF PoTATOES.—So0 recently as 1768 Whnle of
Selborne writes : —* Potatoes have prevulled in this'litiie dlstrlct,;,

by means of premiums, thhm thase twenty years only, and nroﬁf- ;
much esteemed here now by the poor, who would scarce have 7
ventured to taste them in the lost reign.”’

The Earth, with its sucred fuca, is the symbol- ofthc Past the

Air und Heavens, of Futurity.— Coleridge. o o
Silence does not always mark wisdom. I was at dinner, some ‘
time ago, in company with 2 man, who listened to me and snid no-
thing for a long time ; but he nodded his head, and I thought him
intelligent. At length towards the end of the dinner, some apple |
dumplings were placed on the table ; and my man had no sooner
seen them than he burst forth with—*¢ them’s the jockeys for me.*
[ wish Spurzhelm could have examjned the fellow’s head.-—1b.
HAPrrwess.—An eminent modern writer benuufully snys i—
«The foundation of domestic happiness is faith i in the 'virtue of
woman "tha foundnuon of polmcnl happiness, a 'confidence ' ih
the integrity of man ; the foundation of all happiness, temporal
and eternal, reliancg on the goodness of God.”’ ' "* -
““ You’re a go;od book-keeper,”’ as the hbrnrmn sald vt 'n L. -
person would’nt returnjya book he borrowed ) PR

]
ek ﬂh?'\

“« 8ir, you are&fool « Did you call me n r00],,..8ll'"

“Yessir ! You dp, slr 3¢ Yeg, slr-I would call %ny
“ Oh! you would g;ll
zwmp v ,,,-’.’

man a fool who behaves as you, did.”
any man a I'ool Then I cnnnot consxder it personal

you good mornmg, mr.”_ - N




