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POETRY.

THE SHEPHERD.
~ The Tord is iny Shepherd, I skall net went.*
THERE 19 A Forp whence none can stray,
And pastures cver green ;
Where sultry sun, or stormy day,
Or night is never seen.

Far up the everlasting hills,
In God’s own light it lies 5
$lis-amile its vast dimension fills
With joy that ncver dics.

ey

One garrow vale—onc darksome way,
Divides that land from this

1 bave a Shepherd, pledg’d to save, 1
And bear me home to bliss.

Boen at his fect my soul will Jie,
1n 1iu’s last eteuggling breath ;
But I shall only eecm to die,—
I ehell not taste of death.

Pur (rom this guilty world, to be
Exempt from toil and atrife §
To spend cternity with thee,
My Saviour,—thisis Lrrx!
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GENERAL LITERATURE,

" MRS. NGBLE’S NARRATIVE
OF RER CAPTIVITY AND SUFFERINGS IN TRISON
18 CHINA, 15 1810-1, IN A LETTER TO A FRIEND,
DATED

Ningro Prisox, Febd. 19, 1841.

My svER DEAR Faisnn,

On Sunday, the 14th, [ received your kind
letter, containing the glad tidings of peace, and
the joyful hope of a speedy releasefrom Prison,
and in which you so sweetly and affectionate-
ly offer a howe to the homeless. The Al-
mighty alone, who searcheth the heart, knows
how detply greatful I feel for all your abun~
dant goodness towards mo in my great afflic-
tions, but as my last letters were sent publicly
1 could not express my feclings; 1 sincerely
hope you have not thought me ungrateful. As
I may now do so with safety, I will tryte
write to you the sad particulars of the dread-
ful wreck of the Kite, and of following events,
as far as memory, and the few notes I have
been able to make from time to time, will en-
able me to do.  May the Almighty in -mercy
strengthen me for the truly melancholy duty.
And 1 feel sure, my dear friend, you will make
Auc allowance for the state of mind in which
I write. :

1 shall infer, that you know all our af-
fairs np to, I think, the 10th of September,
when the Kite was again on her way to Chu-
san ; all went well till tho 15th, and we then
boped to reach Chusan in two days, Alas
for carthly prospects, they are indeed fallaci-
ous ! - About 12 o’clock in the forenoon, the
vesse) struck on an awful quicksand, not laid
down in the chart. The shock wasas sudden
a8 it was dreadful ; all efforts at the moment
were used, butia vain, and in a few moments,
almost before wc eould think, or speak, or,

child from the cabin, the vessel went over
with a tremendous crash, on her broadside,
and every. ereaturc on board (except my dear
child,) was precipitated twith great violence
into the sca. The moment was g0 dreadiul,
I saw nothing, and, whether my Licloved hus-
hand, who was giving orders till the lact mo-

] ment, ran to the cabin to eave his darling child,

or whether he fell with the rest, T know not:
but alas! he was never seen or heard of more.
His last words to me were, ¢ Hold on, Annc ¥
~—never, never, shall I forget them. My
sweet child must have perished in hid cradic.
I tremble to think of the sufierings of both,
Oh! how often have ¥ wished 1 had shared
the same grave, yet the will of God was other-
wise, and I know it is vety wicked, but when
you know my almost unparalleled suffering,yon
will not wonder atit. To return to the wreek,
After struggling under water for gome time, 1
caught hold of on¢ of the iron bars that hald
the boat on the quarter, te which I clitng, ny
body being still in the water, and the breakers
coming ovar me with great force, A poor
little dog saved itsell on my breast for some
time, but at last I was obliged to put it off;
oh! had it been my darling child, T would
have dicd réthar & thousand timee. Licut.
Douglaas avose elore by me, and although for
a time he could not help me, yet I shall ever
remember with the deepest gratitude the kind
manaer in which he stood by me, doing all in
his power to soothe me, and by bis orders, to
save the lives of all. Oh! could T picture
te yeu the seene at this moment—the vessel
on her broadside, hei masts and sails in the
water, numbers of persons risirg, and cling-
ing to the wreck, the horror of every counten-
ance and the drcadful noise of the breakers;
but it is too much cven to toll you ; I saw it
all—ncver never shall Uforget the sight, Lieut.
Douglass, with Mr. Witts, the chicl officer,
who new kindly came forward to my aid, did
all in their power to save me, and they were,
by ibe blessing of God, the mecans of preser-
ving my unhappy life. *These two gentlemen
with the poor cabin boys, got into the boat. I
had just strength to raise my foot, of which
one of the gentlemen took hold, drew the homt
to, and lifted me in. The hoat being nearly
full of water, and the breakess still coming
pver it every moment, the gentlemen twere
obliged to cut the rope to prevent her sinking.
The current immediately took her, and nothing
could prevent her from leaving the wreck.
The pcople had now goton the upper sidc of
the vessel, I straincd my cyes in vain to fin

those so dear to me, I eaw all but them.

tore my hair.in despair, and culled till they
conld hear me no longer, telling them to scck
my  husband and child. Hour afier hour the
wreck was scen ; at last we lost sight of'it cn-
tirely. You will fancy me wecping and
screaming all this time § I assure you no. My
trouble was too overschelming; I could not
shed a tear, although my heart wasfit to break.
I sat more like a statue, my eyes seckingin
wvain for the wreck. - The oaf's little kedger
was thrown out; and the water rushing by

slast even'to Bave timo to fetch my sweet

was almost like a wall on either side of our

boat. We saw many thinga washed from the
wreck pasdus.  Ahout four o’clock, the cur-
rent turned in our favour, and after some hours
of anxicty, we came in right of the wreck.
As we drew near, we found the vesscl had
sunk in the sand, and only her naintop waa
now in sight, to which all the poor suftcrers
clungdor life. Efforts were made to reach
the wreck, but it was impossible.  Licut.
Douglass spoke to the men, and told them to
make a ralt, hoping on the morrow to Le able
to render them some assistance. - We now a-
gain left the wreck, and night began toeet in;
the geatlemen lay down in the bottom of the
hoat, and I =at and kept watch by the stars.
It was a beautlful moon-light night, but 1 peed
not say it appearcd very long, and often did
{ menk to Lieut. Douglare, who slept very
little,

On the 16th, we again passed the wreek
ently, and, as before, strove in vain to reach
the poor crew. A few words were spoken
until we were carried away by the current.
In the afternoon, we passed the wreek for the
last time ; every thing possible was done to
eench it, butto no purpase ; ond after epeak-
ing'a few words, once mere we had to endure
tha trial of heing carried past. What our fec!-
Mgl_wcrc, nonebat thoee in a like situation
can conccive. It was now egain night, and
as hefore T kept my melanclioly watch,  Af-
ter this we could not find the wreek, and wa
were obliged to come to the melancholy con-
clugion that all the crew must have perished,
or have been taken from the wreck hy the
©Chincse. [ now felt almost sure that I was a
widow and all aloncin the world; but yet [
think I hoped even againat hope, and Lieut.
Douglass, wha wag moet kind to me, led me
to helieve such happinces poseible. Oh conld 1
only tell yan all the kindacss T reccived frem
that deargentleman.  One remark he made
when T felt myself almost heart-broken, wae,
¢ Depend on it, my dear Mes. Noble, the Al-
mighty has preserved you for a future and a
better purpose.” Thus did he at all timeain
,the most kind and soothing manner try to
‘chccr my truly sad heart.  Pictuge for 2 mo-
'ment oursituntion—five of us in a emall hoat
I with litdle clothing—tlc gentlemen being but
thinly clad, and myselfin a thin morning gowr,
no honnet, no shawl, and na shoce, the latter
havirg becn washed off; no food, no water,
no rail, only two oars, and near an encmy’s
country. On thisday we went on hoard a
fishirg bont ; the men were kind to ve, and
gave usa litde dry rice, some water, and an
old mat to try t0 maken eail of.  Soon after,
we thought wesaw a small Erglish ¢nil 5 ne-
ver shall I forget the excitement we felt; Lut
after n long time, found we were mistaken.
“Towards evening we picked up a small pump
kin, of which Itook a little, the first foo«ﬁ
had token since the wreck. Whilit we were
thus driven about from place to plaec, again we
thonght we saw a large steamer, and sve did all
in our power to make them observe us, raising
a signal of distress.on one of our oars, and once
more we were disappointed. On Wednesday .
night the breakers came over our little boat with




