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sen service, if the wearorhad not-just;such a thing as
an officer would bestow upon his sorving-man.

He continued to munch his chop and sip his a1l in
silence, without lifting:his, eyes from the table, until a
cherry-stone, sportively. snapped from the thumnb and
finger of -one of the gentlemen at the opposite table,
'truck him upon his right ear. His oye wasinstanitly
upon the aggressor, and ho gathered from the ill-suy-
pressed merrimént of the party that this petty imprti-
nencewasintentional. The stranger stooped and piclkd
up the cherry-stone, and a scarcely perceptible smile
passed:over bis features as ho carefully wrapped it ini a
piece of paper and placed it in his pocket. This.singular
procedure, somewhat excited as the. young gentlemen
wore by the wine they had taken, upset ;their gravity
entiroly, and they burst into a loud fit of laughter. Un-
moved bythis rudeness, the stranger continued to finish
his frugal ropast in quiet, until another cherry-stone,
frmn thé same-hand, struck him upon the right. elbow.
This alsoto theiùòreased:amusement of the other party,
he picked from the i floor' and carefully depsited wi th
the first.

Amidst shoutsof laughter a third icherry stonè w-as
soon after discharged, which hit hiiupon the'left:breast.
This also hedeliberately took from the floor, and depos-
itedwvith the other two. As ho rose, and vas engaged in
paying for his repast, the gaiety of those sporting gentle-
men became slightly subdued. Itwas not'easy to account
for this; they did net detect the slightest evidence: of
irritation or resentment on the features of the stranger.
Ho seemed a little taller, to be sure; and the carinage
of bis hond inight bave appeared te theni ratlier more
erect. He0 walked te the table at which they.were.sit,
ting, and.with that air of:dignified calmness which dsa
thousand timesi more terrible than ýwrath, drewa card
fromn his pocket and presented it with perfetd ivility te


