a  Darticulars of the Life and voyages of Chriftopher Colum bus,

fon fhould have the firft rudiments of Literature and kept him for {fome time
at {chool, where thofe ideas which afterwards led him to conceive the ex-
iftence of a new world and to go himfelf to find it out, began to unfold,
Navigation was the principle objeét of his mind, and thercfore, even at an
early.age, heinclined toit. He muft have left Génoaabout the year 1471,
for it is faid in a paper of 1481, that he had already been abfent from that
city about ten years, Bartholomew his brother accompamgd him; and it
is worthy of notice-what Senarega and Gallo two Genoele writers relate, that
Bartholomew having gone to Lifbon, applied himfelf to draw geographi-
cal maps for the ufe of navigators; in which he marked, in propottioned
difances, the fcas, harbours, bays, fhores, and all the iflands; that therefore
heoften entertained himf{elf in converfing with thofe who had returned
from the navigations undertaken by the Portuguefe tothe Eaft Indies; and
that communicating the accounts which they gave him to hisbrother Chuis-
topher, he who had much greater knowledge in nautical aftairs, began to re-
fle&t, that if any one, quitting the coaft of Africa, would turn to the right
. towards the weft, he would certainly find a very extenfive continent.  In -
- the mean while Chriftopher had taken to cruife the feas, and moreover join-
ed, as Ferdinand writes in thelife of his father, a famous pirate called Co-
lumbus, junior, his kinfman, with whom happening to engage 2 Venetian
fhip, that in which Chriftopher was took fire; and he, with grat difficul-
ty, fupporting himfelf on an oar, at laft reached the land, and went to Lis-
bon. “'And, indced, the Venetian hiftorians give us an account of the en-
gagement of four of their gallies againft feven of the pirate Columbus, ju-
nior, about 1486; but inftead of the misfortune of the cnemies fthips, as re~
lated by Ferdinand, theytell us, that the Venetians had the worft, that
* three hundred werekilled, and all the reft raken prifoners.  They after-
wards miention, however, the above-faid pirate; but of Chriftopher, and
the relationthip, they fay not a word. Hence Salinerius fufpefts, and per-
‘haps with good reafon, that Ferdinand may have given Chriftopheras a com-
jpanion and relation to the other Columbus, whoever he was, on account .
that aTelationfhip witha man who, though by profeflion a pirate, muft have
bcen, neverthelefs, powerful -and rich, might have exalted the lowncls
‘of his birth. More cértain is that which he afterwadsadds; which is, that
‘Chriftopher had the good fortune to charm a young lady in Lifbon, daugh-
ter of Petre:Mugniz Pereftrello, who married him, By her he had Diego,
his eldefi‘c- fon; fhe dying in a few years, he married Beatrice Enriquez, from
-whom iflued ' Ferdinand, the writer of his life. He, in the mean while,
From obfervations on the geographical maps of his brother, andby -the ac-
~ ‘counts of the voyages of the Portuguefe, revolved in his mind the grand pro-
je&t.of difcoveringthe new world. Some carved pieces of wood, and {ome
~ “plants not well known, which by sefterly winds were oftentimes driven on
‘the Coaftof Africe, and the Azores Iflands; the opiniénsof {fome of thc
~ inhabitants of the Ifland of Madeira, who {eemed to perceive, very far off,
towarc_ls'the weft, {fome lands; the doubts of fome ancient geographers on
- .theexiftence of another world; thefeand other fimilar refleftions, well weigh-
- ed, withlong examinaticn, by. Chri{’copher,' erfuaded_him, at laft, that
‘there muft be fuch Jands ;-and it appeared to him, thathe could afcertain by
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