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Plain?1 Cecil fired ait the word. Plain ? She
did not know wbat lie meant. Sixe liad neyer
promiaed hlm s common, averyday, pretty face;
if lie liad axpactad a piuk sud wvhite complexion
sud pencilied ayabraws, it was flot lier fanît.
Anthony's appearauce was ail that sha wanted
for 1er part ; sud alie must beg ta tell him that
no woman liked doiiy.faced men. Antliouy's
dsrk iocks sud awartliy, sunlint brow would
find admirera in pienty. If lie was ugly, lie was
deliglittul. And s0 ou, sud so an, diverging ta
riglit sud left of the argument, as Mrs. Cecil
was apt te do.

Howaver, she was too happy to lie quarrel-
some. The dear boys ! She followad their gney
figures witli 1er eya until thay were bast to
view; sud before nigît she was crowned witlî
full content ; for bs bad aasured liersaif that

ber only source af sinxiety wvaa grondiesa. The
master ot Blatchwortî had stili a liaart ta offer.

lie liad actuslly arrived at lier daar, haie,
bearty, sud disengaged ; sud at the end of 1er
solemu exhoîtation on the duty of remaining aa
no longer, prafeaaad himsalf inclîned ta sea it lu
the same liglit.

And she had surely axtended soute of lier
siateriy cures ta Noli ? It was diagraceful if Nol]
did nat turn intoas Beuedict, now that ha bad
got that fiftaen liuudrad pauinda ont of Aunt
Maris. Wlist couid s falhow like Noil do witli
fifteen bundred pnda?

"For heavau's sake, Cia," cried the caraful
eider brother, " gat humi s wife, or he'il go to
the devil witli it!1"

"H ua, bush!1 You must nat talk like
that."

1I didu't menu," aaid Anthony, penitently,
"Isay, oua gets intoas rougli way of talking,

kuocking about the warid ; don't you mmnd, l'in
going ta stop it."

"Ad you are nat goiug ta knock ebout the
world auy mare 1

Then as bargained that tbey should go avax
with lier to ceil ait thie Castie on the folaowing
day. Two days alter, ahoating would bein sud
hours would be changed, sud who could aay
wlieu the acquaintance migît lie made if not ait
ouce ; but once sen, abe trusted to the fair
sisterlaod acting as their own maguet lu the

*future. Ob, wlat a time that short interveuing
two miles toak ta get ovar with sncbh campaulaons,
sud liow bat sud tired was waary Cecil at thie
end 1 Tîxat tley started late, that tîey kspt
ber waitiug for threa-quartars of au hour, was

* unothing; ahe was good-liumouredly diîsposed to
l ay the lanis au tha change of toilat which a
nioruing'a fisblng rendered imperative ; but
wliy ueed they baunge, sud sauntr, tamn aside
at every epportanity sud finaily ait dawu ta
reafr by the way-tle twe great halking fellowa
it was but too obvions that they were baing
drivan against their wili-that lad it nat beau
tlieir first day, and there was no excuse liandy,
they wouid lave evadad the expeditian. Oliver
scuds off after a raîbit, Anthony cleeriug hlîn
on ; tliey invastigate s weil, thay drink from a
spring ; fiusily bath leave 1er ta examine s
blasted pieds of rock haif way up tIe hli.

At lengtb, however, sud by dint of patience
~St sud urgency combinad, the entrance-gates are

reaclied, sud the toils of thejourney 'ara ait an
sud. Sa she liopea fondly-but atay s lit.
* Isay,Cis,"

"Anthony anmd I are juat going down to thie
shore ta ses about gatting s fisherman for te-
ni ghlt. Antliony bas neyer seau the sort otf ses-
fiing tbey have bers. You go on, sud we wil

tovertake yen."

z.k.0utrIot
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,&CADIA.
Acadia dear t my native land,
In loneliness I turu ta thee,
Upon iby cooal 1 long ta stand,
And view asin the foaming ses;
For ibis fair iffland lake* but niocica
The beant of hlm who wandered o'er
The y-ellow sandas nd wavewarn rock@,
On Oceau's breaker-bealen shore.

IIow dul 1 tn me seems ail sround:
These drtowsy, turbid waters sleep-
Ob, for the slraDgely-mingled sound,
That issues froni the boundtess dee p
Aând, lke sanie wildty-saolemn btrain,
Awalîens ln the pensive breast
A usmeless feeling and a train
0f tboughts-too deep ta be expressed.

Ye winged spirtes1 swift aud free,
Obh tlatte me froni thi& litelesa sceDe.
To that rude hamlet by the ses,
Where ft thIis restiesé hesrt bath been.
Fain wonld 1 see thie lonely beach,
'Long which 1 rasmed in lhoughtful maad,
lu Hope's luit hour-beyond the reaoh
0f the toud, heartiess multitude.

Dear lR the land that gave me birth-
Ah! wher. fore did I msdly rave
Sa fan froni my paterusi hearth.
And from the darling acenes I lave?
Wliy did I leave the hbis that lift
Their pins ctsd aummits. igh iu air,
Abave dartt rivera that flow swift
Through valsys living-gneen sud fair?

Aeadiat1 land of stormy miat,
Whicb morning robes lu golden hues,
Tby gltomy grandeur shall enliat
The loftîest nunibers of iny Muse;
For in my wsktng dreanis appear
Tby deep green valsa and mountains hoar,
And oft lu fancy's sounds I hear
The loud waves breaking ou thy shore 1

H. M. STItAMBEIIG.

'Overtake me?1 We are close at band."
"Go in, then, and ssy we are comingz."

And corne they did,-after every one had gone
out but Eleanour. The visit wss a failure.
After an hour's waitiug, Eleanour, not without
some sense of outraged dignity, had sent ber
sisters swsy, and entrenclied lierseif in solitary
state te receive the recusauts. Her pretty gooda
should not remain for sucli tardy appreciation,
aliould not bave it supposed that the enforced
civility of any guesta of Cecils-brotliers or not
-was grateful to tbem. She liad tlie colour in
lier cheek sud the sparkle in lier eye when the
drawing-room door opened at iast ; and lier
answer to Olivcr'a liasty quest round the roorn,
was a grirn amile of satisfaction.

For Oliver, uow that lie was actually there,
was alive to the merits of the situation; sud lie
had, moreover cauglit a view of an excellent
croquetlawn-the days of croquet were not yet
ended-atslie passed tbrougli the slirubbery;- it
wss anougli to kindle desire. He was a renowu-
ed player as he was everythiug else that was use.
fnl sud captivating, sud if lie could have got
Anthony even, for an antagonist, would have
challenged him on the spot.

But it appesred that Anthony liad not ouly
neyer plsyed, lie had actually neyer seen tlie
game.

This was insufferable. Oliver appeaied to
Eleanour, to Cecil, if it was not insufferable ;
sud by dint of volubility, fiattery, and per-
suasion, succeeded in disarming both, sud in-
duciug them to fix upon an early day for bis
brother's initiation. They rnust make it to-
morrow. Why should it not take place to-
morrow ? Evan Cecil was surprised to see the
man who bsd been so loathe to corne, so eager
to returu, not refiectiug that it was iu the pass-

ing moment the gay soldier lived, sud tlxat lu
te pursuit of plessure lie could even be indus-
trions. Tt was chiefiy to Anthony, indeed, tbat
bîsme was due, sud Anthony was at least con-
sistent; lie accepted the invitation, but lie did
nothing to extort it.

However the players kept him to bis word. It
is toelie prasumed that lie tried to learn.; that
lie did seriously incline bis ear to the counsels
of the wisa ; but -he made sad lisal of it neyer-
thaleas. So much was taken for gratad ; se
many points was lie expected to bear in mind at
once ; sud sucli a number of rules sud regula-
tions were dinned into bis ear at the sama time,
tliat lie must lie psrdoned for giviug up the at-
tempt, sud retreating lu mortification to the
old-fasbioned sun-dial among the bushés, where
Eleanour was mounting guard.

Frorn this retreat lie viewed the combatants
witî no very good will. Tbey had speedily-
sud lie fancied joyfuliy-re-arranged ides ; and
lie could tell by the general alacrity sud expec-
tation, the preparatory collecting of ballsansd
testing of hoopa, the wliole stir and bustie con-
saquent on bis departure, that a well-contested
match was toelie played. Hie wss no ioss-in-
deed lie must have been an intolerable drag.
His going admitted another sister to play, sud
enabled ail to let ont their streugth sud show
their skill.

Altogether lie was well ont of it. Away went
Oliver, carrying with him lis partuer Kate,
from right to left, from centre to side, clearing
the route of aIl oppouents' balla, and placing
them delicately for future use, lu the style of s
master of the craft. ît séemed as tbongli li
were to, walk the course ; but lie slipped, missed
n easy stroke, sud in s trice the tables were
turned.

It was now lis tnrn toelie clissed from liole to
corner by su unsparing foe ; sud to find himself
sud bis fair partuer lodged at extreme ends of
the lawn, hopelessiy disunited. So mucli for
Julia, but Kate could play too. A lucky shot
regained, as by magie, the leat position, sud
cleared the coast. Why should lier sieuder
fingers have trembled at that criticalrnoment
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rPure eagerness, not even anxiety, made thern
she was not nervous by nature, sud aIe was con-
fident lunlierseif, but she was excited, sud the
mallet turnad lier baud. If it liad not toudlied,

bno mischief would have been doue ; but oh, woe
rbetide the tiresome thing! it moved the bal,

sud made the abortive attempt count as a
)' atroke.

The sdversaries sliouted, sud the striker stood
>stili ; but Oliver rushed to the rescue. By
tturns sppesling, quotiug, argung, liernaintained
ebis position tili al l ad gsthered round ; sud
)the merry voices rose sud fell by turus, inter-

* spersed with soft sud plessant laugliter.
So gay tliey seemed that"I It is a nuisance to

"May 1 look? Coleridge. That's odd."
"Odd ! said Eleanour, warmly. "Odd,1

to read Coleridge!
IlOdd that you should be reading the1

"Ancient Mariner," just when 1 was feeling1
myseif to be lil<e bim."

«iOb- 1 lndee-d - ?"
IlBehindhand with the world. Not Ilini it,"1

as they say on the turf. Rather a fool, you1
kniow."1

"Because you cannot play croquet ?"1
"Pshaw 1" said Anthony, sliortly. IlYouj

will find there are other things 1 cannot do ke-
sides that."

IlAnd do you reallv miud
«Il ar n ot sure if I do. or flot. I1liste the

thing ; but you see il ail the rest are at it--." i
She thouglit she understood, and was flot iii-
pleased.

N'aturally he did not enijoy being left ont in
the cold ; and she did her beat to restore bis
seli-complacency under the ordeal ; and then at
Ist Pussud Dot were tired of being umpires,1
and came to join the idiers. Tliat did better,
and they ail went into the house shortly, and
candies were brouglit, and there wa-3 music.

It wss evident that Oliver wss destined to
shine as inucli at the pianoý as on the lswn.
Cecil, who had enjoyed lier croquet, being as
good a player as sny, now retreated to, the sofa
and the society of lier fatlieriulaw,-but Oliver
was again in the front ranks of the performners,
He had a sweet, ricli voice, tlie very voice to
go witli Kate's clear soprano, and duets were
chosen.

'lAwfully nice, is it not !" said Anthony,
presently ; but somehow lie did ixot look as
thougli le fonud it so0; lie was frowning and
sulent, and the clieek which lie rested againat
the soft cushion of lis chiair, was turned from
the singera.

"I say," called lis brother, probably iu obe-
dience to a suggestion, "lAnthony corne and
takp a part."

"«Take a part? No thank you, 1 can't."
Take a part indeed! He had neyer taken a

part iii bis life! Talk of taking "'a part"9 as
coolly as thougli it were taking a header or a
fence!

He lauglied, but has laugliter 'was rather un-
mirthful ; and there was a momeutary silence.

IIt is a pity," aaid Cecil to lierseif ; «"but,
to be sure lie can listen ;-and reslly one can
einjoy snd admire, too, s great deal better when
one lias notbing else to do, tlian wlien one lias
one's own business to attend to. Kate is in
capital voice ; and tliey are ail four lookiug
their beat."

"la it not deliglitful, Anthony V"
"Oh, delightful!
"Don't you like being suug to V'

"Awfully."
But wby, if lie did, did lie rise the next min-

ute, and throw himself hlf ont of the open
window beside which Eleanour sat, just bebind
a silver streak of moonligit ? He was not
thinking that lie liked being sunig to. 1 fancy
bis rneditations were rather of this sort IlWhst
an asa a fellow makes of hirnself wlien lie cau't
do auything to help of an eveiing 1 If it is to
be alwsys like this wheu 1 go auywhere, 1 had
better stay at home. This girl, this widow, la
Iaughiug at me in lier aleeve, 1 suppose. My

Lill-luck has sent rnelier way again. I did not
see lier tilli t was too late."
1 He wag surprised that she did not address

>luim ; that lie was let alone to choose bis own
entertalu ment ; an d by-and-by lie could even feel
inclined to enjoy the beauties of the scene with.

fout. A full moon was reflected in the water of
fthe bay; was liglitiug up the innumerable lier-
rring-boats, whose brown sails were stretdhed
bmotioules to dry ; and was every now and then
1sheddiug its beamas upon a rocky prornontory or
risiet which would for the moment stand ont

from the darkness of the land shadow, snd lie-
corne the central glory ot tlie picture.

It was beautiful, it was delightful. Hielie-
Btliought liimself of otlier sudh scenes lie bad
ywitnessed,-of niglits beneath the starry skies
Bof Egypt, or amid the gorgeons forests of Cash-

mere,-of tlie peace of great wildernesses, snd
the soleinn stilluess of mid-ocean. In a pause
of bis reverie carne tlie clshl of a chorus from

1within,-and it aounded a discord intolerable.
r Invoiuutarily lie turned to frown ; so did

1Eleanour ; and tlieir eyes rnet. "lJove, she lias
1a fine pair !" cried Antliony to himself. But

as aIe was star-gszing also, they did not inter-
rupt escli otîer-tiey did not even excîange a
passing comrnent.

ws asked, tliat lie should lie absolutely unableý
ta take part lu auything else.

Oliver waa so ciever, sobaudy, sucli a favorite,.
that it realiy was aimost s pity, that lie sliouid.
have no Blatcbworth to make it possible for hlmi
to lie corne a favourite to any purpose..1He would,,
to lie sure, have been puzzled whitli fair oua to,
beaiege, such waa bis devotion to ail ; Kata sangý
bis souiga, Julia used bis pencils, ]Pus wre bis
cricket-ribbon, sud Dot plsiyed with bis mallet;
but that difficulty .could have beeu overeome;
sud for a penuileas younger son who could do no,.
more, lie was certaiuly iiglit to maete out bis at-
tentions with sncb admirable impartiaiity.
'Why witli baîf bis suscaptibulity, waa lie not
Anthony ; or why could Anthony not catch a.
spark from the fiamait So cold, or so cautions,
whicî was it ?

"Quite anti-matrimonial, auy way," saîd
Alexander, rubbiug lis bauds in the plentitude
of bis satisfaction. IIYour plans bave coma to
nauglit, Cai; and since it is sa, 1 may aay, 1
suppose, that I for one am not sorry. Not but
what 1 like your brother. lie is a queer feilow,
sud no trouble at allu a bouse ; but 1 should
not bave cared for people to bave lad the chance
of aayiug wa lad him lie in order to kuock,
up a match."

Ha had tbonglit of thia ton lata. Had it oc-
curred to hlm soonar it would, ha now raflected.
lava beau au unauswerable reason for excluding,
Anthony from Cricîton. However, it was as.
well, perliaps, aftar ail that thie tbing sliould.
have beau got ovar. Cecil would hava given,
hlm no peacte ; sud, as matters bad turnad out,-
lie was not sorry on the whle that sIe sliould
lie quieted sa effectnaliy. Nothing but this.
brother's presence sud indifferencé would have
knocked bar cars for bis wehfare on the bead;
but now sha wouid, perbaris, see that lie mi,-ht be
trusted ta look aftar it for bimsalf.

Neither d 'id has guesta anuoy hlm. The rat-
tie of Oliver waa -.Iarmless ; sud so far fronm
Anthony's engrossing the conversation, le
needed taelie drawu ont to make hlm talk.

IlEleanour la the ouly oue who can do it,"
coutiuued Alexander, having remarked on thls
wiae to bis wife. "lHa shirks the otîers, 1 thiuk.
Ha is ovar there naw,"-it was in the afternoon,.
-Il sud they are sîl four gone off riding with.
Noîl."

Whera is lie, then ?

"Reading ta Eleanour under a trea."
IlReading ta Eleanour," said Cadil, iaughing..

"Wall it is a good thing lielias Elecanour to
read ta. The girls would not liaten to that àart
of thing for a moment. And wliat waa lie read-
ing ?Po

"'Oh, by George, you don't expect me ta tel'
you that ?"

"Did you net go ta tbem 1
"Not 1. I waiked past, sud they neyer saw

rne. 1 was riglit under thair nases."
IlThey wouid think you vary rude, I arn

afraid."
IlNonsense ! low could they thiuk me rude

wlieu 1 tellyou they neyer5saw me?1 Now,
came ont yoursalf ; yen sud 1 wau't waste se
fine a day reading under trees, auyway."

Anthony had expiained it all satisfactorily ou
lis first appearauce at the Castle. H1e neyer
rode when lie could walk ; he liad wslked over
ta keep bis brother company ; sud uaw, might
lie stay ?

IIYes, 1 got him liea," added Oliver, trium-
plisutly -,I"but lie is toa lazy ta go back. Pray
lie merciful, sud doîi't turu hlm fromn the door. -

It was quite s goad tbing that Eleanour was
at home, for now tliay fait no difficulty about al
the other aistera gaing for the ride ; sud ail four
ware equipped sud wsitiug, neyer having
dreained of Autbany's payiug a viait that day.

Eleanour was going ta ait under the oaks. Ha
thougît she would ; ha kuew it waa lier favourite
seat ; sud if lie would net lie in lier way, if lie
would not dit§turli ler, le lad aarnethiug in bis
pocket,hle waavery auxianato-ta--. 1e was
awfullv slamed of limseif; le was afraid
it would only boraelier. She thouglit as was
neyer ta fiiud ont what was the meaning of sucli
stammeriug sud blusîas.

At last, ho-vevar, ail was plain. A psoket
was produced, and it appeared that it contained,
an original mauuscript ; aomething lie lad once
written, scarcaly with a view ta publication,
mare as a veut for bis own ideas on the subjent,
tîsu for auy other purpose. Stililihe yearued
for an opinion ou ita merits, sud liers was the
firat le lad aver beau able ta make up bis mind
ta saek.

SIe could net but lie fisttered, iuterested,
egr, uo inw that she nndera;tood the honour hoe-


