CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

NoveMser 23, 1872,

THE TRUE HISTORY OF WILLIAM TELL.

William Tell is very bard to kill. German writers in the
last century demolish him over and over again, but to little
purpose.  He remained the Swiss hero, and what is far worse,
those hideous statues at Altor{ continue to assert their un-
dying Bgliness, aud pretend to prove, by their presence there,
the truth of the story, The giant has been recently slain
onhce more as.an impostor. Ouce more? Half a dozen times;
and each slayer takes himself for the sole and origiual

champion, Swiss professors even have been at the work of
demolition. Three or four years ago Mr, Baring-Gould, in

his «* Curious Myths of the Middle Ages” set up a doxen of
those myths, and bowled them all down at one bowt; he
proved, as others had done, that the legend of William Tell
was ‘‘as fabulous as any other historical event.” Mr, Baring-
Gould, however, does more than some others have done. He
traces the story as far back as it can be traced, This is the
order of the tradition :

1. In the tenth century a tippling, boasting, Danish soldier,
named Toki, swore he could drive an arrow through an apple
placed on the point of a stick at a great distance. King
Harald Bluetooth told the boaster that the apple should be
placed on his son’s head, and if Toki did not send an arrow
throuph it at the first attempt, his own head should pay the
penalty, Toki performed the fuat with perfect suceess; but
Harald perceiving he had brought other arcows, demanded the
reason thercof, and Toki replied that if he had injured his
sot he would have driven those other arrows into the king's
body. The story was first related by Saxo Grammaticus in
the twelfth century.

2. Rat in the eleventh century the above prototype of Tell
had successors or imitctors. King Olaf, the Saint of Norway,
challenged Eindridi, among other things, to sheot with an

rrow at & writing tablet on the bead of Eindridi's son, Each
was to have one shot.  Olaf grazed the bov’s head, whereupon
the bov’s mother interfered, and Eindridi was withdrawn
from the contsst. Qlaf remarked that his competitor had a
second arrow, which Eindridi confessed that he intended
for his Majesty if anytbing very unplensant had happened to
the boy.

3. A vear or two later in this 1ith century, another Norse
archer, Hemingr, had a match with a King Harold. Harold
set & spear shaft for a mark in the ground. He then fired in
the air; the arrow turned in its descent and pivreed the spear
hait. Hemingr followed suit, and split the King's arrow,
which was perpendicularly fixed in the spear shaft. Then
the king stuck a knife in an oak. His arrow went into the
haft. Hemingr shot, aud his arrow cleft the haft and went
into the gocket of the blade. The enrmged Ring uext fired at
a tender twig, which his arrow piereed, but Hemingr's split
a haz:l nut zrowing upou it. * You shall put the nut on
vour brother Bjorn's head,” sald Harold, #and if yvou do not
pierce it with your spear at the first attempt, vour life shall
be forfeited.”  Of course, the thing was dene.  Hermingr is
supposed to have bad his revenge by sending anarrow through
Harold's trachea at the battle of Stamford Bridge, where he
fought on the English side.

4. In the Faroe Isles, the above Harold is said tohave had a
swimming match with a certain Geyti, who not only beat him,
but guve him a ducking, Harold condemned him te shouta
bazel pat off his brother's head uoder the usual penalty, and
with the usual result.

5. The same story is told of one Puncher (seggestive name)
with this difference, that the object aimed at was a coin,

5. In Finland, it is a son who shoots an apple o his father's
bead, for which feat some robbers who had captured his sire
gave him up to the son.

7. In a Persian poem of the 12th ecentury, a Ring iu sport
shoots an arrow at an apple on the head of his favourite page,
who, though not hurt, died of the fright

8. The story with a difference, is teld of Egil, in the sagn of
Thidrik, of no particular date.

U. 1t is familiar to us in the English ballad of William of
Cloudesley, chronological date of event nueertain,

10, Euter William T=11 in the first decade of the fourteenth
centurs. We need not tell his well-known tale again, It is
only mrcessary to remark, by way of comment, that the Tell
and Gesler legend was not set up till many years afterwards,
and that iz no contemporary record is any mention made of
Tell, Gusler, or the apple incident. No Vopt named Gesler
ever exercised authority for the Emperor in Switzerland ; no
fawnily bearing the name of Tell can be traced in any part of
that country,

11. Aud lastly. The hero's name was not Tell at all, but
M-Leod, and be came from Braemar! Mr. Baring-Gould has
quite:overlooked him. Therefore is the new claimant's story
here subjoined, in order to make the roll of legenda complete,
It is taken from “ The Bracmar Highlands ; their Tales, Tra-
ditions and History,” by Elizabeth Taylor. The king referred
to is Malcolm Cantore :

“ A younyg man uamed M'Leod had been hunting ons day in
the royal forest. - A favourite hound of the King's haviuy at-
tacked M'Leod, was killed by bim. The kiog soon heard of
the slaughter of his favourite, and was exceedingly angry—
so much so, that M'Leod was condemaed to death.  The gib-
bet was ervcted on Creig Choinnich, i. ¢, Keuneth's Craig.
As there .was less of justice than revenge in the sentence,
little time ‘was permitted ere it was carried into exeeuation,
The prisoner was led out by the porth gate of the castle.
The king, in great state, surronnded by a crowd of his nobles,
followed in procession. Sorrowing crowds of the people came
after, in wondering amazement,  As they moved slowly on,
an incident oceurred which arrested universal attention. A
young woman with a child in her arms came rushing through
the crowd, und, throwing herself before the king, pleaded with
him to spare her husband's life, though it should be at the ex-
pense of all they possessed. Her impassioned entreative were
meét with silence, Malcolm was not to be moved from his
purpose of death,  Seeiug that her efforts to move the king
were useless, she made her way to her husband; and throwing
her arms around him, declared that she would not leave him—
she would go and die with him. Malcolin was somewhat
moved by thn touching scénc.. Allen Durward, noticing the
favourable moment, ventured to put in the suggestion that it
was a pity to haog such a splendid archer. ‘A splendid
archier, is he 7' replied the king; ‘then he shall have his skill

“tried.! 80 he ordered that M'Leod's wife and child shiould be
‘placed on the opposite side of the river: something to serve
@8 o mark was to be placed on' the child’s head. If M'leod

succeeded in hitting the mark without injuring his wife or child,
hix life was 10 be spurcd, otherwise the scoletice wag to be

carried into immediate exccution. Accordingly (so the legend
goes) the young wifa and child were put across tho river, and
placed on Tomghainmheine; according to some, 8 little far-
ther down the river, near where & boat-house once stood. The
width of the Dee was to b the Jdistance separating M'Leod
from his mark. Ho asked fora bow and two arvows, and hav-
ing examined each with the greatest care, e took hia position.
The eventful moment came, the people gathered round him,
and he stood in profound silence. Un: the opposite side of
the river his wifo stood, the centeal figure of a crowd of eager
bystanders, tears glistening on her cheeks as she gazed alter-
nately at her husband and child in dumb emotion. M'Leod took
aim: but his body shook like an aspen leaf in the cventng
breeze. This was a trinl for him fur harder than death. Again
ke placed himself in position; but he trembled to such a de-
gree that he could not shoot, aud tursing to the king, who
stood near, he said in a voice scarcaly articulate in its sup-
pressed agony, * Thig is hard ' But the king relented not; so
the third time he fell into the attitude, and as he did so almost
roared, * This is hard ' Then, as if all his nervoustess had
escaped the cry, he let the arrow fy, it struck the mark. The
mother seized her child, and in a transport of joy, seemed to
devour it with kisses; whilae the pent-up emotion of the crowd
found vent through a loud cry of wonder and trinmph, which
repeated itself again and again as the echoes rolled slowly
away among the neighbouring hills. The king uow approached
Mleod, and, after conticming his pardon, inquired why he, so
sure of hand and keen of sight, had asked for two arrows?
¢ Beeause,” replied M'Leod, ¢ had T wissed the mark, or hurt
my wife or child, 1 was determined not to miss yon' 'The
king grew pale, and turned away as if undecided what to do.
His better nature prevailed; so he again approached M Leod
and with kindiy voice and manner told him that he would re-
ceive him into his body guard, and hie would be well provided
for. ¢ Never! answered the undaunted Celt. ¢+ After the pain-
ful proof to which you have just put my heart, I could never
love you enough to serve you fatthfully ' The king in amaze-
ment cried out, ‘ Thou art a Hardy ! sad as Haody thou art, so
Hardy thou shalt be! ™ From that time M'Leod went under
the appeliation of Hardy, while his descendants were termed
the M'Hardy's, Mac being the Gaclic wond for son. The date
of the above is the 1ith century, when the legend burat forth
in several parts of the world, - Here we have it in scotland.
Like many other legends it probably came originally from
Todia.—Nutes and Gueri

HER MAJESTY AT BALMORAL.

Her Majesty's habits at Balmoral are very simple.  About
seven she prepares for rising, breakfast at niue, after breakfast
she has her despatches, Then follows private correspondence,
a heavy item in the Queen's list of dutics. Two special mes-
sengers convey the despatehes to London, one o relieve the
other, as they travel day and night, Luancheon is at two
o'lock,and in the afternoon the Queen tsually takes au aineg
in her carriage, On the lawn in front of the eastly a pie-
turesqre white tent stands, and Her Majosty passes mach of
her time in that snug little corner. Duoring meals the Quenn’s
piper playsin front of the windows, Of pipers thers are seve-
ral, we believe ; Ross, the Queen’s piper, 18 chief, and it i< a
sight to sce the handsome ohl Highlander in full costuume,
marching proudly to time as by playsa pibroch, The Queen
dines at balfipast eight ;s her own table is spread in the
library.  Since the Prines Consort’s deain, Hee Majesty has
not miude personal nse of the dintog-room; the ladies and
gentlemen of the Court diue there.  The arrangements of the
rogm are of the simplost chanwter, even to the ditner-table,
A very select party dines with Her Majesty, not even the
Priveess Bueatrice, unless on an extia oceasion, The Qiaeen ia
very fond of the open alr and fn all weathers she 11 to be seen
abroad. ‘A rainy day do-a not keep her within deors; in her
waterproof and umbrella she detios the clements, Tt is Quite
a common oceirrence to see her wadking o the wrounds
under a drizaling rain, The weather in fact, has no inthuenee
upon the Royal progrmmme. So far as concerus Her Majosty's
v eonstitutional airings,” a gowd stout umbrella carries her
bravely through a pelting rain or powdering snowdrift, whether
on foot or seated in heropen cartiage or trotting un her Highe
land pony. Bat there can be uo dould our Qasen is a hardy
woman, ot feast she has no ¢ ae lady feacies™ in the matter
of constitutional delicary, She dozs not bother with super-
flugus wrappings when she fa the @ snell” mountaiu
breeze ) she dresdes consistently with the elimate and the
weather, and in a comfurtable plain javket and broad-trimmed
straw hat.—Court Journal,

A PRACTICAL REPOURM.

A correspondent of the Cincinnatt Cominercial, writing from
London, gives the {ollowing account of the way in which an
English clergyman reformed the morals of & community :—

4 There has just come o my knowicdyge an instance of the
moral effect which may be produced by making the Sunday
attractive to the minds and tastes of the poor, which may in-
terest some of your philauthropists A clergyman of the
Church of England, the Ruv. Frederick Silver, was appolnted
twenty-two years ago to a parish in Shropshire in Norton-in-
Hales. The parish was noted for drankenness, lawlessness,
aud every apreies of vies which s barvested frow geoeral
ignorance. Being a mun of some wemns, as well us of good
senae, he determined to compete with the. gin-shopa for the
interest of the roughs on Suudays.  Suiday, he perceived, was
the very worst day in the waek, Satan always finding plenty
of mischicf to be done by theidle hands of the Nortonians
on that day. How to deal with this matter 7 Some sugreated
prayer-mectings and others ritualistic entortainments. But the
rector concelved-another idea.  For many weeks there were
seeh going np to his door large and poculinr boxes and cases
which greatly excited the curiosity of his neighbotrs, ’

“Then he purchaged the largest snit of rooms he could got
in the town, . After the curious cnses had been coming in for
8 mouth or two, lo! the people of Norton-in-Hales were one
morning astounded by the appearance of placands on every
wall and on the trees far away in the country, ausouncing
that Mr. Silver had made np a museum, and that it wonld be
open to the publie the following Sunday afternoon ! The dike
aenting parsous groaned ; U dencons were dumb; the roughs
rubbed their cyes.  On Sunday they fiest crowded to hear the
Rev, Frederick Silver preach, He modestly related how he
had recoguized, sy he believed, the chief need of the towa, and
why he had resolved to eolloct © musenin, [ the nflcr;\fmn
they crowded W the museum.  They siw Lhere over oue hun-

dred capital paintings, smong them works by Curlo Dolce
Dol Piombo; Curacel, Weostall, Hogueth, N, Poussin, Wouver.
mans, Galusborough, Landseer, They saw a mm’lcl of the
Alhambra, in Spain ; specimens of cocoons at work, and the
136 colours silk can take; a fino model of an o.lup)m'ut‘ taken
from n palace in Dolhi during the mutiny ; cases of Englisy
coing, from Willinm the Conqueror to Queon Vietoria - antique
watches and jewellery; a caso of remarkable ;ulwg'mphs of
great men; a noble ornithological collection, including 37
fine Austrian specimens; @ whole room fitted with the cU,;.
tumes, boots wml shoes, nets, implumnents, weapons, cte., of
New Zualsud, Madagascar, North Amerlen, Africs, China and
India,

“ They saw Cromwell’s sword,  But T mast not try te give
you Mr, Bilver's catalogue, which implies that the good g
had devoted bis whole mueans to his projuet, nud no doubt
levied contributions upon important sources. Well, thia thing
bias gone on for over 15 years; theresult i3 not only that thery
is no seat in Mr. Silver's church nnocenpied, but his museny
has revolationized the community in Norton in-Hales, I saw
not long ugo n Shropshire paper which declnres that the rec.
tor found that parish ¢ so lawless that its name bad obtained
a notoriety, and that it is now one of the happiest communi.
tics in Kagland!  The cottages are so large and so handsone
that travellers ask, ¢ Where do the laboureras live in this vil.
lage?” A school bas arisen, s new wmedical - dispensary, o
libmrey. The rectar’s chureh had to be rebmildt to bold the l;trgv
crowd, apd during the work he was in the habit of aiding it
with his own hands. This is the way Sabbath-breaking has
demoralized the Nortonians, who are so infatoated that they
recently held a featival ju hotnonr of their rector, whom they
declared by resolution # the lender in every good work which
could pruomote the intellectual and momd charcter of the
prople. 16 all rectors were like Silver, we should hear little
talk of disestablishment.”

Atscellaneons,

Stantey hus been offered the frecdom of the City of Logdon,
through the mediam of the Compatiy of Turners,

The Pope has aebled o the 10 of cathndle sainis the 1.
Queen Marin Christian of Naplos, Nicholas von dee Pl the
Freuel priest Jean " Ars, ntnd Pope Eugenias 111

The Khedive of B2y pt has sent twa aileers to Copanbings G
report tpon e imbiastring cxhbbition o that cagital, wond fo .
tabitely, f suitabin, commerennd relalions between Foypt and
Reatndinavia,
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FRALER

Ui i evells it their shadow befrel Toe loiperad
wdothee Pavis vperd bas beon bel al Hast, after remattiong wnew
Pl for twe years ) bat the pradent manngor <tipbntes 3}
Pesse abait By atnailed 4 ever s nomarchiaf any 1008 whe
eidn the box,

At the elose of the Franeh aud Gersgan war guantitle s of veed
poalitosss Woere sent frony Great Britain fooenabde the b Y]
Froneds fartners, whose nod doul been averern by the aatiten e
i arye Lo prodages aoerop for the nostng years Part of the
seentd ) e prorbuee 0f thevee aned palaleresd by 0w heing shlp.
jood fur the Koglish macket,

T ds reported (st o grumbilng tabie will bo establisbic
Viuduz, the eapital of the Hitle princtpadily hetwenn =
nasd e Austrian Tyrol, which bhas never been  medin
owing ta A8 goegeraplidesd pesition heing ~afe {rass angy am
i, The refgmiag Prinee fs sald to Tgve interestod o powerfal
raliway wangmey i the consiruelisg of A milwas foan VP
Kioreh and Bludetiz o Ldehitenstedtn, on the Lanka of the Swiss
Rhae,

Mathien Pouptnn is su beatisbie fehithyoprhagrist, whes Ireguaints
the Paris Halles Contrades, atd Hves on seraps of ruw b that
the wone-n nuse themselves by giving him,  For i eoiipie of
gous M will awallow any amount of the any frihe withaut
troabiing Hita<al? 100 the togat abwoul thinte staloness, e intensls
tes o the rimned of the fatrs BExt Your fo exiublt hls voraens
talent. 17 wo are to beljeve cortatn oncfentists " Mathilen aught
to have a well-developed bradn

The Hwizs Timey Lolls us of a marvel of caligeaphy vXeenied
by Quoirieo Carlo, the conrt esdigrupher of the King of [taby,
] preseited to the Gurman FKmperos In hogouar of his pecen?
vietortes,  The Emperor aecopted i amd cont back o tuoed.
sotse sutt, Thi deslgn represents  nol only the o [leraes of
Goermnn Unity” ns the heading styles 3t bt adso gives the
narnes of the most colebrated men (o Goonnay 5o al) branches
of salenes and art, and s execated (0 gy thun ooe hnndred
diflerent sivles of hatnd-writing.

Revernl attempts have been soade too fntrodhiges stengners
betweon Patanet amd the minnr Centrad Anveriean ports, bat
have proved fibires, The objoctions of the natives o stoem
nnvigation are traty charneteristie of o raca Gy whaon tinge 39
not money, ¢ How can you expect. s Spanish Americans ©
support such an tmposttion 2 sabl 4 man froan Chirlgul. <A
Atiing vessel takes i wesk from our place to Panamia. Daring
the whaote of that thne wo nre suppifed with went and Jdrink,
and pay only twenty-eight dollars; whilst the stesiner goos 3
tess thuin n duy, gives ox bl two. menls m mast, anst charges
thirty doilurs, 16 your own countryman are siily enough o
submit U osuch chinrges, they nay do so ;. bal we certainty
shind) uot”

The Manchester Guamdion says that a very funny Hustration
ol the danger of exelting American saseoptibilities o arenrred
nb Cardifs, o Colonel ™ Davies, the Unitéed States Conzul nl that
port, 15 swlso the owner of an esiade near the town, sl on Thurse
day he appenred in the County Court s defondant fnoan aelion
for nssault, The plalntUt wis an old farimer . who hed been vxs
cluded by the Colimed from a path- wlhiteh he clndmed th have
the rlighl o use,  The Colonet's defenes was that the ol man
haud used <« disrespeetful Inngungs to Uie reprassptative of 40,000
000 of peaple,” and tie furtharmore (foriaed the conrt that he
had struek for fraodom « beneath thut broad aod henutiful tag”
the Sinrs and Btripes, The Judge of the County Court sesns to
have bian xo much nffeeted by the magnifcent dgure which the
defondant iniwde . thatl he was unnble o give judginent at
onee, .




