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witlî this determ-fination," said thc cliazcellor; Il vil
You suifer a boyisb caprice to mnar the glor>' of you
reign, and let the croivn ivhich encircled the bros'
of Gustavus Vasa, bc wvorn b>' a strangcr '151

The king resuimcd bis seat and sunk into a dec1
reverie. The respect lie felt for the chancello
made him diffident of avolving bis rornantie detcr
mination of wooing one of the fair originals of thi
portraits before him, in bis oivn pet-son. Yct hi
resolution was taken, and, aftcr a fcwv minutes of in
tense deliberation, lie dctermincd to abide b>' it.

"'Oxensticrn !" lie cried;j "I1 have cicr consi
dered you more in thec light of a father aîîd friem(
than as a subjeet w'hose services 1 could clairîî asi
right. Listeni to ime -tho land is at peace, tht
sound of jo>' is in ever>' dwdfiling, and, for somn(
months (o came, our enemies arc not in a conditioi
to make head against us. My prescuce at Stock
holm is onl>' requircd to sec Justice propcrly nd.
ministcred, and to form plans cf future conquest, (c
add to the glor>' of my country; but these aff»aire,
are of little imiport ance at the present moment, and
can be rcgulatcd as wcll at a distance, through thE
medium of a faithful fricnd like you, as if Gustavus
wverc himsclf on the spot."

"4WTbat arc your majcsty's intentions VI ex-
claimed thie chancellor, in a tone of considerable
alarin, anid ver>' unceremoniously breaking in upon
the long speech, witb ivhich the young monarch pre-
faced the disclosure hie ivas about to make.

III do not wonider at your ivant of eourtesy,'
said tbe king, bursting into a hearty laugh "b>' St.
Ilerbertus ! I sbould be tired of the prologue to
such a farce myscîf. In matters of love, as well as
of war, it is the best plan to come to the point at
once,-as we did with thec Poles at the storining of
Raunsburg, but as 1 bad (o lay siege to the îvisdom
and experience of forty years, for once in my life I
thougbt it best (o be Ivar>, lest the cnemy sbould
force me to abandon the trenches. Nay, do flot
look so provokingl>' grave, my dear Oxenstiern, I
have a mmnd to aet the part of a lover as well as
that of a soWier, and woo a bride for myselfj with-
out the interpositiun of a third person, who in nine
cases out of ten, wins the beart hie is sent to secure
for bis master. 'It is my royal intention to leave
Stockholm incognito tomorroiv evcning, and comn-
mence my travels in search of a wifc."1

ISire, you ivill neyer gain ini consent to take so
rash and ilI adviscd a stcp," returticd the chaneel-
lor; you are still a minor, and must forgi.ve the
boldness of a friend, who dures warn you againît the
danger of such a bazardons cuiterprise."'

IlIt is useless to oppose my wishes," rephlied the
impatient prince ; "if the journe' bce frauglit with
danger, the satisfaction of overcoming it will en-
hance the pleasures of succcss. 1 feel confident
Ibat beaven will prosper mn> undertaking, and that 1

1 shall return to Stockholm, the happy huslJt0dl Of
r lovely brd.
V It was i-i vain that the chancellor used 311 tII

arts of persuasion of ivhich hie wvas master, tO 9
Ssuade the king from following the bent of his OÇ

r wishes ; hie found him inexorable; and at Jeflt 0
- îot only yielded to his importunities, but enterd

into his plans, and flnally suffered the enterPrisî'0
prince to leave Stockholm, with no othcr atteldait

-than a favourite page, the hie!r of a noble and d6ý
gu(ished family, on iwhom the king had cOiJerre
many marlis of bis esteem and fricndship.

Gustavus found the state of affairs in0r
much as hie had prcdicted. The poorer cla3

'people wvere wvrithing, under the tyranny Of tbei1

petty princes, without the poivcr of betteriflg y
condition, or any hope of emancipation fr0111 a
of slavcry. On the other hand, these pel'
lords of thc soul werc equally discontented V
emperor, and rcady to shake off their alegîSalc
the first opportunity tbat offercd.

lVhile sloivly urging bis steed through 21"
forcsts, and over long- tracts of uncultivated gr
the mind of the Sivedish monarcb wase tireY e g

*ployed in arranging those mighty plans of cOnl'l
which in after ycars hie carried effectually 111toex
cution.

Under the title of Count Dahl, heNVisited
court in the empire, boldly plungSing intO 1sihi
dissipation and pleiLsure, to gain a gyreater
into the morals and manners of tlhe prne 0
bIcs of thie land. of

His elegant~ manners and perfect knowled'Seu
polite literature, and the grace and flueflcy ~
which hie spoke the French and German lali,' 1
made bis company eagerly sought after bY 11ief
taste and learning, and rendered him anob
cnvy to the gay and thougbtless votaries O o tt

The haugbty and apathetie indi&frence th~
of rank evinced for wortb and gcnius, wben ul -

nectcd with immense wealtb and ver>' exalo $Wy
tion, so completely disgusted our royal adventict
that ha ivas on the point of giving up his Irn-o,,W
enterprize, and had come to the notable O .rthat love in Germany ivas stili confined tO
amator>' songs and fables, when he caught tJe~

glod in the ver>' act of directing bis keeoes't ti
from the dark eyes of the sprigbtly anid beS"
Sophia of Mccklenburg,.

Diminutive in stature, but exquisitelfjak
Sophia possessed cvcry requisite charmi WQ _e
finished beauty, and hier personal adVaft3'goe,
aided by a quick ivit and lively engagitig 10 t',
Mihen site sang, the most apathetie bent fo0oe
listen-when she danced, a graceful carri4 , ',

acquired greater case b>' increased rapidt>'
(ion. Uer laugi ivas irresistible, and the O 0 4
of bier lips displayed a double row& of peOX* jq
a casket of rubies. Gustavus was dazzled Wt
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