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ABOUT PiARMACOP(EIAS.

riti'i Pn WKb'T O'5HN AnMras AT TnE

iiTISIn l'nan. tjoSVEEE.

.inen th tirst :twcastle inieting the rival

Pharmnacopwiriast of Lu.)doin, Ediinbirgli and
Dublin have beeni fused into a naitional
Phairmacopaeia. h'Isis has been ad'antage-
titis ini helping forward and iiîaintainîing uni-
fortmity and purity ina medicino. Those of
us who have been ini harness durinig thre pub-
lication aid use of thrco or four pîhîarmna.
cop<eias know tie ef1ect a well-revised edition
has upoin the commercial standard of crudo

and nii:iufactired1 drugs.
The liritishi PIharmiacopîe'a, 1885, is an cx-

cellent type of what tuicli ai book shouli bu,
for it adopts a standard thtat ensures etlici-
ency, and does not attempt to initroluce rare
and exceptional qluaity that is only occasion-
ally obtainable, to the exelusion of that
which is to be had o! uniforni excellence
witliut difliculty.

There is, periaps, no work lapon which an

expert has to use lis judgmiienit with an snucli
tact anal ikill. so thVat he nay keepb both ini
touch ltand tuie with the ielical profession,
thie parmacist, the drig ierclhanit, and
maunfact urer, as when lie is called upon to
eiit a national pharmîîacopîria. lie iay be

,... ..... u.;., nowîg ainu r.

quireietms of the iiedical pîrofessionî ald
tie capalilities if phariacists and manifac.

turers, adoipts staindards and frames " char-
acters andil tests " whicli are acceptable ta all

concerned. and this withoit, in any degree.
iperilling that principle which thtis Asso.

ciation has at heart, viz., ta mainttain, twith-
out compromise, tie purity of medicino.

Pharinincists s9hould do aIl ini tleir power,
not ouly when in thîir own business pren.
ises, but also ia their public anil privatu
caipacities, etc., to impress upon tihe public
that i.husehold rîaedies shauld invariably
Ie purchased of a aimnilar strength andl qual-

ity l thuose imedicines physiciais direct te
be uîsed in compounding their prescriptions.

If pharsacists vutild thus ard in edtucatinig
the public they would rid theiselves of miucl
outlside competition in whicli weaker and ini.
ferior preparations are sald ini lieu of the

lreparatio-ns of a hilgher standard vended by
tliesmselve ; aid tiis mnight bo done quite
apart froum the question as to whether,
Itgally, it is compulsory to retail British
lianacopeia preparatiois or not.

Ia it not also desirable that pharmacists
uuliî,ld co-operate with the Medical Couicil

li their desire ta inak the British Pharma-
cwpmia lreparations leial for sale, and those
a! old pharnaicolpias abolete ana ilegal i

l. itny opinioni it is mont dosirablo.-[Cheîmi-
ist and Druggist.

TINCTURE OF SENNA.

By H. S. Pito-rot, P.î.c.

The auithor said that at the last revisimiî of

the blues list hie had raised the question of
the activity of the tincture senmu. le cou.
sidered it discreditable ta thre iedical pro.
fession that an inert propsratioi of ai active

drug stould reniain in the Piarmncopmia
vithout a protest fromt the pharinaceutical
body. lie lad been convinced for soie
years of the wortllessnoss of tinctura sein:u
as now propared, and lad inîeffectually pro.

tested against its rctention amsiong the official

preparations.
lis desire ins brimgiig the subject before

the Coniferenace was that further expeurieiceu
and expression of opinion frot ieinbers
might lead citier to a modification of the
formula or its deletion fron thes Pharua.
copiua. Christison had said that the active
part was easily dissolved out by water, recti.
fied and proof spirit.

OLler authorities set forth that the active
substance was a colloid body, easily soluble
ins water, but not ina strong alcobol. A
syrupy extract of senna nixed with in
cqual volume of alcobol threw down a mu-
cilage. After thtis was removed an addition
of alcoliol caused a precipitate of brown
inatter possessig purgative phf-perties, con)-
tainsing cathartic acid, wlicli is ailiost in.

soluble ins alcehiol, but soluble in waru
dilute alcohol. Wîrious authorities inighi

Zi. . t being the pur.

gative principle in senna, and ine respect to
its insolubility ini water and alcohol, coupled
with the stateienît that its alkaline saIts
were soluble in water and active cathartics.

If they supposed the alcoli to be rectified

spirit, an equal volume (if which threw down
the iucilage but not the active principle,
they wold conclude that the spirit for
natking the tincture senna, iniglit 'b equal
volumes of rectified spirit and water.

The addition of alcohtol which threw downî
the ictive imatter mnight be the quantity

which was necessary to raise the strength up
to that of proof spirit, and this wmould.bring
the statement, of the authority quoted into
accordanco with lis own experience, and
confirm his imsipressio thait tinctura sen:e
ought cithi r to bu abolished or made of
weaker spirit thau that now official. He

describei expîer:mients whiclh lie conisilered
fairly disposed of the idea that rectifical
spirit extracts th-> purgative principlu of

senna. His desiro ina bringing thre subject

before the imeetinîg was that others shoutld
experimnent upon aimilar lines anl test the

ellicacy of senna preparations made with

spirit more or less diluted, and determine
the question wletler tinctura seinau aoula
be abolished or amniided.-[British and
Coloinial Druggist.

STARCH IN ENEMATA AND SUPPOSI-
TORIA.

The En-mnata of th British Pharmnacopaiva,
live it numîber, are generally regarded as

utseful ext emporaneous foriuLe insertei for

conveiient referenco. We are bound, how.
ever, ta presenrt auy preparation recogmized
by authority in tie best possible mauner.

Witlh oine exception, thre enuma asafetidae,
imiado wthi distilled water, they înay be de.
scribed as inedicated compountds of the
mnucilagL-e of starch.

We have three varieties of amylun at our
connand : that .roîciured fromn thre grains of
coiion wheat, Triticumu satiruam ; imîaize,
Xea .MLuy<S; and rien, Ory:<a .-tiîru.

In preparing the oflicial nucilagià amyli
the choice is left free.

Tio selection is not a matter of inditherence
in a dispensing point of view.

Thi use of rice starch inî preparin-, tie
mucilage ordered ins enemuata is nlot to ha re.
commended, as the result, even with skilful
manipulation, is poor.

'Vleat or muaize starci mnay bu advised,
preferably the former, as being thre olure
readily procured.

Fromt both an excellent agent of suspension
nay be produced, by means if whicll tliese

otherwise unsighîtly riedies may bie pro-
sented in a perfect state of comsîbination.

Tic enenata opii and terebinthiim:e nay bu
dismnissed without conmtaent.

The enena alnes is conàstructed on a strictly
scientific basis ; the !.tròonati- of potassiun
,rich it con'ains naterially assista iu efect-

iig the solution if the aloes. The sa'ie
alkali is mpciloyel witl equal advantage ins
the decoctunm aloes comlipositun.

Tihe enemia unaeimaesii -iuilplatis lresents a
tdispensin: difliculty, the official formula and
directions being as follus :
Sulphate of mllagnesiluîn . ... 1 ouice.
Olive oil................ 1 fluid oulce.

îlucilage of starch ... ..... I- Iltnia ouices.
Dissolve the sulphate of mîiagnàesitun in the

mucilago of starch, add tihe oil and mix.
Shouild these instructions be literally car-

ried out the result is tuisatisfactory. Oil of
any kind so added to a solution of a salit
auust separate, and the present instance forms
nu exception to the rule.

The imethod enployed is simple and de-
pends on a well-knowi dispeusing arrange-
ruent. Reserve lialf the quantity of wato
and lin it dissolve the sulphate of nagiesium.
Next, inake a starcl mucilage vith the re.
mnaining half of thie ivater, ana incorporate
the olive oil with the concentratea nucilage.
Finally, adl by degrces tie dilute solution of
tie iagnesiumîx sait. Toir objecta are thus
accured - a perfect iedicinal coipound, and
an excellent enulsioi.

The Suppositoria of the Britis Pliarma.
coixeia are divided into two classes: those
with oil of thcobroma as a base, and those
with curd soap. The former are nelted and
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