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ABOUT PHARMACOPEIAS.

FROM PRESIDENT UMNKY'S ADURENS AT THE
RRITISIE PHARM. CONFERENCE,

Sinee the first Neweastle meeting the rival
Pharmacopeias of London, Edinburgh and
Dublin have been fused into a nntional
Pharmacopieia.  This has been advantage-
ous in helping forward and maintaining uni-
formity and purity in medicine, Those of
us who have been in harness during the pub-
lication and usc of threo or four pharma.
copeias know the eflect a well-revised edition
has upon the commercial standard of crudo
and manufactured drags,

The British Pharmacopa’a, 1883, is an ox-
collent type of what such a book should be,
for it adopts & staundard that cnsures eftici-
ency, and does not attempt to introduce rare
and exceptional quahty that is only occasion-
ally obtainable, to the exclusion of that
which is to be had of uniform excellence
without difliculty.

There is, perhaps, no work upon which an
expert hus to use his judgment with so much
tact and skill, so that he may keep both in
touch and tune with the medical profession,
the phanmacist, the druy merchant, and
manufacturer, as when he is called upon to
edit a national pharmacopeeia.  He may be
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quirements of the medical profession and
the capathilitivs of pharmacists and manafac.
turers, adopts standards and frames ‘“ char-
acters amld tests ™ which are acceptable to all
voncerned, and this without, in any degree,
imperilling that principle which this Assu-
ciation has at heart, viz, to maintain, with-
out compromise, the purity of medicine.

Pharmacists should do all in their power,
not only when in their own business prem-
iscs, but alse in their public and private
capacities, elc., to impress upon the public
that houschold rewedies should invariably
be purchased of a similar strength and Gual.
ity to thoese medicines physicians direct to
be used in compounding their prescriptions.

1f pharmacists would thus aid in educating
the public they would rid themselves of much
outside competition in which weaker and in.
ferior preparations ave sold in licu of the
preparations of a higher standard vended by
themselves ; and this might be done quite
apart from the question as to whether,
legally, it is compulsory to retail British
I'harmacopeia preparations or not.

Is it uot also desirable that pharmacists
should co-operate with the Medical Council
in their desire to mako the British Pharma-
copeia preparations legnl {or aale, and those
of old pharmacoperias absolete and illegal 1

In my opinion it is most desirable.—[Chem-
ist and Druggist.

TINCTURE OF SENNA.

BY B, §. PROCTOR, P.1.C.

The author said that at the last revision of
the blue list he had raised the question of
the activity of the tincture senniww. He con-
siderod it discreditable to the medical pro-
fession that au inert preparation of an active
drug should remain in the Pharmacopaia
without a protest from the pharmaceutical
body. He had been convinced for sume
years of the worthlessness of tinctura sennw
as now prepared, and had ineffectually pro-
tested against its retention among the official
preparations.

His desire in bringing the subject befere
the Conference was that further exporience
and expression of opinion from members
might lead either to a modification of the
formula or its deletion from the Pharma.
copasta,  Christison had said that the active
part was easily dissolved out by water, recti-
fied and proof spirit.

Other authorities sct forth that the active
substance was a colloid body, ecasily soluble
in water, but not in strong alcohvl. A
syrupy extract of senna mixed with an
equal volume of aleobol threw down a mu-
cilage.  After this was removed an addition
of alcohol caused a3 precipitate of brown
matter possessing purgative pfoperties, con-
taining cathartic acid, which is almost in-
soluble in alcobol, but soluble in warm
dilute alcohal. Various authorities wmight
e qiuied 23 fo cathartic 5éid being the pur-
sgative principle in scuna, and iv respect to
its inyolubility in water and aleohol, coupled
with the statement that its alkaline salts
were soluble in water and active cathartics.
If they supposed the aleohol to be vectified
spiri¢, an cqual volume of which threw down
the mucilage but not the active principle,
they would conclude that the spirit for
making the tincture sennne wight be equal
volumes of rectificd spirit and water.

The addition of aleohol which threw down
the active matter might be the quantity
which was necessary to mise the strenath up
o that of proof spirit, and this would bring
the statement of the authority quoted into
accordanco with his own experience, and
confirm his impression that tinctura sennie
ought cith r to bo abolished or made of
weaker spirit than that new ofticial. He
deseribed experaments which he considered
faicly disposed of the idea that rectified
spitit oxtracts the purgative principle of
scnna.  His desire in bringing the subject
before the mecting was that others should
experiment upon similar lines and tost the
efticacy of scnna preparations made with
spirit morv or less diluted, and determine
the question whether tinctura sennwe should
be abolished or amended.—[British and
Colonial Draggist.

STARCH IN ENEMATA AND SUPPOSI-
TORIA.

The Enemataof tho Bratish Pharmacopaa,
five 1 number, are gonerally regarded as
uaoful extemporancous formulbie inserted for
convenient reference. We are bound, how.
ever, to present any preparation recogmzed
by authority in the best possible manner.

With one exception, the enema asafwtide,
mado with distilled water, they may be de;
scribed as medicated compounds of thu
mucilage of starch.

We have three varicties of amylum at our
command : that procured from the grains of
common wheat, Triticum saficum ; maize,
Zea Muys; und rice, Oryza sadiva.

In preparing the official mucilago amyli
the choice is left free.

The selection is not a wmatter of inditferetice
in a dispensing point of view. :

Thoe use of rice starch in preparing the
mucilage ordered in enemata is not to be re.
commended, as the result, even with skilful
manipulation, is poor.

Wheat or maize starch may be advised,
preferably the former, as being the more
readily procured.

From both an excellent agent of suspension
may be produced, by means of which these
otherwise unsightly romedies may be pro-
sented in a perfect state of combination.

The enemata opii and terebinthinae may be
dismissed without comment.

The enema alaes is constructed on a strictly
scicutific I.):ulis; the ewrdunude of putassium
which it contains materially assists in effect-
ing the solution of the alees. The same
alkali is employed with equal advautage in
the decnctum aloes compositum.

Tho encma maguesii sulphatis presents a
dispensing difficulty, the ofticial formula and
directions being as follows :

Sulphate of magnesium . ... 1 ounce.
Oliveoileeeeiviuaaaas, 1 fluid ounce.
Muzilage of starch ... ..., 15 tluid ounces.

Dissolve the sulphate of magnesium in the
mucilage of starch, add the oil and mix.

Should these instructions be litemlly car-
ried out the result is unsatisfactory. Oil of
auy kind so added to a solution of a salt
must separate, and the present instance forms
10 exception to the rule.

The methud employed is simple and de-
pends on a well-known dispeusing arrange-
ment. Reserve half the quantity of water
and in it dissolve the sulphate of magnesium.
Next, make a starch wmucilage with the re-
nmining hall of the water, and incorporate
the olive il with the concentrated mucilage.
Fiually, add by degrees the dilute solution of
the magnesium salt. Two ohjects ave thus
sccured— a perfect medicinal compound, and
an excellent emulsion.

Tho Suppesitoria of the British Pharma-
copweia are divided into two classes: thoso
with oil of thcobroma as a base, and those
with curd svap. The fortner are melted and




