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Sonteibutors wnd Goveesymidents
WATOH{NG AND WAITING,

8 Mz, Eptror,~—Some unknown friende
8§ have pentme a pamphlet* by I, W. Grant,
 publishoed in Toronto, purporting to be a
reply to my traotato on the ™ Second Com.
£ ing of tho Lord.” Ttis woll oalled a reply,
for it is noanswor. To me it is most satis-
b factory 5 (1) because with thoe exception of
an altered misreprezontation (p. 12) which
amounts, even if true, only to a misundex-
standing on my part, and whiok does not in
the least impair my argument, the writer
sdmits tho general correctness of my state-
ment of the doctrino held by the Brethron,
and fxies to establish it ag ngainst my rea.
soning. 'The charges which I bring against
theso dovtrines, as to their tendenoy, he re-
fors to * Him who jndgeth righteousiy.”
As I had dome this before, we leave
the decision safely at the same {ribunal,
snd God will judge both the dqotrines and
me, (2) Bocause the tract affords as good
B sn illnetration as I oonld desire of thai
self.complacent arrogance of which-I com-
¥ plein, snd of which our friends seem to be
nttetly unconsoious, which leads them o
fancy thet no one is an Rhonost, carncst
student of propheocy, or knows the Bible,
ot is guided by the Holy Spirit, but them.
selves. (8) Bacause it also illustrates the
wubile, ingenions, and evarive mode of ar-
gument whioh our friends use in support of
their theory, and the exiraordinary shifts
B and pet phrases to which they resort in

order to turn the edge of the Sword of the
Spirit and evade the point of a fext, For
sxample, I sm now tpld that the Ohuroh is
God's house (and eaoch individual saint a
temple), the body of Ohrist, formed by the
baptism of the Bpirit, the Eve (/) the bride f
$helast Adam ; and as these are not figura.
tive terms, but express a reality, and were
never used in reforenco to the Old Tesia-
ment Ohuroh, THEREFORE it was not God's
ohuroh ; but the Church began at Pentecost
and will leave the oarth, taking the Holy
Ghost with it, when Christ oomes for His
sainte. Again I am told of ¢ Man's Day,”
(1 Qor. iv. 8) a8 being **fhe time in which
he hns the world to bhimself, just as the
¢ day of the Lord’ is when he -takes it into
his ‘own’ (sic.) meaning, (as I suppose, for
14 is not very clear, and I have no wish to
misrepresent) that ‘man's day' corres.
§ ponds to the intexrval botween the
Tiord's coming for the Saints and with
them.” But my object at present is nof to
roply to Mr. Grant, Xknowtoo well that
he and all who have embraced these views
are bayond the reash of argument, and will
freat anything I may say as the folly of one
who i **bold,” (1 Cor. x. 8) wanting in
honesty and oourlesy, aud untaught of
God, inssmuch a8 I am not of their opin-
fon. My object is to set in more olear
light the ohief question at issue, and which
in my opinion ecovers an error, that is af
the present time doing a world of misshiof
among good, esrnest, serious-minded en-
quirers. It is for the sake of these I write,
and I beseeoh them to search the scriptures
and see for themselves.

The common dootrine of the Univeraal
Ohurch- of God has been: that the gospel
of Ohrist is to be preached for the diseipling
of all nations, and that Ohrist by his Spirit
(John xvi, 7, 8,) is to be witk the Ohurch,
thus tonching and witnessing fo convince
¢ the world” until the end of the age.
‘When He shall come to take His people to
Himselt and to judge * the world " (Jobn
#fi, 16, inoluding saints) in righteoueness.
The dootrine I impugn is: that Christ
msy oome in the air any hour and {ake
away his Church and the paraclets before
the end 3f the age and the day of judg-
ment ; and that sainis ought to be hourly
sxpeoiing TmIS coming of Ohristin the
‘r‘

The gueation isnot of & persontl coming;
Christians generally believe that ; but of &
soming in the air before the personal com-
ing. Ave we o expect Chrisé ANY DAY, {0
take away the Churoh and the paraclete ?
The brethren say, yes. I say, no. The
tract whioh I am noticing asks the question,
“ought we to bes watching.," I answer

3 five thousand times, yes. And I frust
when the ILord ocomes to me, I will
be found watehing, That is not the point.
To state it mnors clearly, I oaunot do better
than quote from Mr. Geant's tract.

# T eannot watch for what Tknow cannot
 some for » thousand yesxs yot. Wait, I
 oan and must, of conrss, Waick, I oan-
“not, Watching is based on the umcer.
“ talnty of when he may come. According
%4 Mr, Laing, it is certain e cannot
“oiime In our timé. As to that then we
- 4 may go toslesp, as we list ; watching ie in
L] m""

Hbré » very proper distinetion is drawn
’ * Opent Wi 70 ¥ Warcume.” A reply o Mr.

frast_on “The a of the
g B
b1 ; Maats 39T,

botweon watclung and warting, & distine-
tion found in Seripture, and whick deserves
Mr, Grant's attontion, as it is evident the
Spirit has not yet lod him into all truth.

The word watch oocnra twenty-throe
timos, viz: Mat. xxiv. 42, 485 xxv. 183
2xvi. 88, 40, 41 }—~Mark xiil, 84, 8D, 87 ; xiv.
84, 87, 88 ;—Tinko xii. 87,80 j—Aocts xx. 81;
1 Cor. zvi, 18 ;—0ol. iv.2;—1 Thes. v. 6,
10 ;—1 Pot. v, 8 ;—Rov. iil. 2, 8; xvi. 15,

Notw in not one of these passages iz a
porson or an event referred to as tho object
of the watohing, NEVEK I8 IT SAID OR IM-
PLIED, WATOX FOR THE Lokrp or Hre cosuune.
To watoh means to bo awako, and at the
post of duty: 1 Thes, v. 6, 10, In this
gonse wo ought to wafoh, and in this sense
4rno Ohristiaus are watohing, Bub it isa
different thing to eny that watching is ex-
pecting Ohrist, It is never used in that
gense. Liook at Rev, iii. B, It i3 erid, not
«If thou sbalt wateh, I will come and take
thee to mysolf, thersfors watoh in expeoi-
ation of my coming,” but the vory contrary.
« Xf thou shalt not wateh, that is, be awake
to duty—X will come on thee a. a thief, and
thon shalt not know what hour I come.
Watohfnlness or walefulness is enjoined
throughont in view of danger and of judg.
ment, not in view of Ohrist’s coming to
bless. The watchiug of $he Brethren thus
is not the watohing of the Bible.

The word wail oecurs seven times, viz:
Rom. viii. 19, 28,26; 1 Cor, i. 7; Gal. v,
&; Phil, {if, 20; Heb. ix. 28. In every
instance it has reference to Christ and His
second coming as the objeot of the waiting,
His ooming to redecmn creation, mot to
take the Churoh: His revelation (1 Cor. i,
7), not & coming into the air; His coming
to fashion our vile body like unte His
glorions body, that is at tho resurrection.
Another verb ocours, Titus ¥, 18, and Jude
21, also oonnected with the epiphany, not
the invisible coming.

The verb also occurs in Lmke xii. 86,
when the Master is expooted by the ser.
vantd,

The waiting then for the revelation of
Josus is not the watching for Him coming
in the air, but the patient waiting of1
Thess. i, 10, (s different word) {o whioh
even the most ardent must submit, until
God's purpose of love to all nations in the
gospel shall be folfilled. In 1 Thess. v. 6,

Christians are exhorted fo watch as con-
{rasted with sleeping, and in verse 10 it is
said: * whether we arewatching or sleep-
ing, we shall live together with Him,” and Fn
verse 4, The day of the Liord,” for destrue-
tion to others is spoken of as coming and
overtaking the * brethien,” not unprepared
but waking and waiohinq; but how conld
thss be, if ** the brethren ” had been ouught

ug into the air yoars before that day ?
 Ought we to be watohing?"” Yes, ten
thoueand times yes; not cherishing base.
less hopes of & coming in the air, and fer-
rifying men by unfounded statements of
impending judgments; but being fally
awake o our privilege and daty; active
and zealous in proclaiming the gospel, the
love of God, and His long-suffering which
is salvation, and patiently waiting for the
fulfilment of the promise that the king-
doms of this world shall become the king.
doms of our Liord aund of his Christ, and
that at the end of this gospel age our ador-
able Saviour will come again to recsive us
to himself, that where he i3 there we may

be algo : * Even so come Lord Jesus.”

Joun LiaING.

OUR OWN OHUROH.

No. IV.

Mgr. EpiToR, —In a former lotter Ireferx-
ed to the situation of probationers and li.
oentiates of our Church, and showed that
the remuneration whioh they receive is much
under what it ought to be, and that it is
not such a8 io encourage respeotable
young men of talent to enter the Church
and devots their time and talenis to the
work of the ministry. I would like now to
rofer to the

CONDITION OF MAKY OF OUR VACANCIES,

Some aongregations remain too long va-
oant where insre fs no sound or valid rea-
son for doing #0; and the result is that =
epirlt of hyper-criticism in largely develop.
od, and the people come to regard them-
selves sm standard judgoes of preaching.
What wonld be regarded as good preaching
from a stated pastor is looked upon as very
common-place; and instead of listening
with eatisfaciion and often wilh profit to
the unfolding of the Gospel of Ohrist, peo-
ple grow {o want something new. Then
difforences ariso as to who should take the
lend in congregational matters. Imay be
that the more intelligent of the people have
been managing, and as this has not brought
about a desirablestate of mattors, the more
ignorant are indnoed to atep to the front,
and matiers very often instead of beingim.
proved srs mads worse. Then again by
protracted vacanoies the preaching of the
gospel ia ofton redneed fo a gnestion of
dollarsand oents. The congregation thinks
that the Prosbytery should send tHem the
very best sapplies, whilo they sre willing
to pay just as litle as posible, and pride
themeelves in the shought that they are

gotting supplied for eighidoliaran Sabbath,

rd

and considorable varioty nt that, the sum !
totsl paid being much lower than suoh a
congrogation aould offor to Ay respectnble
or avorage man. Suoch n gelfish, worldly
apirit {s destruativo of all frus spiritunlity
of mind, and must resnlt in spiritaal deocay
or denth to the ocugregation which fostors
arencourages it, Thore is one other fea-
ture oconsionally oxhibited by congrega-
tions in the seleotion of ministers whioh
must bo condemnad, and that is tho ques-
tion of nationality,. No doubt on this
point the less said tho botter; still I am
glad to notico that boforo the growinyg in-
tolligonce and deepening piely of the mom-
bera of our Church this hatefnl spirit ia
quickly dying out; indeed the days would
almost seem to he numbered when if a
ministor was asked to proaoch in a vaoancy,
andin all sincorily *'shunned not to de.
olare tho whole counsel of God,” and * kept
baok nothing that was profitable to them,”
instoad of asking with all honesty of pur.
pose—1Xe such preaching caloulated to edify
the “body of Christ ?" before lenving the
pew sush questions were often heard going
the rounds * What part of the north of
Iroland is he from ?” or ¢ Ishe & Bcotoh-
man 2" or # Don’t you think from his accent
heis English ?” or ¢ Does he speak Gaelic 2”
Wo are in Oanada building ap a great
Oanadian nationalily extracted from each
and composed of all; and whatover may ho
the honest pride we all feel in the old land,
still the ohuroh is not the place to exhibit
suoh, It iy not likely to he a question
which will trouble the Invisible Churoh,
and we should not allow it to frouble the
visible Ohureh. XEverything which oauses
divisions should be discountenanced, come
from whatever sourcs it may, and the
whole Presbyterian family put forth one
undivided fromt, illustrating that their
principles are not only sound and seriptural
but harmonious as well,

LOVE OF OHANGE,
is beeoming more apparent year by year,
and if ensouraged will probably work mis.
ohief in tho end. The changes which have
been introduced and the differences which
oxigt in the psalmody of our Church are
coming to be inconvenient, especially to a
person who travels much {brough the
country ; as the psalm books ard hymn
books whioh suit in one ohurch are not
used in another, and the consequenosis that
at present one does not know what sort of
book to take to church. It is notverylong
sineo I worshipped in a Presbyterian churoh
where the minister did not give out apsalm
or paraphrase, but allhymns, On this vo-
oasion my psalm.book was of no use to me.
Very soon after that I worshipped in
ohurch whers no hymns are sung, and
on this ocoasion my hymn book was
only an incumbrancs, Now it is in no un-
friendly spirit that I oall the attention of
fathers and brothren to this unseemly want
of uniformity. We are inundated with
hymns, and hymn writors, and it is uttorly
impossible in a life-time to become famil.
iar with themall, threo or four or five hun-
dred hymns, and as many different tunes,
go that if & person should live tho age Me-
thusela he would fail to attain to a fall ac-
quaintance with them. I am not insensis
ble to the difficulties and prejudices which
gurround this question ; but I think thereis
suffioient wisdom and talent in the Ohuroh
to settlo it satisfactorily ; and tha sooner
the better.

This love of change has laid hold of the
ministry of the Ohuroh to some exient, the
pastorate of many ministors being of only
a fow years duration. No doubi there are
just causes for many of the changes which

take place ; still the tie whioh nnites min.
isterd and people is very saored and shonld
not be easily broken. Net long eince a
clergyman from the United States told me
that in the Presbytery in whioh he lived
there was not a minister three years in his
congregation. Waell we are not so bad as
this, but if we drift along we may some
day be able to say the same. We disap-
prove of the practice of tho Methodisis as
fo thelr nystematic changes; aud even
some of them aro getting tired of them ; as
very often when s minister has just began
to sce some results from his labours, or
when he has got properly acquainted with
the people, he has to lifc his stakes and go
to new fields of labour. Encouraged by
ast ancoess and cheered by the lhopes of
nture, let our ministers and mem-
bers gird themselves afresh for tho
work which lies before them and fo
whioh they are specially oalled, know-
ing that tho time is sbort; that the baitlo
will soon be ended and tho viotory won ;
that the time eometh when the Chareh
shall entor mpon her millennial reign—
 when violenoe ghall no more bs heard in
thy land, waating nor destruction in thy
borders,” but praise asoend continually,
the musio of which shall be lond as ¢* the
volee of many waters,” aud sweet as
that of * harpers, hsrping with their
harps.”
o And yet abanner thou hast given,
To them who Thee do fear;;
Phas 15 by them beoause of trath,
Displayed may appear.”
PRESBYTERIAN,

Toronto, May &, 1877,

THE S10UX REFUGEES IN THE
NORTH-WEST.

Mz, Epiror,~The vonorabls Dr. Wil
liamson, of §t. Petor's, Minnosota, so long
aud so faithfully laboring among tho Bionx
or Dakotn Indiane, in advising me of the
shipment of & box of books and medioines
for the Bioux refngees in tle vieinity of
Fort Ellice, onelosea tho accompunying ar.
tiole, of which he says: “By raquest I
send you &n artiole addressed to the Chris-
tians of Manitoba and the Dominion of
Canada. 'Thoe writer and her husband woro
for some {ime Indian missionaries, but not
among the Bionxz, aud had to loave cn ao-
connéof ill health.” The brothren to whom
I have ghown the coamuniontion sirongly
advised that it should be published, with
the hope that it may exoits practieal sym-
pathy in bohalf of those poor negleoted
Sionx, who are now without doubt to be
permanent resideuts of our country. I
hope, therefore, you may bo ablo to find
room for it in tho PrEspYTRRIAN, with this
note, which is needful for the proper under-
ptanding of i, I may say that the Bolo-
mon reforred to is the missicuary for whose
tranalation to Foxrt Ellioce all arrangements
wore made lasé year, when our Foreign
Mission Oommittes found they oould not
undertake the $600 a year necessary for
his support., I hope the Ohuroh will soon
remove that diffioulty, He is a Sioux—a
man of plety and intolligence, and & regu-
larly ordained Presbyterian minister of
many-years sianding.

¢ Enoch Oloud.appearing” is the best
eduoated of the Sioux in Manifoba, and
porhaps the most influential, He and his
mother iiave been members of the Presby.
terian Churoh for many yoars. His father,
now about eighty years 0ld, was recelved in
1875.

# White Eagle” is another ohief, for
whom and his band the Churoh of England
has provided, Yours truly, Jonn Braok,

Kildonan, Man.,, May 12th, 1877,

To the Christians of Manitoba and the
Dominion of Canada :

Drar Friexng,~—There comes to py eiok
roonr ocoasionally, a little paper—T'he Tapi
Oayo—n sheet publiched monthly by the
Dakots Mission. In tho Maroch number
I find the following :—

FROM MANITOBA.

Thirty-five years ago, Enoch Oloud.ap-
pearing was one of three Dakota young
men, who were taken fo Ohio for a year,
After the outbreak of 1862, he and his
father's family went off to the Assiniboine
River couniry, in Manitoba, where they
continue to reside in the neighborhood of
Fort Ellice. Within two years past they
have been making efforis to obtain & re-
ligious teacher. And it was confidently
expeoted that the Presb?eri:n Missionary
Sooioty of Oanada would oall one of our
native pastors to do that missionary work.
Want of funds prevented if.

o Solomon, who was expected to have
gone thers, Enooh writes, under date of
Nov. 17, 1876, He says: *Lately I went
down to Fort Garry, and thera saw and
conversed with several ministers, when I
underatood why you did not come. They
thought perhaps they could send me an
English missionary, ButI amhoping that
your promise may yet be fulfilled, and I
answered them acoordingly, that I was hop-
ing in God’s merey. .

# They have sent White Eagle a mission-
ary and sll that is needful for edueation.
But for me they have done nothing as yet.
8till X am hoping, and I do not forget to
pray to God pvory day. This winter I do-
pire to hear what you will do.

@ Youn must tell all this fo Dr. William-
gon and Mr. Riggs. I want to have a
sohool and preaching in this country, but I
am waiting for you, Xremember what you
told me; but it does not yet appear when
it can be aceomplished. Perhaps there is
some hindranos in the way fhat you can
tell me of. .

« At Fort Garry I saw a minister, Rev,
James Roberison by name, who gave me
alates and penoils, with whioh I veill teach
writing this winter. Mones Flying-Arrow
oan now read as well as I do. I will now
toach him to write, and others also. I
grestly rejoice that my children have made
progress in learning. But how they will be
able to advance farther does not appesr,
and that grieves my heart.

¢YWhen y?u cams here the Lord's Sup-
per waa given to us, but now, for a long
time, we havo not partaken thercof. ‘When
you partake of it remember us. And if no
one comes to us, how shall we be organized
into a church? o

“Then, how I am to do_tlis winfer I
know not. For Iam agif I conld notdo
anything. I am like one en a {ree calling
out. Nevortheless, for myself, I am earn-
And I say to others, ‘Re-
momber to pray. Belisve the Son of God,
and trnst in Him, If you do this you will
live. Whosoever does this willlive. There-
fore do it! But if they wish to follow,
what ave they todo? Aud thers is nothing
to-follow, and so how oan they ? It isnot
in vain, though it seems as if it were in
vain, But I think whatever God com-
ma-1s me to say and do, is right. Also I
have heeu a great sinner and a leader in
ovil dseds, as you know my nawe is Gloud-
Appearing, But now every day and night,
T seek to enter the narrow gate inthe w
that leads fo life, And as for my kindred,
T wish that they may all follow. And all

ost in prayer.

you, my relaiives, who belong to the churoh

of God, by prayer help us, that wa may all
tcgather soe anoh other in tho country of
Mahypeya,

4 'l'mlg. a8 yet, this eountry is a wilder-

noss, and dwolling in it ir diffieult, Dab
hero wo are, and hore we shall ablde; snd
8o I wish you to remomber us, and help us
by your prayers, that in thiz sonnixy we
may knsw God's moroy.”
Ho then makes an appeai to Dr. Williame
son and My, Riggs for modioine and books,
#If they ean give me some books, thay will
make mo very glad, I sm unable to buy
booky, and if they do not give thew to me,
it ia not probable that I can got them auy-
where. Father end mofber are yot nlive.
Fathor suys, when T am able I will write to
Mr. Rigge, aud perhaps he will put some
wotds in the Japi Oaye.”

When I had read i, I sat & loug time
stariog a$ it—I1 saw two sontonces that to
me, mennt & grest deal,
“They thought they might send mo an
Englich missionary, But Iam hoping that
your promise may bo fu'filled, ete.'” Do
yon know why he hopes tho promiee of
his Dakota brother on this side the line,
may bo fuifilled in going to him? He will
not despiso the words of an Englich mis.
sionary, but tho words of snch an one, to
the Dakotn, must nesessarily, for & long
timme bo words in an unknowr tongue.
This peaplo, in order to comyprohend the
sweet old story

# Of Jesua ard His lovo.”
must hear it IN THRIR OWN LANGUAGE.

Is it strange that this man is * hoping
in God's mercy” to send him a minister
whose spoach he oan understand ?

Suppose you and I were set down $e-moxs
row in Ohina, and that all the preaching
or instruotion we might get was in Chinase.
How much good would it do us? We
might have our English Bibles along, I
hope we wounld not forgel to take them.
But suppose wo had only a part of God's
good word, and that most of us could not
read oven that—what then? ‘Would we
not ory out that in ‘ God's meroy” a
teacher of OUR 0WX TONGUE might be sent
us?

¢ And if no one comeg to us how shall
wo be organized into a chureh 2"

Onr old geography t{olls us that ¢ the
Indian is fond of hunting, fishing, and
wayr, implacable and revengefal” If the
geography is right then hore must F~ a
new thing. ‘What has happened? Surely
this red man with such & question
on his lips must have met Jesus
on tho way, and have *learned
of Him.” And is there no afirmalive
anewer to his question? Oannot some way
be devised to give him his heart's desire
—n preachsr, and Sabbath privileges, with
the communion ?—If he desired to buy
powder he could get it—If he wanted
“ firo wator ” and was too poor to purchase,
there would be no Iack of while men fo
give it to him. Bhall he long so enrnesily
for tho best things, and fail to obtain?

I learn that a converted Dakota, & na-
tive pastor among his own peoplo, is ready
to respond to the oallof his kindred in your
Dominion, but that the ¢ Native Dakotla
Missionary Society " are too poor to send
him. How could it be otherwise? Just
struggling up out of the darkness and de.
gradation of heathenlsm, we think they do
nobly to accomplish what they do. De-
voured by the locust, and oppressed in
many ways, it is wonderful that in their
poverty they have courage to attempt &
work for thoso in the regions beyond, X
hear that theyhad designed, *at theirown
ohargos,” to send this man to Enooh, buat
that the money faileth.

Dear Oanadian Christiaus, if, by giving to
thie good work in your Dominion, a man
who having the languags at his tongue's
ond, needs no expensive interpreter, no
long years of study, bofore he oan begin to
work, we can reduce the expense of sush s
mission to the simple support of & pastor's
{amily, canuot you, in your love for your
own Hounr Missions, find a way to bridge
the ohasm between your waiting people,
snd our wailing native brother? I{ we
will give you the man reaDY for work—and
that means everything, where there is an
Indian language to be taken into acconnt—
cannot you find A way for his support and
Goall 2

¢ How shall they hear without a preach-
er? And how shall they preash except
they be sent 2"

The Manse, Rochester, Minnesota, April
8th, 1877,

THERE axe & fow people in Canada who
advooate the abolition of oapital punish.
wment. To such we commend the following
item, culled from an Amerioan exchange:
¢ Capital punishment was established in
Maine in 1875, and during the year follows
ing thers was but one murder in the State, .
and ia that oase the murderer commiited
suicide. It was abolished in 1876, and in
one year there were ten oapital crimes de-

manding legal punishment.”




