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{fon in his cabin, yet the captain of a slave
ship. ‘Lhis is tho progress wo are to ox-

oct, 'Thia ia the glorfous development of
Christlanity whioh we are to look for
Well did tho wise preacher say, “ Say not
thou, what is the osuse that the former
days wore botier than theso? for thou
dost not enquire wisely conosrning thia.
The latter days are tho better days. The
oanso of truth, of righleousucss, of God is
over advanoing., The tlmo {s approaching
when the knowledge of the Lord shail
covor the whole earth, and when believers
ghall como, in the *unity of the faith,
and of the knowlodge of the Son of
God, wnito a porfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ.” Happy they who help forward
thia glorions consummation! Happy thoy
who in their own porsons aro tending to it.
Happy they whe are in the advanco in
this mighty progress, which nothing ecan
finally stop, nox even tho gntes of hell pro-
vail against it! Happy they who cherish
ia their hoarts, and manifest in gheir lives,
that holy charity which shell” one day
bind the whele race of man into one family
of love, over which Christ shall xeign, and
Qod i¢joice as of old, when He looked on
the sis duy~ work, aud beliold it was goul,
Meauwbile, brothien, we, if we be Chris
tians at all, will, following the instinet, if
we may so term i, of the new and spiritual
life, which prompts ustoreek aftor advance-
ment and perfection—we will be endeavour-
ing to apply for ourselves aud vur people,
and according to the Lest lights woe cnjoy,
and with prayer, to that God who is Loth
light and love, for more light and more
love. We, 1say, willbe endeavuming to
apply the prineiples of Christianity more
thoroughly, more wisely, more constantly,
to our own cirenmstances and condition, so
that we may have more enlarged and accu-
tate approhensions of our own special
duty, ‘The question of the Christian is ever
that of Paul at his conversion, ** Wit wilt
Thou have me to do ¢"  The prayor of the
Christian is that of David of old, *Teach
me to do Thy will, for Thou art mfr God.
Thy spirit is good, lead me into the mnl‘of
nprightness.”” The temper of tho Chris.
tian is that of the speech which Eli put into
the mouth of tho youthiful Samuel, ** Speak,
Lord, for thy servant heaveth.” And hav-
ing this temper, there will and must be pro-
gress both in knowledge and in grace—in
light, and love, and happiness. * Then
shall we know if wo follow on to know the
Lord., IIis going forth is prepared as the
morning. And Ho shall come to us as the
rain, as tho former and the latter rzin to
tho earth,”

Dr. Coox then offered prayer, tho 80th

araphirase was sung, and the benediction
was pronounced.

ELECTION OF MODERATOR.

On motion of Rev Mr. Wardorpe, of
Guelph, seconded by Rev. T, McPherson,
of Stratford, Dr. Topp was appointed Mcd-
erator.

EVENING SESSION.

At the evening's session of the General
Assembly,

Rev, Thes. Wardrope read the report of
thie Committee on tho state of religion. The
1eports received shows that the subject had
engaged tho attention of three Synods,
twenty-oight Presbyteries, and 2560 Kirk
Synods, and there were hopeful signs of

eat spiritual life in many localities. The

omumittee recommended that the subject
of tho state of religion should still more

rominently engage the attention of Pres.
Eyteries and Synods, and that a special day
be appointed on which the subject would be
presented from the pulpit, and find place
m the public as well as the private prayers
of the congregations. .

On motion of the Rev. John MeTavish,
the report was adopted.

Some disenssion followed with reference
to the status of missionaries and retired
wministers on the Presbytery rolls. .

Applications were read from Presbyteries
to recetvo the following gentlemen &8 minis-
ters in the Chureh:—AMessrs, D. W, Came-
ron, T. Johnson, Best, Trissel, J. R. King,
Jos. Vasseaun, Daniel Mann, J. Roeque, C.
Brunctte, John Nichols, Ross, W. F.
Clarke, 1. Hawthorne, Ballantyne, and
Stephonson. .

The Assembly then adjourned till the fol-
lowing morning.

MORNING SESSION.—FRIDAY, JUNE OTH,

The Moderator took the chair this morn.
ing at ten o'clock, and tho Assembly was

commoenced with prayer.
COMMUNICATIONS,

The Moderator read communientions from
the Rev. B. B. Usher, oxtending, on behn_lf
of the Reformed Episcopal Churchos in this
tity, & welecomo to the members of tho As-
sembly, and stating that their pulpits would

open to themm on Sunday next; and

from Miss Maggie Smith, Seceretary of the

oronto YWomen'’s Christian Temperance

Union, in ndvocacy of the claims of total

abstinence upon the members of the Assem-

bly, and suggesting the formation of con.
frregational temperance societies,

ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN,

The Moderator nominated the Rev. Dr,
Cook, the Rev. Mr. MoLennan, and the
Hon. John McMurrich, a committes to pre.
pare an address to the Queen, His momi-
uation was agreed to.

Appliuntions were read from various Pres.

Tieries, asking loave to take on probation
tindents with a view to licensiag them to
bresch, The applioations were referred to
A Committee named by the Moderator, with
the Rev. Principal Oaven a8 the Convener.

CORRESPONDENCR WITH OYHER CHURCIES,

Rev. Prineipal Snodgrass presented the
:lport of the Committee on Correspondence
th other Churches, which stated that the
Commitiee hiad appointed the Rev. Gen, M.
Grant, of Halifax, the Rev. John Jeukins,
.D., of Moutreal, the Rov, Prof. Gregg,
of Toronto, aud Mr. John S, Moliean, of
Halifax, to be delegates to the Supreme
Courts of the Presbyterian Churches in
At Britain and Ireladd at their annual
Deetings for the prasens year. The com-
wittes aleo s&,r)oiuhd the Rev, John leﬂ'
of Dandas, Mr. James Croll, of Montreal,
sad lﬁb&bgéogﬂy, with special reference to
e work. ¢h ou?dlnt;on Jn the
Provines of 6«5»0' sn chcwh:::h’ tl::
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Chursh In the Uni

States, rocontly held at Brooklyn, and at
such annual meetings of the Suprome
Courds of the Presbyterlan Churolios fu the
United States as they might be able to
attend.

The roport was recoived,

RECEPTION OF DELEGATES,

Tho Modorator appointed the Rov. Drs.
Coohrano and Boll, and the Rev, J. M.
King a committes for the reoeption of deo-
legates from other ohurohes.

PKESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE,

Rov. Prinolpal Snodgrass presented the
rogort of tho delogates to the Conforonce
hold at London, Eng., last sumimer, of the
Reformed Churohea throughout the world,
holding the Prosbytorian dootrine, The
following woro the delogates presont 1
The Rov. Miohael Willis, D.D., LL.D., the
Rov. Dr. Topp, the Rov. Prinoipal Snod.
grass, the Rov. Patrick Gray, and Mr,
Honry D, Wobstor. There wore sixty-fou,
dologates altogether in attendance. The
resul} of the Conferenco was the formation
of & general allianco of tho Presbytorian
Churches throughout the world, to raset
in Counsil every throe yoars. The Council
had decided to hold ‘tho first meeling at
Edinburgh, on the 4th of July next, but
that was afterwards found impracticable,
and tho moeting was doferred till next
year,

The Rev. Principal Snodgrass and the
Moderator spoke of the pleasure they ox-
periencod in attending the Conforence.

Tho roport was then received and report-
ed to a committee,

THE ORGAN QUESTION.

An extract minute was read from the
Presbitery of Wallace, Nova Sootia, stating
that tho Presbytery had received an appli-
cation from the congrogation of Amherst
for leave to use an organ in public worship,
From the second article of the basis of
union the Prosbytery thought they had no
power {o grant the request, and thoy there-
foro referred it to the Assombly.

Rev. Thos, Sedgwisk spoke in reforence
to the application, and expressed the
opinion that the article relating to modes
of worshipin the basis of union was ambigu.
ous, and intontionally so. The Preshytery
woero therefore precluded from taking
action in such a matter, and could only ask
the advice of the Assembly,

This matter gave rise to a prolonged dis-
cussion, with reference to the legislation
which the Assembly had adopted, and the
best means of dealing with the matter,

It was ultimntolf agreod to request the
Presbytery of Wallace to give the congre-
gation of Amherst leave to introduce in-
strumental musio, provided the harmony
of the congregation be not disturbed there-

.
The Assembly then adjourned for recess.
EVENING SEDERUNT,

The Assembly resumed at 7.80 pm.
After devotional exercises and the read.
ing of the minutes of the former sederunt,

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.

Rev. K. J. Grant, a missionary to Trini.
dad ; Rev. Wm, Stusrt, of the Presbytery
of Hamilton ; Rev. Jobn F, Campbeli, and
Rov. Mr, Ballantyne were, on motion, in.
vited to sit in the Assembly as correspond.
ing members.

HOME MISSIONS,

Rev. Dr. Coohrane, Chairman of the
Committee on Hore Missions, read the re-
port of the Westorn District Committee,
frora which the following extracts are
made :—

‘¢ The Home Mission Committee for the
Western Distriot, in presenting their first
report since the union, desire to express
their thankfulness to the Great Head of
the Church for the unity that has charao.
terized their deliberations, and the large
measure of success that has attended their
efforts, Certain diffioulties, arising out of
the different methods of conducting Home
Mission Work in the Churches now form.
ing the ¢ Presbyterian Church in Canada’
were to bo expeoted, but these have neither
been 80 numerous nor o formidable as to
pr-ent any barriers to a sucocessful prose.
oution of the work, The Freo Church and
the Irish Church have this year again seni
us tangihle evidence of their interest in our
work, the former by s grant of £500, the
Iatter by a grant of £150, It is also worthy
of mention that the Irish Church has oon.
tributed 850 for the past fouryears towards
the support of & missionsry in Manitoba.
According to the instructions of the Colon-
ial Commititee of the Free Churob, £100 of
their grant was sent to the Lowsr Pro.
vinces. Your Committee anticipatsin the
future valuable aid from these Churohes,
and also from the Church of Sootland, not
simply in grants of money, but what is
perhaps of wmore importance, in select.
ing for us able young ministers to sapply
the many flelds we cannot as yot
overtake of ourselves. Two young min.
isters have just been designated to us
by the lrish Charel, and are expected
to arrive during this meeting of Assem.
bly. Mr. Balfour, the convenecr of the
Colonial Committee of the Free Churoh,
in addressing the Assembly Iast yesr, states
that the committee have arranged a eeries
of mestings with the ttudents of the differ-
ont Theological Hallg, with a view to en.
listing their sympathies in behalf of the
colonial field. *I antioipate,’ he says, ‘as
the result of euch friendly conversation
with the young men attending she college,
that we s{nll nd some of them saying,
¢ We are satitfisd wo have a better opening
for doing God's work in these great colonies
than we hiavo in this comparatively little
country of Seotland ; and though it may
cost us & paug to cut ourselves off from
our native fand and go abroad, we
ars preparsd to do this for the Loxd's sake,
We proposs, with the concurrence of the
Golonial Churehes, to send out a fow
selected men for the period of thres years,
They will get work there for that time,
and when it has elapsed they oan, if they
pleass, vome home, No doubt it will cost
alittle money. The expense it is pro
Hhe ovctmarion of homes BYb o ate sebin

) onte, 0 Ao o
fled this pian is 30 admirably adapted o
the olreummsianoem of & cerdain claes of oon-

ia these oelonies, that it would

worth thd expeaditure on our side, and
Still betior-worth the on theln,
Your sommi'tce: ma‘»d this

. -

propoaal to the favourable consideration of
the Assombly,

¢ Bririsn CorumniA.~TYonr Qommitteo
roported to lnst Assembly the appointment
of the Rov, Alexander Stowart as mission-
ary to Nanahuo. Prior to the time of his
loaving, lowover, intelligence rosohed
them that tho Rov. Mr, McGregor, the
reprosotiativo of the Church of Sootland
in Viotoria, had rooured additional labours
from his chureh, with & grant of £1,600 por
annum towards tholr support, and that one
of thors would ocoupy Nauaimo, In those
circumstauncas tho appointigent was oan.
colled and My, Stewart appointed to Fort
Dolly, in the North-weet Territory, whore
ho 'has sinco laboured most faithfully,
Sinoe Jast Assombly another Presbytorian
olergyman, from England, has accepted
& oall to tho second Chureb in Vietoria, ao
that there ave now six Presbyterian min.
istors in tho Provines, in addition to the
Prineipal of tho High School, who is also
& ministor of the Presbyterian Churoh.

“Our own missionary, Mr. Jamieson,
continnos his Iabours in Now Westminster,
In viow of tho vory high rate of living in
Now Wostminsior, your Committes recom-
mond the Genoral Assembly that the grant
from the Home Misgion Fund towards My,
Jamleson's salary be horeaftor $1,200 por
aunnum, provided the congregation contri-
bute to his support at least 8800 por annum,
g0 a8 to make the stipend &,000 n yoar,
Ina letter received sinco tho mosting of
the Cmmitiee, Mr. Jamieson rofors to tho
advisability of his being allowed to join
with his congrogation tho now Prasbytory,
just formed, in connection with the Churoh
of Scotland, and that the Churoh in Canada
should make an annusl grant in the intorest
of Presbytorianism in the Province, subjeot
to the control of eaid Presbytery.

“Maxitopa—The ecclesiastionl yoar,
which has Iately oclosed, has ‘heen one ir
which tho Prosbytery of Manitoba has had
great reasons for thankfulness, on account
of the interest and liberality manifested by
the Church at large, through its Assembly’s
Committee, toward North-western Canada.
The number of missionaries being so con.
siderably inoreased, the Presbytery has
been able to take up & large number of
flelds and to cooupy the stations to consid-
erable advantage. Exolusive of the two
sottled congregations of Kildonan and
Winnipeg (Knox Church), sono thirty-two
stations have been supplied; some every
Babbath, some fortnightly, some monthly.
Twelve new stations have been opened or
regularly ocoupied during the year.

“Your Committee have as yot been un.
able to supply the vacancies oaused by
tho return of Mr. Glendinning on acoount of
ill-health, and of Mr. Fraser, whose torm of
service has expired, The Presbyterf of
Manitoba are very anxious that at least
three ministers should be sent without
delay. Your Coximities oall the attention
of the Assembiy to the faot that the drafts
sentfrom Manitoba for the past year include
the sum of 4500 for a tutor in the College.
Of the appointmont of such an official by
the Assembly your Committee know noth-
ing, nordo the minutes of the Home Mission
Committee contain any notice of such an
appointment. Itisolaimed by the author.
ittes of the College, that at a meeting of
the Home Mission Committes, held during
some previous mesting of Assembly, the
were allowed to employ a tntor if required,
snd that such aesistance is indispensable to
the efficient working of the Collegs. Your
Comumittee hiave paid the amount claimed
under protest, until tho Assembly decide in
the matter. It is desirable also that the
Assemubly should {ake into consideration

the whole question of salaries $o be paid in’

fature to the Professors in the College. At
the last meeting of the Commilteo, the
following resolution was adcpted amd
ordered to be laid before the Assembly:—
¢ That it is not desirable that the Manitoba
College aljould any longer be a charge on
ths Home Mission Fund.' It was also
u%reed to make Professor Bryoe a grant of
$200, to xeimburse him for travelling ex-
ponses incurred in conneotion with mission
work in Manitoba.

“The Lake Superior Stations have boen
regularly supplied during the year,

* The Bracebridge Mission is progressing
favourably under Mr. Findlay.  Tho Rev.
R. Scott 13 doing a good work in Penetan-
guishine and adjoining stations, The other
stations within' the bounds are not making
muck progress. As yet wo have only one
church in the whole distriet of Mu.sgoka,
and one in contemplation at Gravenhurst.

“The Convener of the HMomo Mission
Commitico of tho Ottawa Preshytery
says :—* At our first meeting after tho union
of our Prosbyterian Churches, we found
ourselves in possession of seventeen mis-
sion fields. Of this numnber, two have risen
to the diguity of sclf-supporting charges.
Notwithstnndmfz the changes effected in
our mission fields, throufh settlement and
otherwise, we have still under our care
twelve wnission fields, of which eight are to
be supplied by student missionaries during
the present summer,

“ Your Committee notice with great satis-
faction the formation of Associations in
Toronto and Montreal for the purpose of
seeking out destitute localities where Pres-
byterinn Churches may be erected. It is
only in this way that we can hope satisfac-
torily to providexecligious instruction for the
large numbers which aro as yet outside the
pale of the Christian Chureh, and at the
same timo extend owr influence as a deno-
mination. The city of Toronto itself gives
abundant ovidence of what can be accom-
plished in the planting of territorial
churches, By the fostering care of the
Ilome Mission Fund for a very short period,
these havo becomo vigorous, self-sppporting
congregations,

* Your Committee desiro to express their
gratitude to the students of Knox and Mon.
treal Colleges, for the valuable aid afforded
us in supplyin{ remote stations, that could
not otherwise bo overtaken.

 CONTRIBUTIONS AND DiIsBURSEMENTS
FOR 1876-70.—The following shows the state
of the fund at the close of the financial year,

‘1 80th April, 1876 :~From 1st May, 1875, to

80th June, 1875.—Cansda Pres an
Church—Balatics a?oingt fund at 1st May,
i e, ol el
y HIR )\ - on
B0th June, 197?,8‘1 09,08113‘ T
 PRESBYTARtAN CRunox T8 CAMADS, 1875.
76.—R>eeipte, 124,518 ; payments, $35,401 ;

lenvine balunee nygaina fund on 50th April,
1875, of $xM3,

“In addition to this indebfedness of the
fand on Buth Apnl, of =883, there remaius
anpaid the elaims of Preaby teries for work
done between Ist October, 1875, aud 1st
Apul, 1870, amountiug to 88,241, The
bulniree duc ugunst the tand is thus, i all,
124,

* In order, to same estent, B reYHovo onr
mis\nionurim and mini-ters, who neeessaxtly
atdter great hard-hip tron the non-puyme nt
of theseelaims, the<ubscormitton insirneted
yotr Couvener to anang. for g loan or
$H000, which has been divided pro ruta
seeordiny to the amonuts due the : everal
DPresby tertes,

** Total contributions for fTome Missions,
INTH-78:~From Iy shytures,  =22,770,
from Forelsn Chadi s, 1l from Stu-
dent’ I\Iminnm'; Sodcties, 2,995, Total,
A8, 797,

Rov. Dr. Coohvauo said that sineo the
Eropnmtion of the report of the Committee

o had roceived a report from the Presby-.
tory of Montronl, showing that their aontri.
butions to the Home Mission Fund wero
in all 8872, Ho reforred to tho good fool.
ing displayed by membors of the Gommittee
in working togother, romarking that there
had nover nppoared the slightest sign
among them that they had not belongod all
their lives to one and the same clureh,
(Applause.) ‘Tho roport showed most con-
clusively tho kindly feolings of tho Old Coun-
try Cburchos towards tho Presbyterian
Church in Canada, and certainly proved
that the statoment ofton made that the
Froo Church of Scotland was opposed ty
the union was entirely untrue. (Hoar, hesr,
and applause.) Xo thought that the vari-
ous congregations having missionary
gocioties, instead of keaping thoir contri-
butions in tho banks for six, eight, or nine
months, should forward them as soon as
rocoived. It hind also been suggested that
Prosbytories, at the beginning of tho year,
should be informed how muoh they were
expected to raise for the Homeo Mission
Tund, and that at_their first meeting the
total amount should be divided among tho
congrogations, (Hoar, hear.) He thought
that Home Mission work formed an ex-
cellent mode of training young ministors,
and was bettor for them than sending them
at once to large city congregations, Ho
had found his duties as Convoner of the
Committee, along with his conyregational
and other work, exceeding laborious,
though many of them were very pleasant,
and in justice to his congregation and to his
own health, he would be obliged to ask the
Assembly to select & man who had not so
many other duties to attend to.

Rev. Dr, McGrogor read the report of
the Home Mission Committee of the Enstern
or Maritime seotion, This sestion, the
report etated, embraced the five Colonies
of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward Island, Newfoundland, and the
Island of Bermnuds, After referring in
general terms to the é)rogress of mission
work, the report stated that three classes
of labourers were employed, viz.:—1. Or.
dained ministers and licentiates, who were
empioyed almost exclusively in supplying
vacant churches, under the direstion of the
sevexal Presbyteries, and the total number
of whom was {wenty-iwo. 2. Theologioal
students, who devoted the sumamer to the
work, acting g8 catechists, su&ﬂying new
stations, organizing Sabbath Schools, and
conduoting prayer meelings and Bible
olasses ; total number twenty-three, 8.
Gaelie oatechists, of whom thers wore
eight, and who performed similar work to
the second elass, The report then referred
to the labours under the direstion of vari-
ous Presbyteries, the general resnlis and
prospects being of the most eneoursfing
character, though there was a great lack
of young men to engage in mission labour.
From the financial statements appended to
the report it appeared that the receipts
were $0,779.06; expenditure, $06,978.60;
expenditure over receipts, $268; balance
on hand on May 20th, 1815, $1,481.66;
balance on hand May 1st, 1870, $1,481.88,
Receipts from the Church of Scotland,
81,688,

Rev. Dr. Waters moved, ¢ That the re.
ports of the Home Mission Committees be
recoived, and that the thanks of the Gen.
eral Auemblly be given to the Presbyterian
Churehes of Ireland and Scotland for their
liberal contributione vo the Committees, and
especially to their conveners and secre.
taries ; and that the reports be remitted to
s committee, with instructions to
report to a future sederunt of the Gen.
eral Assembly.” He pointed out the great
importance of home raission work in eon-
solidating the the congregations and Pres.
byteries of the Church, and in view of the
personality of the Churoh to its Master,
and {o those who settled in the outlying
distriots of the Dominion. Great progress
has been made during the past year, and
this snccnes was due, firat to the Home
Mission Committees, and especially to those
wlo were, distinctively, the working mem-
bers of these Committees ; to the ministers
in the pulpits, and to those divinity stu.
dents who went in the summer time to
labour in the mission field. Ho appealed
to young men to ignore the prospeots of
large salaries, of laxge social and political
influence, which might be held out to them
by other callings in life, and to devote
themselves to the work of the ministry, in
which there were so many opportunities
for doing good, A deep debt of gratitnde
was owed by this Church to its Irish and
Scotch friends for their great liberality,
and especially for the kindly feeling by
which it had been prompted.

Rev. J. K, Smith (Gal¥, said that the sue-
cess of the Home Mission work was very
Inrgely due to the conveners of the Com-
mittces, whose sorvices would, he hoped,
bo retained to them in that capacity. " He
desired also to mention the name of Rov.
Goorge M. Giant, who was deserving of
their gratitude, for his zeal in the Home
Mission field. He thought it would be a
good thing for pastors of city and other
churches to spend a term of eight or ten
weeks in the summer season in mission
votk, thus doing themasalves f]?Od' and
enabling them to speak of what they knew
to their oongregations. .(Applause.) He
thought they should endeavour, in their
Prosbyteries and o gations, to still fur.
ther inorease their o in behalfc & Mis.
sion work,

Liev, Mr. Caneron pointed vat, in e fer-
cree to the cottubntions of that portion of
the Clanel whivn bad boon i connection
with the Chweh of Scothand, that st part
had centributed viry bargely to the Susbons
tution Puwd and otlier purim wos, whiieh had
had s ctteet npon the amnmt given tog
Home Mis aon work,

The v stion wa unammousdy earpied,

Tho A-~ mbly then adjow nad uutil ten
o'clock va Satordny,

Dull Sermons, and a Remedy for Them.

Wo very often hear it said that muny
sermons which eongresations have to
listen to are fitted yather for putting
them  to sleep, than tor making them
waheful.  Wo wre often assured that the
mujority of ordmary sertaons are only
old’ conamonpiaces and ancient plati-
tudes monotoncnsly droned out for the
thousuudth tnne.  We hearat smud  that
the pulpit 1- not abreast of modern
thought, and that clersymen often dis-
pln,v an ignoraunce of recent rosearch,
which places thew outside the sypathy
of the cultivated wembers of their con-
grogations,

Wo are nat going at present to defend
the pulpit from any of these, or similar
charges. We desire simply to poiut
ont that even -upposing them to be
truo, there is a rcmedy at hand vory
easy of applieation, When a remedy
for any cvil exists, those who have not
tried 1t shut themselves ont from any
right of complaint,

Where there is any ground for these
charges, wo apprehend that in most
cases it would be found on onquiry that
the clergyman makes vory fow additions
to his libyary., Tho coutents of his
shelves are possibly much the same as
they were some years bofore when he
began his ministry and his housclkeep-

ing.
It would not do to infor that this
fact is an index of his tastes, or that he
is of an unintellectual turn of mind.
We must first azcertain whether it has
been in his power to purchase books.
From what we know of parsonages, (and
we have seen something of a good many
which may be taken as fair specimens
of the average of all,) we know that even
with the practico of an economy which
keeps tho parson’s wife patching and
mending, tho difficulty has been to keep
oub of debt, though little clse than sim-
ple necessaries, and fow comforts and
no luxuries wore procured. Standard
theological books or books of seience aro
uecessarily exponsive. How the clorgy
are tobuy these books when they are
constantly in doubt as to how Brown
tho grocer, Jones the baker, and Robin-
son the buteher will bo paid, and when
their wives deny thomselves servauts in
order that the wagoes-money may psy
for something olse, is a problem in do-
mestio economy that we have no desire
to be obliged to work out personally.
In the meanwhile, it is sure of course
that the clerical mind suffers; and that
sermons must necessarily—except in
the onse of men of rare power—fail to
display that familiarity with the cause
of recent thonght in regard to morals
and religion, and the relation of both to
modern science, which only the study of
recent publications can produoco,
It could not be otherwise. It would
be the same in other professions under
similar circumstances. Suppose the
case ofa lawyer who hafl pnssed an ex-
cellent examination in the preseribed
standard works when he was admitted
to practice. Suppose that he were not
to acquaint himself with changes in
leghiﬁlation, or to make himself familiar
with recent law treatises, Who would
be surprised at his failure in court, or
at his bad management of any cases
which 1night be entrusted to him? Could
& medical man expect to retain his
practice if he allowed other doctors to
acquire the Iatest resulls of medical
investigation, whilo he contented him-
self with what he knew when ho first
gained his diploma ?
The clergyman should read overy-
thing of value which is published relat-
ing to the subjects he has to handle in
the pulpit, Especially should he do so
in days like ours, when quostions of
theology are made matters of com.
non reading by many of the oultivated
la{men of every parish. But how will
it be possible for him to do so ?
The matter is very easy. If laymen
who are given toreading are really
desirous that iraces of modern research
and thought should be evident in the
discourses of their parish clergy, there
isno desire that they can more readily
gratify., Le! them be careful when
ordering any rocent book o order fwo
copies, and let onebs sent to the minig.
ter ofthe parish. There could be no
more acceptable present toa clergyman
snd at the same time none which in
comparison with its’ cost would afford
80 large a return—1st, in the promotion
of kindly feeling between pastor and
donqr; 2ud, in benefit to the olerical
stndxes; and 8rd, in the return whick
the parish would roccive from the ine
croased fruitfulnoss of the pastor's
mind, We lhave kunown & parish in
which this is to some extent done; and
its snoccess there justifies our recom-
mﬁnding the experiment for trial every-
' e"l

Trx forgivenews that js of God flows out
of His own ofoes and is the fruit of His
(1) () 9]

toth in mercy."—
T.Q, Riana, b



