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TIIE PLACE 0F RELIGION IN AS-
SqOCIATIONS FOR YOUNG MEN."

.Eitract froin an Address hy Rev. W.
GuE.sT, at thte.Antîual Meeting of

the Y. M. C. A., Islington.
HIAVE come tW a period of

life when. the mmid gathers
'N up the teaching of the past.

and when the lessons learnt
round themselves in a completed form.
The one conviction which I desire em-
phatically to offer here is this: no volun-
tary organization for the intellectual
or moral advantage of men will abide
where vital Ghi.istianiity is not made
the slupreme, the ever--ascenidan7t. and
te all-(?olturollîutg principle.

I remenmber in my youth the flourish-
ing Meclianics Institutes that then
existed. Neyer was anything attempt-
ed under more favourable auspices.
Neyer was there a mioveinent originat-
ed with. loftier expectations or withi
better intentions. A vast net-work of
these Institutes spread ail over the
]and. They were wonderfully popular.
Where are they now? They have only
here and there lefta trace behind them.
The scheme wvas baseleus. It neyer
attempted to introduce and inaintain
vital religion.

Since that titre I have seem scores of
local Young Men*s Improvenient Socie-
ties started %vitli excellent purposes.
Little by little the healthy sait of a
purifying religion hias been excluded,
and from that timne I have seen them-
Melt, away like enow in July.

1 have known of Literary Associations
iu connexion with places of worship.
They ineant well, gradually, however.
religion was put in the background.
Entertainnments became the chief ob-
ject. Those who couid best cater to
such entertainments were broughit te
the front. The history of such Associa-
tions lias been a two-fold beaéon of
wvarniing. If they did not die out sud-
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denly, they lingered to injure the
Christin community with whith theày
wero connected.

1 bear therefore this witness after
more thani thirty years of public life;
that eff orts to pr-omote the moral eleva-
tion of nen w~hieh set aside the influ-
enceand ascendaicy of spiritual religion
wvill disappoint their origînators. The
Young Men*s Christian Associations of
Great Britain and of three continents-
thoisec'f Europe, America and Australia,
ivliere C-hristmanity lias been strenuous-
ly mainttainedm athe vital and ascendant
elenent, are now arnong the xosT PER-
MANENT, FLouRisHiNG, and m*efttl Asso-
ciations on the face of the globe. If in
an evil hour the passion for amusement
should enoer these associations, and the
paramzount control of religion. be set
aside, they also will be numbered among
the well-meant but abortive schemes of
the past. I care not how riglt a move-
mient mnay appear, if, for the sake of
swelling the numbers, you tempt into
it men wvho do nlot themselves want to
be right towards God, you will find that
such men will strangle that miovement.
There is nothing more instructive in
the life of the Lord Jesus than the man-
ner in ivhich, He shcok off from Himn
men who wished to live in the sunl lht
of is temporary popularity, but d
not care to accept -is teachings or to
sympathize with Eis spirit.

I would also like to say this. The
conception that everything connected
wvith religion is necessarily duil, and
everything connected with worldly
entertainments is necessarily brilliant,
is the most consummate and astound-
ing misconception ever entertained.
Mr. John lullah said lately, at ameet-
ing held in Westminster Deanery, that
his visits to music halls had impressed
him withi these two facts: "The re-
nmarlcably good behaviour of the people,
and the astonishing, the stupendous.
the incredible dulness of the entertain-
ment.*' So have xnany of us found
when brought into connection 'with
worldly enjoyments. Why, in thei
name of ail reason, is religion to be
called duller than this 'lastonishing,
stupendous, and incredible dulneWss of
certain forms of worldliness ? We repu-
diate the notion ? It only proves the
profound ignorance among nmen as to
the ricli enjoyrnent to be round in en-
gagements that bring them into the
sunliirht of God"s great love.
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