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jumping, tellitg anccdotes, in which Lincoln beat all, keeping up
a constant laughter and good humour all the time ; among the |
soldiers some card-playing and wrestling in which Lincoin took a
prominent part. I think it safc t® say he was never thrown in a
wrestle.  While in the army he kept a handkerchief tied around
him all the time for wrestling purposcs, and loved the sport as
well as any one could. He was seldom if ever beat jumping.
During the campaign lincoln himself was always ready for an
emergency.  He endured hardships like a good soldier ; he never
complained, nor did he fear danger.  When fighting was expected
or danger apprchended, Lincoln was the first to say ¢ Let’s go '
He had the confidence of every ‘man of his company, and they
strictly obeyed his orders at a word. His company weie all young
men, and full of sport.” The assertion as to the uniform obedi-
ence of the company at its captain’s word, requires, as we have
scen, some qualification.  Whether Lincoln was ever Leaten in
wrestling is also one of. the moot points of history. In the course
of this campaign one Mr. Thompson, whose fame as a wrestler
was great throughout the west, accepted Lincoln’s challenge.
Great excitement prevuiled, and Lincoln's company and backers
“put up all their portable property and some perhaps not their
own, including knives, blankets, tomahawks, and all the necessary
articles of a soldier’s outfit.” So soon as Lincoln laid hold of his
antagonist he found that he had got at least his match, and
warned his friends of that unwelcome fact. He was thrown once
fairly, and a second time fell with Thompson on the top of him.
“We were taken, by surprise,” candidly says Mr. Green, * and
being unwilling to part with our property and lose our bets, got
up an excuse as to the result. We declared the fall a kind of a
dog-fall— did so apparently angrily.” A fight was about to begin,
when Lincoln rose up and szid, “ Boys, the man actually threw
me once fair, broadly so ; and the second time, this very fall, he
threw me fairly, though not so apparently.” This quelled the
disturbance. On the same authority we are told that Lincoln
gallantly interfered to save the life of a poor old Indian who had
thrown himself on the mercy of the soldiers, and whom, notwith-
standing he had a pass, they were proceeding to slay. The anec-
dote wears a somewhat melodramatic aspect; but there is no
doubt of Lincoln’s humanity, or of his readiness to protest against
oppression and cruelty when they fell under his notice. It was
also in keeping with his character to insist firmly on the right of
his militiamen to the same rations and pay as the regulars, and to
draw the legal line sharply and clearly when the regular ofhcers
exceeded their authority in the exercise of command.

Returning to New Salem, Lincoln, having served his appren-
ticeship as a clerk, commenced storekeeping on his owp acgount.
An opening was made for him by the departure of Mr. Radfords
the keeper of a grocery, who, having offended the Clary’s Grove
boys, they “ selected a convenient night for breaking in his win-
dows and gutting his establishment.” From his ruins rose the
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firm of Lincoln & Berry. Doubt rests on the great historic ques
tion whether Lincoln sold liquor in his store, and on that question
still more agonizing to a sensitive morality—whather he sold it
by the dram. ‘The points remain, we are told, and will forever
remain undetermined. The only fact in which history can repose
with certainty is that some liquor must have been given away,
since nobody 1n the neighbourhood of Clary’s Grove could keep
store without offering the customary dram tc the patrons of the
place. When taxed on the platform by his rival, Douglas, with
having sold liquor, Mr. Lincoln replied that if he figured on one
side the counter, Douglas figured on the other. “As a store-

!Zceper,” says Mr. Ellis, “ Mr. Lincoln wore flax and tow linen
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pantaloons«—1 thought aliout five inches too shost in the legs—
and frequently he had but one suspender, no vest or coat.  He
had a calico shirt such as he had in the Black Hawk War; coarse

© brogues, tan-colour, blue yarn socks, a straw hat, old style, and

without a band.” [t is recorded that he preferred dealing with
men and boys, and disliked to wait on the ladies.  Possibly, if his
attire has been rightly described, the ladies, even the (lary’s Grove
ladies, may have reciprocated the fecling.

In storekeeping, however, Mr. Lincoln did not prosper :
neither storekeeping nar any other regular business or occupation
was congenial to his character.  He was born a politician.  Ac-

' cordingly he began to read law, with which he combined survey-

ing, at which we are assured he made himself * expert ? by a six
weceks' course” of study. They mix trades a little in the West
We expected on turning the page to find that Mr. Lincoln had
also taken up surgery and performed the Cresarcan operation.
The few law books needed for Western practice were supplied to
him by a kind friend at Springfield, and according to a witness
who has evidently an accurate memory for details, ¢ he went to
read law in 1832 or 1533 barefooted, seated in the shade of a tree
and would grind around with the shade, just opposite Berry's
grocery store, a few feet south of the door, occasionally lying fiat
on his back and} putting his feet up the trec.” Evidently, what.
ever he read, especially of a practical kind, he made thoroughly
his own. It is necdless to say that he did not become a master
of scientific jurisprudence; but it seems that he did become an
effective Western advocate. What is more, there is conclusive
testimony to the fact that he was—what has been scandalously
alleged to be rare, even in the United States—an honest lawyer.
% Love of Justice and fair play,” says one of his brothers of the
bar, *“was his predominant trait. I have often listened to him
when I thought he would state his case out of Court. It was not
in his nature to assume or attempt tc holster up a false position.
He would abandon his case rather. He did so in the case of
Buckmaster for the use of Durfam v. Beenes &+ Arthur, in our
Supreme Court, in which 1 happened to be oppused to him.
Another gentleman, less fastidious, took Mr. Lincoln’s place and
gained the case.” His power as an advocate seems to have
depended on his conviction that the right was on his side. “Tell
Harris it’s no use to swaste money on me in that case ; helll get
beat.” In a larceny case he took those wha were counsel with
him for the defence aside and said, *“ If you can say anything for
the man do it. I can’t. If I attemnpt it, the jury will see that I
think he is guilty and convict him of course.” In another case
he proved an account for his client, who, though he did not know
it, was a rogue. The counsel on the other side proved a receipt.
By the time he had done Lincoln was missing ; and on the Court
sending for him, he replied, “ Tell the judge I cun’t come; my
hands are dirty, and { came over to clean them.” Mr. Herndon,
who visiteq Lincoln's office on business, gives the following
reminiscence :—* Mr. Lincoln was seated at his table, listening
very attentively to a man vho was talking earnestly in a low tone.
After the wopld-be client had stated the facts of the case, Mr.,
Lincoln replied, ¢ yes, there is no reasonable doubt but that I can

gain your case for you. I cap set a whole neighbourhood at
logger heads; I can distress a widowed mother and her six father-
less children, and thereby get for you six hundred dollars, which
nghtly belongs, it appears to me, 28 much to the woman and her
children as it does to you.  You must remember that some things
that are legally right are niot morally right. I shall pot take your
case but will give you a bit of advice, for which 1 will charge you
nothing. You seem to be a sprightly, energetic man. I would
advise you to try your hand at making six hundred doltars in
some other way.'”



