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thesr Preachers deprived of their rightto vote,
who are not ardained according to the doe-
trines and dixcipline of their church,

This regulation carried into cffect would
secure the right to voto to all Preachers on
trial, who, in the eye of the world and the law
must be considered as clerical members of the
community, who agreenbly to the spirit of
the law had no right to vate.

It would be absurd to attempt to furee this
distinction of the Conference on the retura-
officer; it would not be looked at for a mo-
ment.  Why should the Conference be led so
far into politics 13 to assume the right to dic-
tate to tho Exccutive Government, by inter-
pieting an act of Parliament in its own fu-
vour! They huve their Egerton Ryerson at
the Grovernor's clbow, to see all right in the
matter.  If this is nut a true way of account-
ing for the addition of the latter resolution,
we requestan explanation from those who
can give one; and we shall be ready to qual-
ity our present opinion accordingly, In no-
ticing this disqualifying Act of Parliament, it
is uecessary to add, that we do aot concur in
the propricty orjustice of it.  'We think that |
the deprivation of  vote personally, will have
a tendency to make men move poli ical than '
they otherwise would be.  Having no direct
personal influence they will endeavour to ob-,
tin it indirectly, and exercise it to the ut-
most extent.  Perhaps this very enactment |
las had anch an effect on the last election, as |
it formed o part of the grounds of complaiutl
by Mr. Ryerson against the Reform Ministry. |

It has since buen clearly provedthat they had |
no more concern in it than Mr. Ryerson
himself. We make this observation to shew |

another instance of the impropriety of his J

public interferenee in politics. Hehas charg- |
ed the late Ministry with that which they had
no concern in, and committed himself and the
Clanference, aud the mwembers tosome eatent, :
in opposition to truth—to the discredit of |
religion,

It was unwiase, therefore, inthe Cunference
to add the last of these resolutions, it they
did not intend them to affect the elections——
and if they did, it was unjust to one party,
and a proof’ of their own mterference s the
politics of the day.

———

POLITICAL PREACHERS.
Extract from the Muates of the Wesleyan |
Methodist Confirence, held at  Bristdl,
Augrust 16, 1768:
** Question—Shall Iinerant Preachers follow trades?
Ansioer~~This ia an important nuestion, and s 1t 18
the firat moe that 1t hss romo betore us, 1t will ke
ae~cszary o wnsider il thoroughly. The quesuon 18
not wheather they may occagronally work with their
Lands, an St. Paul did ; but whether 1t be praper for
them 10 keep shops, and follow merchandize, The
plea that was urged for this wan:—1 Neenzaity ;
2. Deng mote guod. As 1o the first, Mr. Wealey
pronvsed to sopply all their necesmtica.  As to the
secand plea,~=doing more good 5 1t was inguired, is it
not doing evil that good may come 1 Is notthe thing
11 question both ewl in isell (for us) and ewml in its
catsequences 7 1, Is it not wih regard to the Tra.
velling Preachers cvil initaelf? I it well consistent
with that Seripture, 2 Tim. 2, 4 :—No man that
warreth (1. e. takes on bim the profeseion of a sojdier,
a8 we eminently do) entangleth laomsels xith the
afw:qf: taz lfe, plainly retornng 1o the Roman
Law, which forladgany soldicr te follow any oiler
prafession.  Is ft "weil consistent with that word,
giec attendance Lo rexding, to czhortation, to feack
g meditats on these things, gien thynly wholly to
them, 1 Tim. 4, 13, 15, Can we be said 1o ga
osrselres whelly to thess things, if we follow xnoder
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{ ordwnation requus every ministr to Jo this 1 IF the

{leyar Methadist Church, to apply theso

I make it. J'he reasons are equally so:—If
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do it not, the more shmine lor them, We ghowo nlly.'
should mind X, becauss every lraveling Preacher!
soleraly professes to have nothmg el to do, and
recerves his Inte allowuice for thia very end, 2. Ia,
it not evil in ita consequencest Have not same il
consequences appeared already, and 18 there not the
gteatest reason 1o apprebend that #iill worse will
follow? We are enjomed 1o glve no affence ciher to
Jow or Genule, or o the Church of God, But this |
has already otfended not only many ot the world, but
many of our own brethren, ~ Many of the Preachers
hava heen much grieved, yen, and thoas mo.t alive
10 God.  Forf ong Preacher follows trade, so miay
twenty ; 8o may every one. And if any ot them
trado o litile, why not ever #0 mneh, who can s-y
how far he should go? Therdme wo advise the
Brethron who hava been eancorned hietem 1w give vp
all, and ntend to the one business, and we doubt not
that God will recompenes i an handred-fold, even
in thia world, as well ns 1 the world to come.” At
the conference 1n 1770, 1t was ugreed ¢ that no
P'reacher. who wonld not relinquish hts trade, &e.,
e, should be considered n travelling Preacher any
longer.” From this time the evil svas removed,”’

Though the interference in political con.
tooversy is not either mentioned or referred
to, in the above extract, there are no scrip-
tural authorities or reasons produced, why ;
Preachers should not follow trades, but |
which equally prove that they should not:
interfere with political controversy. !

Thero is no reason to believe that the
same decision would not have been given in
the same conference if there had been cause |
for it; but there avas none.—~It is not a prac- .
tice with the Preachers in England to.
interfere in current party politics.—It never
wag, The few cases in which they have
written on subjects which may be called
political subjects, in some sense, are not
even exceptions to this agsertion. 'We would
respectfully ask the Preachers of the Wes-

scriptures and reasons te the conduct of the
Rev. Egerton Ryerson, and say if they can
ustify his conduct.

With regard to those portions of the
scriptures referred to in the preceding
extract fiom the English Conference, there
is oo question whatever that their application
is as direct and unequivocal as language can

Mr. Rycrson can take up the cur ent politics
of the day, and fill all the papers of the
Province with his writings on public affairs,
why may not twenty, nay, why may not all
the Preachers do the sawme 1 If Mr. Ryerson
mauy d8 so much, why may not all do a little
in the same way 1 and if all may do 2 little,
why may they not afl do es much? Who
(says the immortal Wesley) can tell how far
he ought to go? We recommend the accep-
tance of this advice from their revered
FFounder, to the brethren in Canada—*to
give up all, and attend to the one business.”
That the evil consequences mentioned in the
foregoing extract have also happened in
Cunada, is shown by the following letter
which appeared in the Provincial Papers a

few months ago :—

[Tha Letter showing the ir -y inflicted deferred for want
of space.)

From the St, Catharine's Journal,

The first number of the ¢ Toronto Periodical Jour-
nal, or IWesleyan Methodist” hes eppeared, and is to
be contineed tll tho next situng of Conlerence, having
for its object the obtaining frem that body n strong de-
claration againat the intaricrence of its members with
pol'tice, and the bringing abaut of & tay represenin-
tion thercin-—arising irom Mr. Ryerson’s ennduct and
the aciion of Gonfercucauponit.” On the first aubject
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“ Il in the next aemaicn of Conferance pomes de-

claratian on this anhject sutisfactory 12 all the mew-
bers of the Church, be no1 made, disabos auen
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dixsatisfuction will enane of the most pPernicioun con-
sequences, ond which must result in the organzation
of anothee Methodist Church, entirely ueuter as ty
pohuea,”

It is stated of this journal, that tha profitif any,

> will bo appropristed for the benefit of lYm chureh ;**

the church, we snppose, which ts ta reanlt from Cene
frrenco not making a ** declaration™ ¢ saustactary to
all the members, *

Theso are pretty strongy mgns of & echwm in tho
Weateyan body, aud which we do nut think tharo ts
tuflicient renson for,  Mr. Ryerson and his wntings
might be allawed an oblivion, and thore who areof:
lendedat the past might ecek quiet in the pale of
anotlicr church—we believo jn the Mcthadist Now
Connection the system of lny represontation exists—
without aguating the formauon of a new scet, now
80 muny as to be ' past conut:"

The Editor of the St. Catharines Journal,
in noticing the first appearance of our paper,
makes the remarks inserted in the abovo
extract. We are quite sure, that our esteemed
contemporary, did not intentionally misrepre-
sent ug, a3 we know him te be incapuble of
doing 8o, If ho will refer to our prospec-
tus, ho will find that the quotation is very
unfairly made. The paragraph concluded
with o short sentence, which, if attended to,
rendered it impossible to deduce such conse-
quences as hehas from the langnage of that
article.  That sentence is— A result cz-
ceedingly disastrous, and whick our most stre-
s cfforts shall be made to prevent” We
will thauk our contemporary, to do us justice
by inserting the whole of the pmagraph re-
ferred to.

From the tenor of his remarks, we have
an impression thet our contemporary is not
the author of them. They contain insinua-
tions neither gencrous nor charitablu—to the
cffect that the profits of our Journal, wore to
be appropriated for an intended Church, one
not in existence. This is an inference not
warranted by any language used by us, and,
which we believe our cotemporary iucapa-
ble of making. They contain also an indi-
cation of the resistance with which our de-
maud is to be met, a subject we believe,
which is u little out of hisprovince. Neither
would he, in our opinion, recommend a divi-
sion of the Wesleyan Methodist Chureh, or
an geeession to the New Counexion,  This
irony of the writer, and those insinuations
as to the honesty of our intention, bespeak a
weak defence against the charges whick truth
and love for the church of our choice, render
necessary to be made against some members
of the Conference.  We inform him, that wo
Lavo every reason to believe, that we shall
succeed in the object wo have undertaken,
with honesty of purpose, and on grounds of
proved necessity,

A declaration must issue from the Confer-
ence, to satisfy the members of the church,
and even the community generally, neither
of whom will tolerate & political priesthood.
Mcthodism must be delivered from this bane,
both of civil and religious liberty. or, it will
be the interest of the whole community, to
wish the name of methodist, bavished from
the Province and forgotten.

LAY REPRESENTATION.

Wo commence the discussion of the pro-
pricty of troducing the principle of lay
representation in the Wesleyan Methodist
Conference, by offering the following propo-
sitinna for the serions consideration of gur




