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bier suitors to kill bier sou, beeamne speeechiess. The condition,
emrotional one aud temnporary-Penelope's eyes fllled with tears a
lieart and kuees treinhled. Thiere is no mention of any abiding a

Of mediines we hear but littie. Nestor in bis youth killoti 1
wbo had ta wife the eldest daughter of Augeias, the fair-iai.red
ode, "wbo knew ail the. drue, the broad earth hemr.» This, ta
association witb the aheve-mentioneti treatinent of wounds, s,
that there was already smre knowledge of simples. This knc
was sonintinies turxied to baser uses. In the Odyssey w. reati t]
suitors feared that Telemaches niight be intending ta hriug po
drue. trom Epbyra, whiei ihe weuld put into the wiue and destro,
It will ho rememibereti tbat it was tramn Ephyra that Odyssous ol
bis arrow poison.

In a meut fanious passage of the Odysaey the use by Hielen of
cotie drug of Egyptian origin is described. The narrative tel
Telemnachoa visiteti Sparta in scarch o! news of bis f ather, and w
by Menelaos et the sad fate of many of the cbie!taius on their
frein Trey, and, it eontinues, on hearing this tbey wept together i
mon .orrow. 'Wheroupon Helen threw in ta their wine "a drug
hati the power te romovo grief andi anger, andi ta cause oblivior
ills, andi whoever mixes it in his cup andi drinks would not se
during the whole day, net even if bis father and mother sheiÀld
thougii ene mhould slay bis brother or dear son witb the sword,
shoulti bholti it witb bis eyes. Helen, the daughter of Zeus, pc
sucb heiptul, noble drugs, given te ber by Polydamna, the. wi!e 01
in the land et Egypt, where the fruitful earth bears drugs, many
many baleful, andi whose doctars are more intelligent than oti
for they are et the race of Paien.»

Many sugstos bave been made as te the nature of this ne]
pbaninskon-grio!-allaying drug. Sanie have supposeti it was tii
indica, whieh i8 known te bave been useti in Egypt ini the sixte
tury A.D. This znsrcotic seenis ta bave heen cultivateti first on ti
et the. Himalayas, anti thence te have spread est andi west, but n(
et its bempen finres bave been founti in the mummy cases ofEl
tombs, andtin thu tbime o! Herodetus it hati ouly penetrateti m
Scythia. A more plausible suggestion is that the drug wus oph-
the, poppy hat been grown in Egypt frein very early times, and D
saya that the. secret ef its qualities andi preparation was prfl
the. womon of Thebes.

But tuer. is ne reterence te opium in the. genuine wrting
pooeates, anti its use anti value were unkuovu te the. early re


