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sisted of simple ointnftg, often only cold unboiled water, followed later

by Constant poulticing to produce an abundant flow of puis. The siupply

of ether and ehloroform was plentiful. The bypodermie syrinige Was nlot

in gzeneral use even towards the end of the civil war. For the examina-

tion of wounds surgzeons had only the ordinary probe, which, being Un-

sterilized, was often a means of jntroduciflg bacilli as well as detecing bjul-

lets. Surgeons were in blîssfiil ignorance of the fact that thue sponges

they used harboured multitudes of germns which infected every wc>undi

thcy touched. "If one fell on the fluor it was squeezc<l two or three timeat

in ordinary water and used at once." With knives, saws, forepis, and

needies, these appliances made up the whole arrnamentariuam of thei sur-~

geon in the civil war. The haemostatic forceps was unknowni; caell artery

'was caught and held up with a tenaculum and tied with iiindisitifebct,4

silk. Meantime other arteries continued Vo spout blood until they eo(uldj

be tied one by one. Secondary hemorrhagc was common. Keenýl wil

called to five cases in one night after the battie of Gettysburg, 11n ail th,.

years since 1876, when lie adopted Lister 's antiseptic method, lie, las nç>t

seen five other cases of Vhis occurrence. The Red Cross, the traie nl e

and the motor amublane-which have ail corne into existenice sinic thie

civil war-have rcndered inestimable service, but the greatest adývllle,

bas heen the dÎscoverY Of the part played by sepsis. More than once Dr.

Keen saw bis teacher, the famous S. D). Grossl, "give a last fie toulel to

his knife on bis boot-even on the sole, and then at ne use it f rom thi.

flrst cut Vo the sat." When threading a needie, ail pointed the silk hy

wettiug it with gerîn-laden saliva and rolling ît between germi-ladeui filn-

gers. Practically every serions wound suppurated. 0f over 2,80 e

of pyaemia during the civil war ouly seventy-one ended favourably; 1e

than cheveu lu every hundred cases of loekjaw recovered; the mnortarity

from trephining was 61 per cent. Dr. Keene says that lie las never seen a

case of hospital gangrene since the civil war. lIn the present war the da»>ý

ger of infection of wounds by the gernis lu a soA whieh bas been uinder

cultivation for centuries is increased by the conditions of trenchi warfare.

But some of the worst scourges bave been abated, and iV la resonal>le to

fope for iucreasing success as knowledge grows. That military surger.y

is, iu Dr. Keen'5 opinion, undergoing transformation îs ShONNu by t»'e

very titie of his address. R1e cals it " Old and New War Surgery,- an

it was delivered on Mardi 24th, 1915. AlreadY tbe "new" of a Year ago

lias to a considerable citent become the "old." New conditions of at

fare bave brouglit new experienees whÎch have led investigators to seek

for new methods of t-reatinent. These are on tbelr trial and are so reen

that they are not mentioned by Dr. Kee.-Britisk Medical Jourii<4


