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T IIE surgeon of today stands a o-worker with the great forces ofJ.evolutîon in human dev'elopznent, hi. speciai functIon beîng that
of a 11ke saver arnid the carnage of the cruel, yet econoinical, law of thesuririval o! the fittet. ITe lia followed ail too skowly the lhue of progress
whichi nature lias blazed through the centuries with the blood of those
sacritlced upon the altar o! race development.

"So careful o! the type she seems,
So eareleas of the aingle life,
That 1 considering everywhere
ler secret meaning in her deeds,

1 falter where 1 firmly trod,
And faling with niy weight of cares
UJpon the great world 's a1tar-stairs
That alope through darkuess up to God."

Froim the vantage ground o! couquered appendiceal pathology we
se the colon doomQd to folio w in the procession o! effete organa, whose,
pre.,euce lias 80 !requently beeni a. menace to ftuiction and life. We
must either adapt our environnient, înternai and external, to meet the
demands of our ever-chauging physical being, or conforu that physical
ben a natomicallY and funetiomaIly to the demanda o! twentieth century
ciilzain. 11lerbert Spencersa celme de#initlon 4o! life should be coum-

m ttx>t mernory by everyone interested lu medical progress. Ilere it
js: "Lit. is the definite conmbination o! heterogeneous changes, hothi
sinlaeu andi successive, lu correspoudence with exterual co-exist-

ene ani sequences." Every surgeon should paste this in hi- hat un-
ti heasiiilates it, andi until it had become a basal factor in has thera-

petea43tjifies. Medicine aud surgery can sueceeti only as they pro-
gre in harmony with the principle o! eontinuity of lite herein ex-

Iti no longer a question as to the necessty of the colon as an organ
of dgeston.The experience o! the writer with -the wider experience of

no afw othera whose facilities were greater, lias settled the point that
theremvaior the sidetrackiug of the colon doos Mlt -perceptibly dimi'n-

[s boil nutrition. Neither is it a question as -to the colon being fre-


