
or inflamed, the bacillus may becorne highlly patiiog enli. So, too, if it
enters sorne other tissue. In the pleural cavity it may give rise to an
abundant enipyema. Ditierent locations and different feedingy maike the
differences in these instances.

13y the quality of the culture medium; the bacillus anthracis eau be
changed fromn the most virulent type to ai harniless puti efactive

orgaism.This is only an instance of wvhat can be donc with almost
ail pathogenie gerins. Nature is doing the saine thing ail the time.
Diseases are thus constantly changing in their type, as to their severity,
or ieniency. The pathogenie characters are constant oniy in so far as
their envirounents are constant. The most virulent type of diphtheria
can be nîoditied into a niere saprophyte. It is not uncornmon to tind a
virulent type. of the I(esLfirbacillus in hieaýltlhy persons, which
under favorable condition,, may produce diphtheria in the same, oIr
another person. It is not possible therefore to be too dogmatic in the
wiatter of diagnosis, because the gerrns of diphitheria may be fouud.

The bacillus tuiberculosis is an excellent example of the modifications
arising froîn the different environments in wbicm the bacilli inay live.
Avian, bovine, and human tuberculosis have reiationships to ecdi other
and yet they have some muarked features wherein they differ from eachi
other. The bacilli as obtained from man, can, withi difficulty, be made
to grow in the caif ; but once Lhey have donc so, thcy cau with case be
made to grow in another caîf. The caîf, as a new culture ground for
the gerins taken £romi the human body, bas inodifled them, with the
resui t tlîat they now -trefcr the caif and readiiy infect it. The 5eed, and
the soul, and the crop are bere most beautifully reIated to Pachi other.
The higih grade applc cari be graftcd on to the hardy scedling. T1 C
is, 1no doubt, for ail varicties of tuberculosis a commiou origlin. T1hîe
dioeerent. animais and birds are just so rnany different cultur'e media
tliat niodify the germis, as may Le clone, under certain conditions, in thc
i aboratory.

Ail this Ieads to the sure ground that the germ. is not the sole cause
of infective and infection diseases. The grerms i-nust be evolved; auJ
there is good reason for thinkinig that many germs may bc harmless, or
highly pathogenie, accordingr to tic culture medium, or animal they have
liv'cd in. Perhaps nowhere is this so, w~eil scen as in t))e venerecal
discasqes. By frequent irritation aud dirty habits comiparativcly mild.
gernîs becoine virulent, andl there resuits gonol rhoca and chancroids,
whichi are only short renioves froin urethritis and simple ulcer.

For mnany of~ thc above thougyits, we express our indebterdness to
Dr. G. Frank Lydston's Article in the Joitinal of the Amrican7 illedlical
.Associaf ion.
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