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its great founder, is believed by many to be a myth—the creation of
the fancy of some heathen Poet, and the account of his parentage
that has reached us favors such an hypothesis ; however, be this as
it may, he was deified before the Trojan war, and, be he God or be
he man, or a mere phantasm of the imagination, he clims us as
his sons, and we are proud to acknowledye our relationship.

For long years, the founders of our Art, groped their wey in
ignomnce and darkness.  Heathens, they relied more on propitiating
the gods than on medi , or surgical appliances.  The body
was eatly divided by the Egyptiaps, into thirty-six regions, cack
regon presided over by a particelar god, and much of the skill of
the Physican depended upon his ability to propitiate the otfended
daty ; still considerable progress was made, but, doubtless, much
of the honor due to the shill of the Physician, was credited to other
agencics—a habit of perverted vision that has come down to our
own day.

In the armues of Agamemnon, about 1200 B.C., Surgeons were
held in considerable repute, one of whom—DPodalirius, one of the
sons of Esculapius, received the most fee ever p
to a medieat man.  Having been instrumental in saving the life of
a Pancess, he was renarded with her hand, and a magnificent dowry
==a stretch of generous appreciation which has never been repeated
May we indulge the hope that our beloved Queen may discover
some kmight of the scalpel, worthy the far hand of her remaining
daughter,

For several centuncs after the Trojan war, there is no record of
progress, and 1t is faur to assume that little, if any, was made.  Dur
ing the nierce wars of those eady peniods, fractures were frequentl
sustained, yet there does not seem to have been any attempt 2t
reduction.  The ud of the gods was mvoked, and, if deformity
resulted, there was at least no chance for an acuon for mal-practice.

‘Three schools of medicine were founded by the descendants of
Esculapius—the Ascleplades as they were called, one at Rhodes,
one at Cmsdos, and one at Cos. These are the earliest reubr
schools of which we have any record.  The last, that of Cos, was the
Alma Mater of the grent Hippocrates.  Hippocrates was co-tempd
rary with, and a frend of Pythagors, who founded a school &t
Crotona, about B.C. 600, and as he discarded the teachings to 3
great catent of the schools of the Asclepiades, and brought




