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vaginam, might be taken for the resulte of cystic
disease ; end if it happened to the unmanrried, or to
a widow, might give rise to groundless suspicions as
to the patient’s chastity. Tewitt has related one
case, in which true hydatids, originally produced in
the liver, had extended to the peritoneum, and were
about to burst through the vagina at the time of
death. This occurred in an unmarried woman, One
or two other examples of true hydatids forming in
the uterus are also recorded. A very interesting
case is also related by Hewitt, in which undoubted
acophalocysts were expelled from the uterus of a
patient who ultimately recovered. A careful ex-
amination of the cyst and its contents would show
their true mnature, as the cchinococei heads, with
their characteristic hookleis, would be discoverable
by the microscope. McClintock has pointed out
that it is probable that unfounded suspicions might
avise from the fact of a patient expelling a mass
of hydatids long after impregnation. He re-
marks that a so-called hydatiform mole may be
retained in utero for wany months or years, or a
porbion only may be expelled and the residue may
throw out a fresh crop of vesicles, to be discharged
on a fature occasion.”—S¢t. Louis Courier of Medi-
clne.

ON FUNCTIONAL AFTFECTIONS OF THE
SPINAL CORD.*

BY H. M. MACKAY, M.D., M. R. C.S., ENG., L. R. C. P.,
EDIN., WOODSTOCK, ONT.

A rule that ought never to be overlooked in the
diagnosis of disease, is to examine every system of
the human body in detail, in order that the mind
may be able, by a process of exclusion, to concen-
trate the attention more directly on any part or
parts that may be found to be in an abnormal con-
dition. In this mental review, there is no system
that requires more careful attention and consider-
ation than the <erebro-spinal, for its functions so
influence and more or less control every other
organ and system in the body that, however per-
fect in themselves, they may be made to simulate
a diseased state by the irregular action of the
nerves. The heart, that is organically perfect may,
by nervous influence, be suddenly made irregular
m its action ; lungs that are sound and h(.‘d.llhy

*Read before the County of Oxford \Iulu.d \»xucnuon
Jan. gth, 1879.
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may by the same influence, as in asthma, bem
embarrassed that the individual has to pant [0; H: :1
breath ; the circulation may be vigorous and  F3
blood physwloglcmlly perfect in all its proportion, {;
when some sudden excitement to the vaso- moto[.
nerves, causes the whole frame to quiver, and lbe

pale; the peristaltic action of the intestines hay §3
always been normal until some sudden intelligeng q
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remedies that are most frequently employed again:
the one, some might prove extremely injurigef:
against the other. An error in this respect migth3
prove discreditable to the physician and disastros
to the patient.

During the last few years, I have met in my omg
practice and in that of my partner, Dr. Turquandg3
many cases that we regarded as corresponding k£
the class of affections which Dr. Hammond, oa"depe“d“"
New York, in his “ Treatise on Nervous Diseases = clon. - Tiic
calls ¢ spinal anzemia,” and theresults of treatmes ‘m!ght be infc
seemed to justify our diagnosis. Having mb.numerous, :
cases before me, 1 thought it a very easy tasLl Lce enter
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prepare a paper on spinal affections. 1 had Mg 2 chen,
proceeded far, however, in preparing material fﬂn dst istry
that purpose, before ] found difficulties loomisEd should v
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Brown-Sequard, in his preface to twelve lectgs ink, whe
de ".vered before the Royal College of burveonsﬁ - S]m
Ingland, says : “ These lectures contain the restt ol bmed|1(
of the work of alinost all my life, from the time: 5, lomy of llll
began to study medicine, twenty years ago, o6 DN written
present, 1860:” und referving to discases of 4 £ more 1, .
spinal cord, Erb of Heidelberg writing last whem ne
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