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and in the age period twelve to fifteen years the school atten-
dants suffered nearly three times more than those who were not
at sehool.” .

A similar result in the instance of scarlet fever is illustrated
in the Annual Report of Dr. Murphy, Medical Officer of Health
of London, England, for 1893, in connection with 17,704 cases.
Of these there were: 5,279 cases under five years of age; 6,727
cases under ten years of age; 3,187 cases under fifteen years of
age; or but 29 per cent. of the cases were under five years of
age.

Dr. Murphy illustrated the fact in another way by showing
how the prevalence of this disease declined with the summer
vacation. Thus, under three years the decrease was 1 per cent.;
under three to twelve years the decrease was 26 per cent.; over
thirteen years the decrease was 13 per cent. Inecrease in sue-
ceeding month: under three years, 4 per cent.; under three
to thirteen years, 65 per cent.; over thirteen years, 26 per cent.

Such is the experience of officers of health in England; but
we are able to further illustrate the prevalence of infectious dis-
eases from our own statistics. ‘

During the first half of 1897, we had a serious prevalence
of searlet fever in Toronto. There were in all 1,138 cases and
63 deaths.

Tn the returns for May, and up to the 5th of the following
June, there were in all 280 cases. Of these 198 attended school,
or 70 per cent. of the whole were school children.

Such are the statistics of several outbreaks in which the de-
tails_regarding cases have been available. We have, however,
in addition to this, always available, the study of the death-
returns from year to year for the whole Province, and for par-
ticular municipalities.

The following table, from the Registrar-General’s Report of
1900, supplies a number of interesting details, by which com-
parative results may be obtained. It gives the population of the
Province by age periods from nought to nineteen years ineclu-
sive, by years for the first five-vear period, and for the three suc-
ceeding quinquennia. It further gives the deaths for each of the
several periods separately for scarlatina and for diphtheria.

AGE POriof e nenenneenrnnraarenns 01 | 14 | 04 | 59 {1014 | 1419 |59
Population....ooveieviiieneiinieans 49,500 | 190,347 | 239,847 | 216,610 | 243,277 | 232,073

Population Percentage............. 54 1997 | 24.9% | 25.8% { 25.20% | 2413/} ....
Total Deaths...eevennne. e 7068 | 1,989| 9352 S03| a63] 923!29
Total Deaths from Scarlatina..... 18 91 109 39 10 3' 52
Total Deaths from Diphtheria.... T 330 4071 205 66 291 300



