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Tre CANADIAN PRACTITIONER.

The operation lasted an hour and a half. A
half hour after the operation his temperature was
98° pulse 120, respiration 36. As there had
.been but little ‘discharge through the tube, it

" was mmoved, and the openm«r sewed up on the
‘second day. The patient was then doing well,
but on the third day the abdomen was consider.
ably dxstendcd and p’unful to pressure,
afternoon of that 'day ‘his howels moved spon-
tancously, after which the distcntioig disappeared.

On the seventh day a freeal fistula was noted.
This, however, was not large, and remained open
but four days.  After this his recovery was un-
interrupted. He remained in the hospita: four
months after the operation, working as a detail
around. the institution. When discharged he
had grown quite stout,
‘ment of perfect health. ‘ ‘

The accidental cutting of the intestine in this |

case teaches that in operating for ventral hernia
the incision should always be made to the side
of the cicatrix in sound tissue, as there are no
means of determining beforchand in what cases
adhesions have taken place between it and the
intestine. ‘ ‘

Possibly it might have been better not to
have operated on this patient ; the reduction of
the mass and an elastic support might, perhaps,
have been better. But when we consider that
the tendency of such a hernia is to steadily en-
large, even with elastic support, especially in the
_ laboring classes, we must believe that the opera-
© tive procedure is the better one.

Had 7 to perform the operation to-day, I
should close the ends of the intestines, cmploy
lateral anastomosis, and should not resect the
mesentery, but would close it, as advised by
Senn.

THE DI \G\TO‘%IS OF PAGETS DIS}L.\SE
OF THE XNIPPLL.

~ Surgeons and demmtologists have not infre-
quently hesitated over a case of chronic inflam-
mation of the nipple resembling in its external
qppe'mnce ran eczema, doubting whether the
radical operation of excision of the breast
should be undertaken; or, in' other words.
doubting whether they stood in the presence of
what was really ‘chronic ‘eczema, or that affec-
tion which long ago Paget taught was likely to
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be followed by a carcinomatous. involvement
of the gland. Failure in the ordinary applica-
tions for eczema, the absence of itching, suspi-
cious induration and long-standing duration,
have hm.n the clinical data upon which a diag-
nosis was usually founded.

. Darier, in April, 1889, made a communica-

. tion to the Biological Society of Paris concern-
ing a new form of psorespermie found in

“Paget’s Disease of the Nipple,” describing the
parasitic sporesoa as occurring inside the epi-
thelial cells of the affected parts.  These
observations have been confirmed ‘md the
whole subject greatly claborated by Louis
Wickham in his admirable monograph,  Mala-
die de la Peau dite Maladie de Paget”
According to these authors, the parasitic bodies
are found usually in the lower layers of the
epidermis of the discased tissue, and also in

“the milk-bearing ducts, and measure from one-

third to one-half of the stralum mucosum. So

impressed is Wickham with these discoveries,
»

that in the conclusion of his essay he states
that Paget’s disease is due to the pgm‘;xtcs of
the class sporosoa and the order coccidia or
psorospermice, and should be relegated to the
group psoropermesis.  He belicves, MOrCover,
that the prescnce of these bodies, readily de
tected by microscopic examination of the crusts
from the diseased nipple, constitutes an excel-
lent and rapid method of diagnosis,

Further confirmation of these observations
comes from Dr. A. B. Macallum (THE Cana-
DAY PracrimioNer, Oct. 16th, 18go), who has
examined two cases of Paget’s disease, and
found the bodies 'in question. In order to
avoid 'disputed points in pathology, Macallum
suggests the word endpeyte as a neutral and
readily applicable term to describe these bodies
until their true nature shall be z_\'tcﬂ) deter-
mined. Darier advises that-the crust shall be
teased out on a slide in Granvs iodine solution
and examined with a mederately high-power
ubjective. If fat is present, this may be re-
moved by placing the specimen for several
hours in a 10 per cent. solution of ammonia.
Macallum modifies this method and secures a
permanent preparation by attending to the fol-
lowing directions: The crust, or a portion
scraped from the nipple, is teased out in a drop
of tmcture of iodine. on the slide, thc _cover



