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had been reported that seemed to lend colour to the assumption that
the fiat chested. man had at least this advantage to counterbalance his
other defects. But we are prone to accept a plausible explanation of
a doubtful theory, and carefully weighed evidence sometmes refuses to
bear aut what seeis at first sight alnost self evident.

The observations were made upon 500 young mon of the student
class, for the most part candidates for the athletic teains at McGill
University, and. as all the measurements have been taken by my own
hand during the last six years, and without the intention of proving
anvthing, the personal equation of error must be fairly constant. It
is not sa simple. a matter to get correct and imiartial measureients as
would at first sight appear to one unaccustomed to such work. For the
ease with which figures mpay be made to bear false witness. one has only
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to consult the results so temptingly shown on every mnagazine's adver-
tising pages, or to check over the ineasureient card of. one. of the
mnany physical culture systems w:ith whch every town is now amply pro-
vided. The nieasurements taken were seven in number.

lst. The depth of the thorax quiescent, at the nipple line measured
by calipers.

2nd. The breadth of the thorax quiescent, muscles relaxed at the
same level, measured froi behind by a sliding caliper. The relation of
these two measurements gives the thoracic index, the average being
7.60-11.19 or 68 per cent.

Srd. The girth of the chest in forced expiration abave the nipple
line.


