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duiction ilite flic Province. Tite mentis cf Educationi arc noir
vwitliin the reaels cf all-and iusy cisild, ne inatter hici humble
his erigix, or poor hlis parenolts, ia y by patienît nsaidttity fit liiii»-
self lionorably anid usefuhly te fill tise higlicst cilices ini tise gift of
a frec people. Tite introduction cf thse new school itet into Nova
Seotia, lins net been unsattendcd by sacrifices. Old projudices,
have Ilad te bc laid asida, and tite people have hnd te BlIbmit te
iicased taxationi-cpeciahly repugnant te Yevîs Scotiants, wvio
hava tis credit ofalinays guardmnjq tîscîr paeswt el aa
and nIe have liorotofore, und ivstIs reasoîs, been wont te p ride
thaxuselves on thic higlitiiess cf thseir tax-raIl; and tu herûlis
with which tlîis incrensed burden lins beau borne, proves tlunt thec
country estimâtes ariglit thte blosainga cf educaticîx.

While the benefits arising froint thesacnt for the Il better en-
courageument cf oducatien"' are frchy concedced, thse niest ardient
adiisirors cf tdis system, must admit thuat tise inachiiiery
la capable cf ilsiproement, und it iwill probably be years
beforo an educatien net is passed against whsîch li0 vnhid
objection eu bo urged, ansd it ia thse duty cf those hiaviixg the
interesta cf young Nova Scotia at heuart, while hieartily suistain-
iusg the principlo te usuite in dcvising suds, modifications nda in-
provements, as tirno and experience show te be uîecessary te theo
efficient werking eut cf thînt principle.

lu July et hast year, tihe Local Governient cssrried thirougi
thse Legisiature an net ln asuendissent cf thse eduscatioxial, law,
risicis as regards the naising cf thse assessient, la a decidad ira-
provement on thse lair as it originally stood, inasiichsas by tixat
thse tax ras leVîad oniy Ilon the real and personal proparty wth-
in the county cf tise residents of the section nccordng te the
county rate-roll," wheneby snany rîso were weekly or mnenthsly
tenants, and possessed ne visible property, rai or personal, escnp-
cd the aclîcol tax entircly, aithough. thay miglit, and probably did,
jiarticipate in thse sehooha to a greater extent thsan many on whoso
roal sud personal propenty tihe tax was levied.

The amnudment reinedies tisis, te sonte axtent at least, by
levyissg on every maie perse», 21 yars cf age or upîvards, -or
riso lia nesided sn thse section for a period of six months p re-
viens te tise levymg of tho assessment, n poll-tex et onre dollar,
thue balance, cf thse assesment te ha hevied eus tise real nd pan-
sonal propîerty ns isenetofore. This asnendmoent rcachcs ail, and
as tisane in ne ono tee poor te have huis eldren edsscated, se
tisera is ne eue se straightened in cirîiunstancea tînt tboy canniit
pay tise su of ene dollar annunlly fer tise privilege cf a frec
scbool for ail tisair fnnsily, nda theugh, at first siglit it suiglit ap-
pseur somewiset uinjnst thnt those assessed on real and persouna
propenty shseuld ha called upc» te pay tise poil-tax, yet ns thse
auusount raised by thse poil-tax decreases by se mnuci tise amout
required te bc ramcd by assessment, it la ovident thsat
as fer as thev ara concerned it matters littlo islether
they psy tiseir wis.oie quota as ascessment or nits the reduction
cfadollar-paid as.a poll-tax. And it wouldbho nterasting if tise
Sssp&lsïtcndent of Education wre able te preserve fer publica-
tion iii thse Journal of JZducaiion, thei amounit of thc poll-tac nniaed
tbx'oughout tise province, and givo aise the balance frens assess-
ment, ns by tisat means tise people would undesrstand the amounit
thse education cf the province cents. T£ie amendusent aise ex-
empts Ilail pensons aven sixty, and ail negularly ordained minis-
ters, occupied ln suinisterial work, end any inmamnied roman or
rider Srexu assasament on propenty te the amounit cf cone thonu-
sa nd dollars, but leaves tisons hable for any cxccss of that suix."
Poasibly this amuendment uniglit ho advantageous1y cxt.endcd se
as te frec from ail taxation thse widera eof ondained usinistena.
Ministers as a clas arc rarcly able te suaise any provision for
tbeir- fanilies, risile thair stipenda seldoiu if evar sucre than meet
tIe requinements cf tisenselves and tiseir feanilies. And adding
te tisis a consideration et ail tise extra duties perfomed by nss-
uluters of thse gospel gratuiteusly, it would ho ne more than a
graefal ackxsowledgment were thse Lagisiaturo in cousideration
et tiss services te exempt ministers and thair widoirs fromt any
assessmnt for sehool purposea.

Tisera is one portion ot tise set, net unworthy et furtisar callei-
deration. I rater te thc provision te assist, those sections cf a
county, shere la censequence et thue povarty ef the people or thse
aasenesa ot thse population ne sehool cen be opeucd, or if open-

e , efficiexstly suaintained, for 1 uaderstaud that iu soe places
public seisools hava been ahandoned front thase causes, tisa few
pensons able te pay nlot bcing -willing te car r' the whole burden of~
tisescisool. Soea ramedy osîghtte ho devis.4d for this avil re it
exista, In every countytisera are sections, whare froîn tise wealth
and numben of tise pecopie tise rate ln comparatively light, and
enables aïamily te -bo educatcd at 1cms coat than sindan tise pni-
vate acheolsystens. Ought notthosc nicher sêetions te hiaeca ga-
nerons cane for thein peoren brethren ? Audmiglit it not be
'well te conaider thc advisability of apportiening tisa riole of the
conuty fund among tisa poorer sections? Or Wousld it net hoe botter
tisat thse trustees cf thse difféent sections sbould meat annnaily
,rus thse Board of Commissioners, and deterraîne irhît arnsunt
of moneyweuld ha uacded te provide cach secti>u wits a school
or sebools nccording te its requiransants, sud thsat ts aums
sisould ha levied upjon tisawhola county and paida into a counity'
fsut, and tisence diatributed amnong thse different sections in thse
proportion previously ngracd upc» as requisite' by tisa trustees

ýL1fcomuissioners 'i TIs thecaucetion of tise rsole county

wvould bie threwîî upon the whle coainty, andi no section would bu
without any or have only un indifferent or iindequato 9chooI,
%vhile a more fortutnto section was ini the enjcyment cf the fou
blessixîga intended by the school net.

1 inercly nt present throw this out by way of invitlng discus-
sion onnnimportant inatter. Imniy recir te it agnin,xîyseifif
yent %ill kindly alloew me spaco in the dIournal.

I llu tho eantinie, I ain
Vox PoruL!.

DALHO<USIE COLLEGE CONVOCATION.

rI'%11 poeedings at the Aunual Convocation of the Dalhousie.
benchllee ycsterdlay, were of a highly interesting cliaracter. Tho

boce nthe Chaniber of the Assexbly, -where the Convocation
iras leld, presentcd a soînewhat different aspect front that of a
fort-nighit ago whien the assonxbled wisdom of the coutryt waa ii
session. rair faccs, siender forais ana gay dresses, occupied the
places usuiahly fillcd by our burly and bearded legsators. The
coutrast ceriaiiily wft not nplcasent front an oethleio point of
view (no effence will be taken by. our legisiators etut c
cause people prfer to look at pratty women). The I'residentý
Dr, Ross, in his opening addres8, regrettedl te necessary absence
of Sir Witlliam Young, President of the Board of' Governorà. Re
roferred to the condition and prospect of the institution, lamenting,
the fact that sufficient funds were net placed ait thse disposal. of
the Governors of the College, but stating that whist had been
placcd nt their disposai woxild be welI accoun.tedfor, Thre nuin-
ber of students atteniding thse Colloe ho sl.ated te bc 67, itoat

ofirisoni ivere regular undergraduates, only a feW being special
students. A report was tise» resd by the Presideut nssigîîing
the ranis of those students in the varjous classes wlîo had achiov*
cd something beyond apasuable standing. Ile Istwas of coursq
long, and chicfly intercsting te thse studnts' aiîd their ixurV1èîiar
friends.

After thes reading of the report the distribution oif pîrizes -teck -
lace as followis;-by Dr. ?Ross, ini Etiis, to 11ugi MeD Sèott; «i
Physics, te Cordon Me Gregor, by'Prof. 3ohnion,'i RÏ»e CIslo

WV. P. Archibald C2nd yeux), G. MeGregor (3rd ycar) sud H.
Scotto(th year), tho second placé amnong 4th year stndents bc-
inghold by Walterlt -Iborbîstu; in Matlematics, io Archibald
MoRie (lst year), and Eph. Scott (2nd ycarý ; b-y -Pýôf Lyall,
iu his classes, te Ernest Bayne .4d-1 ýArchibald . Proit Lawson,
te Alexr. G- Russell, in Ist clas Chcîniatry, and'Ephraim. Scott.,
2nd class Cheinistry; by Prof. DeMili, ln Ilistory, te IV. Thorn-
hum. in Ebetorie, te Arch. McKie ; by Prof. Liechte, in French,
te IL Scott and G. MeGregor. Certifléatédwero' théà giien îb'
atudenita whio bila net rccived prizes, accordidg to tbcîr'respcct-
ive inent. .>.

Thrce special p hize blie» ofl'ered, enoby' 11ey. G. M.
Grant> and~ t.oe b Sicr Win. Young. ' rof.' Jobision7 'idpôrted'
frankly that tise Conmittee did net see fit te a-kard Rer. Mr.
Grant's prize, as notte of the cempetitors, in their opinion, la
fairly earued it. This was owing partly, howcver, bt a sain-
derstanding on tise part cf tise coxupetitons as te týse-na.ture of the
wr the were expected te do. Sir'IWm. Yon 'a lirst prize

fo lcton -was awarded to fluncan Fraser, and t e scondior
the best cssay on "Tishe elationoetLabor teCapita, te W. 'h.
Thorbun. The President nnnouneed that fie ha received a
note during the forenoon front 11ev. Mr. Grant, «wis had accu
these -prize essaya, offening a prize cf M1 te If. Scott, whose
cssay was but littie inf'erior te thse one which haëd been awardedI
tirst pnizd. 1: 1

The candidates for the degrc of Bachelor of Arts wce tie»
presented te tse President by tIc 'Secretary, ind tie degrSevas
fonxnally conferred upou ti with a fgew anoriate;emanks by
the President in Engiffsh, insiead eof ti enuau teiligible .Latin.
Tise names ef these B. Y's. are Hngli Scott, Walter Thcrburn, A.

.IndaV and John Wahlate. Ile degr,ýco'f Mastér of Arts
WscionnIfclrrcd upen Messrs. McNanghton and MciDonald, Bacise-
lors cf thnee years standing.

Aiten the formai work of the convocation ba beu -gouc
tlirough, addresses, spirited and interestlng, and appropnuate,
vare delivened bý- Mess. C. ftobsqn and A. M Uijsexie, ind the
present and late Supenintendentà -of Eddcation.

The President, regrctting that want à?-"ine Nrevented Mn
froxu calling upon. otiser gentlemen whom 'bc aboul d ise t&bcar
speak on this occasion, ciosed the ecxercises by prôoounc7ng tIc
benedliction ubout 14 z'.m~.

SELECTJIO N OF TE4iIRS.

WIIO API' FOR POSITIONS AS TEAcuERý.

1. Reaul 1Teachers. Some real teachera apply fer scisools. It
is te bc regretted tInt more do net. You advrntise for q teachan',
and twcnty applicants arrive; you will seMons flud ilve tisat are
orwill ever be lecuchers in thse truc senne ef tise teni. Tisereaion
wby se few cf this clas apply is vers evident ; :isey are 'iUl1W.2
bnsy with their wo, ~ieving they shônba.do'weil vliatdver.
they do; they vrni tise barder thse pooranthe situation; he,
they have ne time te bc Iooklng for a better place,
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