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for being in existence, or for hiaving on thecir bookts a certain nui-
ber of chiolars, or a certain assount of attendance, but tlint it
ouglit ta bhegivcn for a certain ainounit of efliciency. Thec States
business is to ascertain re-qult8 and pay in proportion te those resuits.
(11e.'r, hcar.) Thesei are tlic five principlcs which 1 think niay bc
taken as ngreed upon with rcgard te education, andi thorefore I
shall say no morc on that point, but procmit to -visera tlic dis1puta-
I zuatter begins, and tliat.is, wvlersn e conte te consider 'iv at in
tflrcis duty of flic Suite ivitia regard to fie comnmiunication of

this subject. For instanice, 1'lato thoughtff voe'ry Iîigly of tlic du-
tics of tlic State on this subjet, that lie iveulti not trust any parent
witlî the cdîîicatiwî eof his ois chihi, andi in order tlint flhc parent
nîiight nlot interfere witli tlie education of bis oNwn child, lie took
precaiitioiis wlîicli I mîecd nlot nowv dilate uplon thant ne parent shîoulti
knoir Isis own ehilti and no child i s own father. (Laughter.)
tlîink ive ncd net go qune so far nus tinit. I do nlot tinik it is
nueem.1ry, in order to educato f.lic people, te do as 1>lato 'ivaiîtedt
te do--to dedtroy tileo institution eof tile ihîîily, round 'wlieh all tlic
ollier institutions oft' Lis country grossp antd cluster tiiemseives.
But 1 think tinit inifthe snaisi-tîough lie nuay lbave carried luis
principlo a little too fat--Plate %vras riglit. Ilc regarded ftic cdlu-
cation of tlic youtlî ns tlic prinîary dluty of the Statu. Ile diii net
tputit as a duty to bc taken up atter oaller tluties ),rere dLqcli.irgeti,
but as assîsting otiier dutics. le raid tinit persons 'uvlo irere iveli

edfucatei wvout-il bc able te gevern tlîenîslves-thnt evcry mari pust-
ting a restraint on liimself iroulti rcqîîirc nothing to kccp lîi:nr in
tlic patît of duty. 1 do net go se far as flint, becatise it ivas said of'
stmait coiniinities, but 1 say tinit flic education of tlic people is as
inuch a part of tlic duty et* the State ns tlic naking of' laii-, thle
administration of foreiga afrairs, of thec arrny, andi navy, and po-
lice; andiftie Governient, is ne more excusable for neglcting hat
than they wvou d be, for instance, in neglecting tlie proecton of
personal property, tho maintcniance eof flice national lionouir abroatl,
or makzing sucli laws as are demionstrably necessary for tle -tvelfatrc
of flice stibject. (Cheers.) TIiit is the principle from vhich 1
start; anti now let us sec lîow far we corise up te it. 1 a n sorry ta
say tlîat flic existing systeni falis very short eof titat principleb-caue flic existing systern in Englanti tlint Governmeat slîl di
its duty, but net ecupy the, position enabling iL to do its dut>'.
Tlle initiative :i net 'ivitl the Gevernîment. IVe have ne miniqter
of Educatien. The iiititive la given te private inclividuals Tie
Grverniinent cannet ereate a school wicro it is wvanteul; ail flic)-
can do is te assist if. The consequence is tlîat., as monie), is gener-
aly fortlîceming in these places irber education is inoet abundant,
the Governinent gOves assitance -.rbere it is least 'ivanteti, and witlî-
holds it 'whcre it is most wanteti. Tlîat is tlie cardinal defeet eof
the systens, and inherent in ifs ver>' nature, bccause a systcm boing
haseci on relii*u feingi neccsarilyiinaplies a voluntary systein,

for ~ ~ I iLi-oies htyn cannot ereate religions zeal andc feelince
b>' Act of Parliaissent, but cari oni>' lct upea it wicro it cxists anil
is 'iuIing te put itsself in motion. So long as te systeris exists, the
Government nnust, follow tile wMi of priva.-te persans, ind tlic Gov-
Crnment nmust tiierefore stand wuitIt foltict armas white the niasses of'
the population ar .'reg up. vice andi ignorance front iant of
tîtat assistance liv ieînr avshs on places wir liere la oflon
quite enough mone>' to suppoert sehools witlueut Goverament asssis-
tance. That is a very serions tiefeet, andi, theoretically, nething
cans bc more objectionable. But 1 confessa liati it net been for re-
cent occurrences 1 would have bcen dispioseti, defective ns the sys-
tain l, not to mnetde witlî iL; because iL is inmpossible tae upple-
mient the system witenut dcstroving te voiuntary principle on
minicit me rel>'. Since iL is manifest tlîat if, b>' witliolding contri-
butions, people eain geL wirat tlxey want, 'ire are giving a premum
upon those wiho do net contribute. Ais,, it is not te bc conealed
that tItib systeni, thongh partial, is one et' great efflcieney, andi I
Llîink it ana' compare £ftvourahly wvith any systemn in the world.
in Aurica the Sutew maltes grants for the purposeS et' cduication
te assist teivnshipM but the grant is net givcn in the least mif'n re-

te nysyteu t'inpetion. Ex'ination, aspatised un-
der te Bevçised Code in Eng ld-and~ 1 sincercly hope soon in
Seetlaud alse--is totally unknewn, se that money given in assis-
tance te scliools is granteti withont any test of their cfficicr.cy. 1
must ase =ay tiat that systens, lias anether reconnuentation. It is
luomogeneous witb flic habits andi feelings of the people, and especi-
ally in flic country districts et these isiantis; and it enlists ini its
support flic bet lcal gncy whiclu cans bu founti-the gentlemen
aut clerg-men et' th au. For these easans, amneng others, 1
slueuld awayil have boern unwilling ta metitle with the syafem. IL
la an existi g tbing; ante alter it moult inupiy, I liave neo doubt,
a considera sacrilice ofte eiciency, and *a great dislocation et'
cnergy andi efflort But we have now arriveti nt aý tinie wihen wie
eughit ne longer te ddliberate on this question. I wil net go late
political matters; but nie arc all.of us a-vare tluat the Government
of' the country-the voice-potential in the Governent-is nom

paceti in te bands et' persans in a lower position of' lire titan has
liitherto been thc case. Now, it is not merely desirable, it is atil-
inîportzint andi essential, for tic preservation eof the institutions et'
titis country, àhat those persons shoulti be able, properly-and intel-
higenti>', te discitarge the duties entruste t L thcmn. (Chseers)
Even assuning tftat tliose persons who have been enfranchiset
pessess that knowledge whicb is necessar>', 1Isay wc require a mucli
flatter guarantce tItan me at presment possess titat those persans mite
came afler theni sitah posseas that knowlcgo also-(hesr, bear)-

and if they do net possess it, as 1 fuar 'iil bc flic filct in ver y man>'
cases, tilere a ething ive ounglît net to. Ioa filiera i5 110 cll'rt WC
oiîght net te nuake; tilera is ne sacrifice, citlier of' iuoncy or et'
préjudlice nut feeling, mîjicla 'i otuglit net te subtit, to, rather
thain alloiv a gencration in iliose liancis are placet the ciestinies eof
us ail te groiv lip in igniîoaîîce. (Clie--rs.) Tliere ore, gentlenmen,
thougli I shoulti have beurn very glati te have alliee t bis s>stenî
te have gense on cxtendisîg itself quittly anud pcacefully, nuit unes-
tentatious>', as iL lis hitherto been dolng, 1 an firni1' et' opinion
Unît flic tinte lias arriveti 'irlien it is our dut>' te vin ua or Lte
Statu its real Iiiiictien in tluis nnatter-tlIiat iL 1j aur dut), te piace
the Suite, not ns tlie handinsici or felleirer of private enterprise,
huit ns tlic representative cf flue 'irole coinntnity, luaviiip, a vital
intcrest in flic education et' ever>' one eof ifs snmbnrs. é,,ià.!4
'ivish te subissit to yeu immat 1 couisider weulti be tile fittitîg outiuie9
et' a plan by iluieli this shlnd be carrieti out. I caîneot do justice
-uîdecti, 1coutl net, iwitliout travelling ;ite consitieratietis flit
trench sillon polities, doitistice te Llic importance wiruel 1 attnch te
tluis. It is a tliing 'ivliiclt iiînit bc clone, and dlone iineudiattly.
We cannot suiffer any large nuinher et' our citizens, nlowrtliat thu>'
have obtaincti the riglit te influec~e tils- destituies et' te country,
ta reinains uieduicatèti. It lias becut a great ciil LIat flic)- have se
leng reinaincti ini that conditioîî-it was ani cvil, a repreacli, n;.d a
moral stigina upoît us, but îîew it is sometuing ilacre; if is il ques-
tion et' self-presrvation-a question ot' eistetite or file non-exis-
tence et' eîr Constitution. (Cheers.) Anti, if Parlininîct does
flot dent witît thet maLter 'ivith a strong anti a deternuinttl band, se
as te provide saisie nicasures 'ivliereby tlic muanis et' education may
bc puanccl 'ivithiui flic reacli of aIl tIie citizeus of tile country, I !zay
Par hmnent iuil be wanting in tile perfornmance of ita dufy; aisid
uýon fhiose mIte dela> or provent tbe passing et' sucli a inasure
wili resf a responsibility tile ver>' vasteslt flint morfal mais cin pes-
sibly bear. (Ilcar, hear.) Seitie tinie %go, iny frenti, Mr. Biruce,
hall a, seme 'ivhuiel ias a ver' gpoil one, anti 'rhich 1 slîoult i uost
willingl>' have supperteti. It pertaittetl persans te tax tluexnmtelves
fer the purposes et eduncation, but la tle cniergency in 'iriieli ne
area noir placed, I censider tîtat net ncsrlyr suflicient. IVe niut go
mucut fartdier, anti do censiderably more, uts ut>' opinion, ttitn iiuture-
1>' permittiitg. IVe must coîîîpel, anîd insisf by sentie nîcaii fniad:t
education shrti beconie gencral ils fuis country. Ve uîust carry
eut tuic great sehienie et' flic Reforuters et' Scotlanti 'vluiîi thIi 7
placed a sehool in ever>' pariait in fice coîuntry. (Chcuu.) 1 iI
now show y-on, as far 1 cati, hem titat can best be obtinîci. I
tluink LIflu fisac&rifice flua tuic ativocates andu friendts of' li tires-
ent systeun mtust bo callcd upon te niako is that ire mut give
donontinational i.tpection. (Loud clicers.) I think Lte Suite mil,
have te confine itsclt' altegether te tile secular part ot' edlucation,
anti give up flint 4*1Oîat partnsership whicît lias luitierfo existet 'with
flic diflitrent, religious bodies. (Cîteers.) Yen 'ivill se in a nme-
nment mIn> I an se nxious te put thnis in tlic front- The pres-ent
schools unit bc mnalle as efficient as posible for ail classes eof ler
Majestyls subjccts, nuit tuit tlie peopSle shouihi ntot bc caUct ilpon

I thc State te g ire moe> cunies& wt is callefict tIl "conscience
usse " is intreduceti, se t bat persons et' ail tientoutinationsi sheuld

net have te pay if au.ytlting is donc wNvieh 'ivîuld troîelu upon or
violafe their religions opitnions. (Huast, hear.) Theseo things
bcing premiseti, 1 moult say fluts te the Sute- Conitaience an cdu-
cafloital. survofet these islantis. Do net mait for tlic people to
COme f0 yen andi sa>' they want sente et' flic pblie mono>' fer cdu-
cational purpeses; but wits te systeîn eof inspectien mhtielu yen
luire airmauty organiseti, commence an educational survey in Great
Britain, districtiu district, pariaIt b> parili. GeL rit Lte nuutîber
of' sclîcols andi the uunitr of ehiltiren in err> pariait, anti ften lot
a repbort ho sent te te I'rivy Conneil et' the etucational manfa et'
cach panrisît, and et' miat la requsireti te ho donc te place wifluin the
rmachi et' Le people a sufficient, means of education. Wbcn fluat
bas been donc, iL siteuli ho flic dut' ofetUi Privy Ceunceil te give
notice te a pariait that flic>- sitanld fount a Echool, or mliafever nia>'
ho 'iranftid, for their purpeses. If te pariait shouiti faunti a schuool,
I think it moult h ie uty oft'LIternvy Counicil ta assist iL l the
saine may, lu miicit tey assist many scitels now. 1 ouglut aise te
sa' flint 'ire eugitt net te disturit schoots 'ivîich are already cxtng,
excopt that ne ought to provide flittfle> utust suhmit te au unde-
nominational inspection, antd tlic provision of'having the conscience
clauses. Ift'the pariait tee net agcree ta 'intL is done, tlion I tlnink
titer,- ou glit te ho a power vesteili litc Privy Conneil, or flite Sec-
retary eof Suite, or sarne ether responsible officer, te make compul-
ser>' upon tilem a rate for flic support ofthie scitool, anti the eneol
should bo entitîcti ta the saine inspection, cxasnination, anti assis-
tance, as ln the case et' flic seheels nom in existenice. Titis iitaple
macîtiner>' votîlsi, in a ïhort tinte, alLer flic wliolc face of cduication,
anti place it within the meacht et' ver1 ene et' flice Qucen's subjeets,
ant iets, and net until then, woult iL bo righît te talk et' compul-
ser>' etcation. Tunere is nothirlg more unjust or 'unÇîux- tians te
puini-it a chilti for its net hcing euhucate-to say> tient a mnan shail
net employ a chilti wvhich bas net enu educateu(l, 'inhen flice Suiate
bus net fiLsken ite pains ot' placing that chilti within the reacit et'
ettication. (Cher) Tliat is Uic ontdine et' *hnit 1 have 1e zay
on titis subjeet, anti iL resenîbles ln a nn respects flic rceert et' flice
Cornntissiencrs mite have been sitting upon Scotch edlucation. Tîtat
report,, se far ns an Englisliman many hc perinitted te give an opin-
ion upon iL, is foundeci on seunti principles, anti citaracterized b>' a
gront tecal et' geeti sense; but 1 bepce Llint lu Scatland filera mill
bc ne tclay in te introduction of the reviseti code. se far as 1.

169


