FOR LOWER CANADA.

()|

1
for the cstablishment of an independent Normal School  They find it docs
not work well to have the Normal Schiool an appendage of another insti-
tution, however good that may be. They are certainly right in attempting ¢
to muke school-teaching u profession, and to give their teachers o thorough |
professional training. We know of 1o surer or cheaper way of attaining
these results than by founding geod Normal Schools.

The Journal of Fducation for April contains Hon, J. L. Pickard's parting
address to the teachers of the state. The subject iz, ¢ Avoid Extremes.”
The teacher should avoid extremes in dress; in the estimate he puts upon
his own ubility ; in the views he takes of the character o his work, and the
characterof his pupils ; in his manner of teacking und in the matter taught, |
in the discipline of the school-room, and his Learing toward his pupils and |
patrons. The address is a fitting conclusion to Mr. Pickard’s zealous labors
in Wisconsin.—/[linois Teacher.

—The Secretary of the Board of Education in Vermont is luboring with
great zeal aud success in that state. Bis last report says the whole number
of children of school age—i. e. between the ages of four and cighteen—is
85,795 ; showing un increase of 533 over 1863, Of this number 73,259 1
have actually attended the schouls. Tue number of pupals between eighicen
and twenty that uve attended the schouls is 2,765, It appenrs that tess
than one-tenth of the pupils of the state have attended any other than the
public schools  The number f teachers employed durisg the year was ¢
4,841, The average wages of male teachers was $20.48, of temale teachers
£8.16, per month. The report advacates the consolidation of all the colleges
of the state.—MHussachusetts 'eucher.

— We have cxamined with interest the Seventeenth Annual Report upon
the Comunon Schools of New Hamsphire, The State Board of Education !
consists of the County Commissioners of Common Schools, appointed by
the Governor and Council, aud reports annually to the Legislature.  The
Board recominends the appointment of a State Superintendent of Schools, ]
the establishment of a State Normal School and of Teachiers® Institutes.
The arguments in behalf of 2 Stte Normal Schiool are unanswesable, and |
we doubt not will be heeded by the General Court.

The following is a summary of some of the leading school statisties of
the state: Nambzr of pupils fuur years of age and upward, attending he )
schoal not less than two wecks, 83,317, average attendance during the |
year, 52,559 ; number of children between four and fourieen not attending ;
school anywhere. 3,470, Averuge monthly wages of male teachers, $24.
77; of female teachers, S15.48.  Number of inale teachers employed, 861 :
of female teachers, 3,166, Teachers unsuccessful, 154, School-houses
unfit for use, 504. Average length of snmmer schools in weeks, 10.81 5 of
winter schools, 10.86.—Jowa Inxtructor und Sckool Journal.

— While the old Bay State Massachusetts takes so much interest in the |
cause of cducation in other parts of the country, and every other good
thing, for that matter, still she preachies not by precept alone, but also by
cxample. The Agent of the Board of Education, in his report, says: ¢ No
sear of my service for the Board has furnished stronger cvidence of the
growing attachment of the people to the cause of popular cducation.
+Come whar may, we must hold on to our schools—the source of our
strength and prosperity alike in peace or war, is the sentiment which 1
bave every where met.  This increasing interest and progress have been
evinced, not only by the marked increase in appropriations, but by a better
public sentiment, a morc intelligent appreciation of schools ; by thedecline
of the district system, and the consequent advancement in the gradation
and classification of the schools ; by the crection of inproved, and iu some
cases costly, school-houses, and the introduction of batter school furniture,
in the face of war taxes and high prices; by the increase in the number of
Ligh schools, town librarics, and superintendents of schools; by the in-
creased demand for graduates of our Normal Schools, the greater number
of female teachers, and the consequent greater permanency of teachers, and
adoption of wiser and milder methods of school-government; by the wider
introduction of calisthenics and vocal gymnastics, and of object lessons
and instruction in common things.”

We extract the following statistics from the Report of the Board of
Education :—

The present number of public schools...c. cavaicaiaes 4,675
Increaze for the Foar. ceeeee coveescecetanenecnonscnnes 49
Numbger of persons in the state between five and fifteen years
of age May 1, 1863..ceues cevnet cnvooe conscevosonnas 241,644
Ratio of mean average aticndance for the year 1o the whole
number of persons between the ages of five and fifteen. .. 4
Number of teachers in the SUMMEr. . covee e enenscannaass 5,408
" “ a B WINLET ciecee cneate seeoneoans 5,476
Avcrage length of public schools, 7 months and 19 days.
Average wages of male teachess permonth.eeees veveenas $46.73
u " female teachicrs permonth...o..oooo..e 19.37

Aggregate expenditure for the year on public schools, exclu-
sive of the cost of books and school-houses............. $1,679,700.24

Increase of aggregate expenditure on public schools....... $112,750.56
Avemage expenditure for cach person between five and fifteen
TS Of e cinne veranecanancaseesnce srnsonsanane $6.95
The whole number of students in the four Normal Schools
QUi e FEAT et eies ciiies ivieriiiitet svensaann 561}
Number of Goaduates. covee veveescacacsascnncarsncnees 155

~—Ilinois Teacker.

— It would appear by a report to the French Government on the estab-
lishment of a Normal school at Algiers that there were su the colony 231
primary schools under the managument of lay teachers.

‘ LITERARY INTELLIGENCE

— The Literary Iustitute of St. Sauvenr, Quebec, has just received through
the hands of the French consul a handsvmne collection of books, the gift of
1. 1. M. the Empreas of the French.

— The lung vacant memberslaps i the French Academy have just
been filled by the appointment of M Camille Doucet, who succeeds M.
Alfred de Vigoy, and M. Prévost Paradol who replaces M. Ampere. The
tirst appointed is a dramatist and the last was editor of the Journul des
Délats,

SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE.

— According to the Cunadiea there are in North Amenca four species
of butterflics whose larve produce sith that mny be tnned t0.account in
wmanfactures . they are the Cecrapro, Lutat, £ osypliemus, und  2romethea.
Of th three first, which are all fuend s Lower Canada, the £oliphcnus 13
the most common. It feeds on the leaves of the ouk, white bireh and other
forest trees, and can resist the severest cold of winter.  ‘Towatds the end
of swmnmer the moth of this species weaves its cocvon and jasses into the
chrysalid form, only emerging from its retzent as o perfect insect during
the first warm days of the succeeding sunnaer. It is 2 beautful nocturnal
buttesfly, resplendent with colors the most vaiied and steiking.

NECROLOGICAL INTELLICENCE.

—The late Mr. Lincoln was burn in & gart of Hardin county, Ky.,
which is now included in Laura county, February 12, 1509, His ancestors,
who were Quakers, went frons Berks county, Penn,, to Ruchingham county,
Va, and from thence kis goandfather, Abaha, ianoved witls s fanly 1o
Kentecky abont 1782, aud waskitled by Indiansin 1784, Thumas Lincoln,
the father of Abraliam, was burn ia Virginiy, and 1. (806 mareied N e
Hanks, also a Virginian. In 181G he removed with his fanuly to what
is now Spencer county, Ind., where Almaham, bewg large tes bis age,
was put tgwork with anaxe to assist in clesring away the furest, and
for the next ten years was mostly occupied in hard lubour on his fathers
farm. e went to school at intervals, amounting in the agyregate to
about a year, which was all the school cducation he ever recaived At
the age of nineteen he made a trip to Now Orleans s a hired band uyon s
flat boat. In March, 1830, hie removed with his father from Indisng, and
settled in Macon county, Hi, wheee he elped to build a lug webin fur the
family home, and to make enough rmils to fence ten aeres ot fand.  1n the
following year he hired himsclf at S12 a month to assist in building a flat
boat, and afterwards in taking the boat 10 New Orleans.  On his return
from this vorage his cmployer put him in eharge as a clesh of 2 sture and
wilt at New Salem, then in Sangamon, now in Monard county, Iil. On
the breaking ont of the Black Hawk war in 1832, he juined a volunteer
company, aud to his surprise was clected captain of it, & promotion which
he says, gave him more pleasure than any subsequent success in hfe.  He
served for three months in the campaign and on his return was in the
sawe vear nominated a Whig candidate for the legislature. He next opened
st country store, which was not prosjcrons, was appointed postmaster of
New Satem, and now hegan to study law by borrowing from a ueighboring
lawyer booksin the evening and returning them in the morning. The sur-
veyor of Sangamon county offering to depnte to him that portion of his
work which was in his part ot the country, Mr. Lincoln procured 2 comyass
and chain and a treatiss on surveying, and did the work. In 1834 he was
clected to the legislature, and was re<clected in 1826, 1838, and 1840, In
1836 he obtained a lic~nse to practisc law, and in Aprif, 1536, removed
to Springhicld, and opened an office in partnership with Major John F.
Swuast, He rose rapidly to distinction in his profession, and was especially
cminent as an advocate in jury trials. Ile did not, however, withdraw
from politics, but continued for many vears a; rominent leader of the Whig
party in Ilinois. He was presidential clector in belialf of Henry Clay.
In 1836 he wasclected arepresentative in Congress from the central district
of 1Ninois, and ook his seat on the first Monday in Deemnber, 1847, On
Jan 16, 1849, he offered to the House a scheme for abolishing slavery in
the District by compensating the slave owners from the treasury of the
United States, providad & majority of citizens of the district should vote
for the acceplance of the proposed act  He opposed the anncxation of
Texas, but voted for the loan bill to enable the gaverament to d+fiay the
cxpenses of the Mexican war. H: was a membar of the whig national
convention of 1849, and advocated the nomination of G n. Taylor Afier
the expiration of his congressional teem Mr. Lincoln anplicd himseif to
his profession 1ill the repeal of th: Mis:ouri Compromise called him again
into the rolitical arena. At the republican national convention in 1856,
by which Cul. Fremont was nominated for pre:ident, the Illinois 4 :legation
meffectually urged Mr. Lincola's nomination for the vicapresidency. On
June 2, 1838, thy republican Stale convention mat at Springfield, and
unanimously nominated him as candidate for U. S. senator in opfosition
10 Mr. Douglas. The two candidates convassed the state together, speaking



