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teacher of to-day has never given five
minutes consideration.

Space will permit only a bare ref-
erence Lo the fact that the utility of
the Ontario Normal College is ham-
pered most seriously by the shortness of
the course.  As if any man or woman
could possibly master the most difficult
of all the arts and sciences in a single
year! When the course is trebled in
length it will be time enough to resent
an insinuation that we view teaching
not as a profession at all but a very
casy trade.

Much that has been said with special
reference to the Normal College has a
very direct bearing upon the Normal
Schools.  Here we have theevils of an
inadequate course and a short term, in
intensified form.  Bul probably the
greatest handicap under which the Nor-
mal Schools labor is the low grade of
the academic attainments character-
izing a very considerable percentage of
their students.  T'he principals of such
schools will inform inquirers that an
unduly large proportion of the time
and cnergy of the teachers-in-training
is perforce devoted to non-professional
work. ‘This is an cvil that is itself a
symptomn of one even greater.

It is a fact that very many indeced,
who have passed the Junior Leaving
Examination of our high school course,
cannot speak one hundred words in
ordinary conversation without a gram-
matical error aund caniot speak ten
words without a lapsus linguae as re-
gards articulation and pronunciation.
It is the truth that very many Junior
Leaving students have lost most of the
skill they may atone time have possessed
in oral reading, and that their writing
is ordinarily atrocious. It is the casc
that average high school students of
Junior Leaving standing are densely
ignorant of Iinglish literature outside
the narrow grooves defined by the
examination syllabus.  And it is not
unfair to say that the Junior Leaving
student’s knowledge of histery, geo-
graphy,arithmeticand other foundation
subjects is generallyserappy and super-

ficial.  In short, so large a proportion
of the holders of Junior Leaviag certi-
ficates have been suffocated, educat-
ionally, by the cramming system, that
they are not possessed of any adequate
general education as a basis for normal
instruction. It is not the purpose of
this paper to treat at any length of
remedies ; until high schools ceasc to be
compared on the basis of examination
vesults and until a sine gua non in con-
ferring a Leaving diploma, is the con-
fidential report of the staff that they
consider the candidate to be possessed
of a thoughtful and reasonably well-
stored mind, of carnest purpose and of
refined manners, —we need not ook for
any material improvement,

Any adequate treatmentof the anom-
alies of our Model School system would
render this paper too long for public-
ation, but the writer cannot forbear
entering a protest against at least some
of them,

An inevituable consequence of exist-
ing conditions in our Modei Schools is
the practical violation of cvery prin-
ciple of pedagogy aimed against the
forcing methods that we wish teachers
to avoid. If the teachers-in-trainng
get any notion of the evils of cram-
ming, they get that notion itself by
cram. Remember that for some reason
public opinion scems to demand the
graduation of the overwheliming major-
ity of model school teachers-in-train-
ing after a single term. Remember
that the students are boys and girls of
cighteen, fresh, or rather, verdant,
from the high schools, deplorably
deficient from an academic standpoint,
and as conversant with pedagogy as
with meteorology.  And then remem-
ber that apart from his desperate
endeavors to make good the academic
weaknesses of his teachers-in-training,
the unfortunate model school principal
is rasked in a fourteen weeks term to
lead his flock through a professional
course very briefly outlined in an
official syllabus of four hundred lines.
The student must spend much time in
“observing ' rsic!s must prepare and



