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work, snd the open Bible 1.a Uhe giory
of our chuirc'hes. Protracted labor has
be expendcd On producing a stand-
ard translatlon-ýPlotestant misalonaries
or ail thec societies hsvlng, under tlic
superiatendence of thc British anid For-
cign Bible Society, spent eleven years
on ibis Important werk. The 2000 Prot-
estant churches now existing in the
islaad bave as theirmost cherished pos-
session> as their perennisi fountain of
hlealtilful teacbing, and as their shield
8gainat ail Uhc viles ef errer, this care-
lully considered version of the IIoly
Scriptures.

ilMueh activity le manifested by the
vaflous congregations, snd a healtlîy
inteRst in ehurch affaira exista anlong
the people. A very strong democratic
spirit préVails, aud any one from wi thin
or trots ýwit.out, niissionary or native,
sueznpting te ' dictate te the Church '
(mandidyjî'L1gànl7la) soon finds ha lias
to -reokon 'with a spirit o! sturdy Inde-
pendence.

"«Great interest Is taken- ln the dis-
cussion et churcli business; but .1 no-
lice tht nothiiig draws se mnany as tic
knowledge that soine personal matter
vii cerne up, possibly soe case of dis-
aplinc. Ilbave known very happy aud
belpful cburch meetings in Madagas-
car; but I have also been present at
wnie ia wbicb party feeling rat higli,
aud the feelings snd tongues of thc
people wcre botli unduly excited. A.
>,ta or t-wo since 1 attcnded a meet-
ing in a country ehurch, where sorne

* difficulty lîad arisen about the choice of
a ipaster, and I found the village aimost
inastate of riot, bludgeons and long

* kircs having been brought by soine as
sids t4ward the setticruent of a question
Uaibad evidently caused atreng party
feeing. Happily Uic discussion o! the
inur iia question 'was postpeaed *fno

* dit
41ÂAgrowing spirit of liberallty is ne-

t iceable tmoug our people. IRemern-
beiniu~bat a dollar mean.s te an ordi-
naiy«Xalsgay about as much as a sov-
=rgn does te Uic average Englishman.

cdi th%% thicepence or fourpence Ma

day would be the usual wages of a labor-
ing man, It is a faet f ull of encourage-
ment that ne leua a sum tlian £7336 was
raised in 1894 for churcli purposes....

"'fTic mlssionary spirit la certalnly
gro-tlng, . .. and nnany among the
IlQva Christians are deeply in earncst in
the attenipt to win the whoe of Maeda-
gascar for Christ....

ilThe coming -war niay, it is feared,
check mucli of this growlng activity for
a time. Disorganization and confusion
may be causcd ia xnany districts if the
Frenchi perslst in their attempt toobtain
by force ihat; they bave flot been able
te gain by milder measures. But 1 do
no% for a moment believe that these Prot-
estant churébes of Madagascar will be
turned away fromn the faith they have
accepted. The conservatism, of thc peo-
pie, 'wlîlh sometimes proves a hindrance
to the plans of an tearnest and enthusi-
astic rnissionary, will in this zuatter be
a strength te the churches. But aboya
all else the knowledgc of Holy Scrip-
turc posscssed by the people, the way
in 'whici the Bible bas rooted itseif in
tlicir reverence and love will now pirove
tlîcir safeguard. Rloman Catholie rais-
sionaries have iiothing to, offer that
wiould tak-e the place of the free, healthy
churcli !Ife they new enjoy. aud of the
supremne place the Bible has taken in
ail their services and in tho develop.
ment of tlieir religious life. We may
lie prepared to hear of changes In Iada-
gascar, perbaps even of temporary
retrogression, o! werk interrupted, o!
sehools broken up, o! churches discour-
-ged. The -war rnay cause many evils
sueh as these ; but looldng at the char-
acter of the people, at the 'way they
have borne severe triais in the past, at
the condition and «work of thc churches
to-day, and, above al], looklng upward
te fimi who is the Guide and Defender
of Hlis peuple, we cannot, I think, in-
clude among the c vils te be fcared
any large measure of departure frein
the simple, I3iblc*uourisbed Christian
faith which bas now* for se rnany
years existed among the 3lalagasy peo-
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