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1394.] THE TRUE CHARM AND POWER OF' MISSIONS. 325
thousand missionary martyrs enriches the soil of Tndia alone.  TMundreds
have died on Africa’s pestilential coast in process of acclimation. In the
South Seas hundreds of saintly souls have given their bodies to be burned
in cannibal ovens. ‘¢ To what purpose is this waste 2

Vainly does the selfishness that clutclies the bag of temporal advantage
wait for an answer. John may read the mystery where Judas cannot.
The disciple who is not too far below the level of his Master finds erough
explanation in his Master's example of uncompensated love and sacrifice.
He remembers that it was One who at thirty-three laid down His life a
sacrifice, who said, ‘ Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature.”  These ave what the Iron Duke called our ¢“marching
orders”; and if we fall in the unequal contest, we may at least have written
above us a tribute like the famous inscription by which Simonides honored
the Spartans who fell at Thermopyle : ¢ Go, stranger, and declare to the
Lacedseemonians that we died here in obedience to their divine laws.”

Because the blessed hope of our Lord's return has so refining an influ-
ence on character it is very mould and matrix of missions. Its whole ten-
dency is to make us unselfish, to relax our grasp upon material treasures
and carnal pleasures ; to fashion us ¢ not after the law of a carnal com-
mandment, but after the power of an endless life.” It makes all time
seem short and the whole world seemx small ; dwarfs the present age into
insignificance and lifts the peaks of the age to come into loftier altitudes,
on a nearer horizon, in a clearer view. It so magnifies the approval of the
coming Lord as to make present compensation tor service and sacrifice
appear trifling.

In the seven Epistles to the Churches, which «pen the Apocalypse, our
Lora uses His advent asa perpetual admonition and inspiration. The
Ephesians could well bear, have patience and not faint ; the Smyrnese en-
dure the ten days of {ribulation ; the Pergamoans hold fast His name
and not deny the faith ; the Thyatirans resist Jezebel's seductions ; the
Sardians keep up their watch and keep their garments white ; the Phila-
delphians keep the word of Ilis patience, and the Laodiceans, from luke-
warmness wax ardent and fervent, for the Lord’s coming was always at
hand, when all trials would cease and all triumphs be complete.

Mr. Moody well says, ‘° When this truth really takes hold of a man
the world loses its grip on him. Gas stocks and water stocks, and stocks
in banks and railroads are of very much less consequence to him now.
His heart is free when he looks for the blessed appearing and kingdom of
the Lord.” Our lrother hits the nail on the head with the blows of his
simple Saxon hammer. Worldwide missions meet in worldly minds
two fatal objections : the world is too wide and self is too narrow. The
cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eyes and the pride of life, choke all growth in the grace of self-
oblivion. Work is waste unless it pays in current coin.  Charity is mis-
taken sentiment unless it ** begins at home’ and stays there. Fields
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