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dsred not disobey. They kept in their houses some of their gods, and
fancied them to be in disposition like unto themselves. Iliro was the pro-
tector of thicves, and when they went out to steal, they piromised Hiro a
part of the booty if e would not expose them ; and the missionaries found
that the natives were very much like the god they worshipped. Nothing
was safe within their reach. Murder was guite as common as stealing ;
and one Sunday Mr. Lewis preached upon the commandment, ¢¢ Thou shalt
not kill.””  Mane-mane advised the people to leave off their wicked ways,
yet he had not left off his own ; and when he wanted to kill a man, drank
wine to keep up his courage for his horrible work. His owx wife killed
her offspring, and when remonstrated with, said she would keep the cus-
toms of the country and defy the missionaries’ displeasure.

Some of the idols were made of sione, but most of them of wood, or
of a kind of string made from the outside of the cocoanut. Sharks and
birds were worshipped, and there were more than one hundred gods.
‘When » sacrifice was demended for Oro, it might be the guest who was
cating beneath the roof of a chief. If one man of a family were offered,
the people of the same houschold were usnally chosen until the whole was
destroyed. 'When the beating of the sacred drum gave the signal that a
human sacrifice was required, the natives would flee to the mountain dens
and caves for refuge. The Tahitians believed that at death their spirits
went to cruel gods, who first devoured them three times over, after whick
they passed into the body of a beast, bird, or man, and lived again on
earth.

If thus cruel to their friends, their cruelty to enemies may be inferred ;
their bodies were left unburied to be uevoured by beasts and birds. Some-
times a hole was made through an cnemy’s body, and he was worn as a
Tiputa by the man who slew him. The conquerors destroyed all the women
and children of their foes, and taught their own little children to kill those
of whom they would naturally have made playmates ; and sometimes these
little children of conquered foes were strung on a spear like beads.

Aumong such a people these missionaries began their apparently hopeless
labors, Three weeks had not passed beforo they were rol:bed, and, because
they did not punish the offenders when detected, they were regarded as
cowards ; but they sought to win by kindness, and determined they would
not scek to defend themselves, but confide themselves entirely to the keep-
ing of Jehovah. They placed near their house a hospital, and offered to
nurse all who would come. Though many natives were suffering from ter-
rible diseases, they would not accept the proposition. Satisfied with food
and raiment, the missionaries gave up their blacksmith shop and store room
to Pomare, and even offered to surrender to him all their own private prop-
erty, but he would not accept it. During the first year there was a quarrel
between Pomare and Otu, and, as Mane-inane had stirred up the rebel-
lion, Pomare ordered him to be killed. Thus perished the wicked old
priest, the great man of the Tahitians.



