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6 practicing vîrtue,' and is considered a
miode of layln- Up menit. If tise year la a,
gooci one people do nat apply for soup, the
poarest of thena hiaving as gooul or better at
home; but, aIl the saine, tîse danaors adver-
tise their intentions ta practico v'irtue;- and
when the day ends andi ia osto lias askcd
for a bowl of thse soup iL is put iat tise
brokeis jars out of whicli tise pigs aire fed,
and thse benevoienit tait closes lus door
feeling tIsat lie lias been virtuoua for the
year. TIse narrow range of Cîuinese cliarlty
ia slsowu by tise circustance thatt asylunis
for tue iveak-isaiided and insane, for the
deaf aid dunab, for varieties of disease, do
asot exist, aud wouid remind a Cîsinamn aio
nothsiag lie eyer -aw or licard of. Cîsinese
benevolejice, iadeeci, lias sio îcart iin it;
tsat state of aninc, ia wvhicla practicai

pliilaistlropy becomes an instinct, densasad-
ing- oîaportunity to exisibit, its %vorkingms,
wlienever tise ileeci of it la ciearly pe-
ceivei, may be said ta be almost whlly
wvaiitingamonsg flie Clisscse.' 1

Wc cannot buit think tisis Chinese
custons a parable for Christians lia-
tions. Ini our cliurches our beneva-
lent uprisiîsgs ar-e too often snip-
pressed, and %vait for thse annual
collection, ivlaeîs a disi of wveak soup
dealt otit to perislaiîg illfions is
supposed to atone for the years
neglect.-A. T. P.

H-eathen and Christian Giving. Idolaters,
whef ler frorn fear of tlîeir false gocis. or frein,
thse bopte ai physic-al, periiery or social gainss,
give fer more to support licaflsenisis tisait Clris-
tiens give ta malîstain asîc propagaf e tise true
faitis. Dr. Scudder, lonîg a mi:,siona.ry in Indue,
says : "«Tse ofrfenigs mîade by tîte lîcatscî to
support their idolatry ire fer greeter tîsan thoe
-whics -ire made by Clîristianu ta biouter their
divine Master." lier. J. L. flougiass, Nvritilig
froni lIangoon. Burmals, says: "The wlsole
leagua af tise cempire iS conseurateci ta Idolatsy.
Tîte people speuc tîsousans ai dollars for pago-
des, andi only tons for tîsoir aira hamacs."11etv.
Mr. Noyes of China reports, in addition t0 ftse
vasi sums paici for flic support, af Confucauisin,
floddhismn, -and Taionismn, more titan $200,000,000
spent annually by flic Cluinese for thse worshsijp af
ancestors. lie furisishes important data in thle
(lldnese Reorder, tise results af cereful Inves-
tigation. Of mine isersaons lie gives tise anuial
isîcoute of cacis, tlîe ycarly arnoutit giron to,
idolatry, andi tise rtio-tles:

-no 1 incoîne, $120 ; giron ta idoiatry, $21.30;
ratio,*aimoit anc-uarter. No. 2, isicoase, $60;
giron to idoiatry, $14.54 ; ratio. slnost une-3are.No. 3, incorne, $84 ; giron ta idoli.try,

214;ratio, mare tisas anc-quarter. No. 4,
incarne, SfI; giveis ta ldolatry, 321.69 1 ratio,
mare than ane tinu. No. 5, Income, 8.33.83% ;
glven ta idolatry, $7.31 ; ratio, more titan oce-

lUth. No. 6, income, $54, given to Idolatry,
$12.20;* ratio, more than one-fifth. No. 7, in-
conte, $OItfl v ien to ldoltitry, $12.72 -ratio,
lcss thais o Milfl. No. 8, Incarne, $lia x;
gîveai ti> kiolatry, $25.11 ; ratio, les% than one-

ffi.No. 1), inome,1 $48; given to Idolatry,
$20. 22; ratio, less thait two-fiftbs.

Iter. J. L. Atkinson of Relié, Japan, gives an
account of a Japaneso fiamly wvhich worshipcd
thiegod KaenîdnDaimiyo-jinz-saiî. Ina pnt, as
lat China and India, It Is commun fa have a god
for elmosteovery abject and virtue, and fltis very
self-clcnyiisg fenilly lied cliosen tise one named.
Tise master of the bouse, on beiîsg questiouîcd,
gave the foliowlng accounit of the practice of bis
hossseliold

'IProm. icîscent timcs sasy faimily lias believeci
iii and wvorshiped ' the great biglit goci of self-
restreinit.' We have niso mcade-.tbox, and callcd
il ' to seIf-restraint box,' for the reeeption of
first-frults anti ather percentage,' ail1 of which
tire ofibred ta our god. As to eresnsthis
is ouir mode af proccedin- : f I would e.bny a
dollar garaient, 1 manage by self-restreint ansd
ecoajoiay fa get IL for eigkty cents, andi the re-
aaainiîg twenty cents I drop into theo 'scîf-re-
straîni box'; or if 1 wauld gire a five-doliar
fecast te îny friends, I exorcise self-restrait and
ecosioiny andi give it for four, dropping thle re-
inaining dollar lna tIse box; or, if 1 determine
ta builci a bouse tlîat shall cost one huildreci dol-
lareq. I cxorcisé soîf-restraint andi econoiny and
bnilci It for cighty, putting tise rcmaining twcnty
doallars lutta tîte box as an ofTering ta Kannin,
Daiiiiyo.jin-san. And it lsanlways rny purpose
tîsus tu mnalte an afiler to mny goci tweuuty per
ccint. of evcrytlîiug, by the exercise af flic virtuca
cf self-restis.int and econoniy. lat proportion tu
say annuel outicys the suni iii this box la large
or smali. Thîis year nîy outîcys have bcen
large; lueisco, by the practice of the virtues
namcid, the amioîsît la the 1 scîf-restraisît box ' is
great. Yct, notwitssteanding titis, %vû are living
in comfort, pence aîud liappiacas."

Some native Christiaas In Japan, Cina, snd
India equal. or exceeci the ratios alroady quoted
lis giving to support tIse gospel, bot most of
tlîem feul very mucli below. A striking foattre
of the proccdiags af tlia Missionary Confier-
caces at Calcutta andi Osaka wras tise confession
of certain missionaries of tîscir failuro t0 do
tîjeir full dnty la fuis respect, and thseir resolve
.o act ditYcrcntly in flic future. Aircady very
marked results appoar in the incroased libcrality
of tlîc native clauretics.

But the couverts ln tise Foreign Mission fieldis
have giren more ta tIse cause of Christ, lat pro-
portion ta their mnuas, hin Christian peapie tt
home. Wiiie many af the latter have aboundeci
lat tie grace of glving, yet thle witllolding
more thtan la meet la the rule, and flue liheral
givers are the exceptions. One cause of fiais la
fîsat many af the clergy do nlot eduacate their
people lu titis duty. flislsop Stevens saya :

IlWhen I flrst went ta Piiladelphia as reci or
of a cluîcîs Lucre, 1 w'as calicd supou ta pres;ent, a
great objeot f0 my congregation. I did se,
kno Iag tVint tluey wecre sreaitisy, anti expectimur

from iliom a liberil respoase. Afterwarui I
callcd on sereral lndividuala, one a rîcli gentie-
mnan, wlio, aller seine liesitation, promlscd me
flfty dollars. Noticiîîg my surprise, lie saici:
'I se you are disaippolustcd.' 'l arn . I ex-
pected a tlîousand dollars.' ' Weli,' replicci lie,

1 avene been educatcd ta give.' 1 said,Yushall nover have cause to say that agaitt.
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