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-man life and society of the liresclît Mrs. Browning blas wsed lier genius
iii -defending a social question of vital importance to lier own sex, that
iii which ivoien take tbe initiative and are independeni. Comibined

pvtht isuestion there is iiilber poeni, Il Auirora ieg, aotbier.
tbe cail for greater unity betiveeni tie idealist and tbe iiorker provid
in- for eacli day's need whichi shows life tritinilant in doing rather
iban thinking or believing.

ILAiurora Leigbi" is the autobiography of a beart and intellect in
îvhichi is shoivn the developient of an resthetical and imiaginative n~a-
ture and the failuire of a lii e so blinded by the ideal that the possible
formns no part of its existence.

The first clinipse of the heroine Aurora is as a littIe chuld amrong
[taly's sunuyi) niouintains whiere ignorant of a niother's tender care she
warders at %vil] or sits and gazes, *'lalf iii terror ICO in adoration," at
the picttire whichi is the sole remninder of tic life %whosc care she lacks.

''So ine ftill years wverc hid wvithi God among bis moiiuntainis."
In tbis free life containing an uniseen source of growth the flighit of

lie is unheeded until there cones a sudden awvakening to &fui life
and hife's needs," and Aurora realizes that she is entirely orphianed.
that lier homie is no longer under Uic blue doine of Italy but under the
more chili and leaden sky of England, tbat she is iii il care of a

beWîho is gencrous, bland, miore courteous tlîan tender doing lier
duty-elas il fearful that God's saints would look down suddeîîly anîd
say: Herein you inissed a point, 1 think tbrough lack of love."

Aurora's guardian -%vas one %v.lo knows only one varietv of lbunian
<tharacter and who would cast everyolie iii the saine niould. The
bcUIptor ina>' gradually shape blis nýiarl)le to the forni of the image Ini
bis own illmd, but the human soul ivith its owuî pectiliarities cannot 1)e
-hîaped in this va>'. The spirit 'ifl uer be crushed or fiuîd a1 secret
îîîeans of life.

To Aurora tic coinstraiiîed life with lier aunit, the unlcong«enial
tasks, flie feeling tliat an effort wvas heing, niade to, shape lier character
to a pattern 'vlly foreigin to lier îîatural inclinations nliade living al-
inost unbearable.

Thien she found a means of life iii the voice of naiui-e speakiiig on
aiides and learned, whîile wvandering over thc fields yet fresi ind

sparkling wvith the mnornirîg dew~, toI"Uv lier fancies iii tic open air.-
1'leiî again she would hase herself to actual surrounidings b)etween tlie
miagical covers of lier fatlîer's books.

Thiose around lier could not fail w sec tic change iii the e\terîîal
liCe resulting frorn die quickexîiig of tic iixîner and to kn-iov she hazzd

soucesof hoglî an cjoynint whicbi tliey liad tiot provided andi
co~uld not reinove.

Aurora beconies, absorbed iii lier ideals and filled wvitb al loningi-
fo>r freedoni to express the ideas ivith w~hici lier own soul is overtloNving
Miîen lier aunt is remioved froin lier 1 tathivay slîe cati fée no sorrNlw

four one to whorn she camne as a stranger, and onc whiose- nature heing
s'eiîtirely uïilike lier ovn she could not learn to regard Nvithi affectioun.

She rejoices to be free fronii restrainit. free to assert lier iieiidnc


