
LANOIJAGS 0F THE INDO-EUROrEAN FAMILT.

has just propareci a work on Chineso philology, the aim of which la
ta provo the conmaon orig(,in of Asiatia and European languages.

In the aboya sornawhat lengrthy preface it has been my ondeavour
to show that, while important difforences af grammatical structure
do exist between certain groups of languages, these groupa theniselves
cannot bo clearly deflned; and that aven whero points of sixnilarity ini
grammatical structure are almast or entiroly wantmng, a community
of roots may atili attcst true relatianship. It is on tiieso grounds,
as wveIl as on the ground af rny belief already stated in a provious
paper,"' that Egypt was the cradie af the race, that I arn cnboldanod
to prcsent, under the titie of thia essay, the rosuit of somle recont
studios in comparativo philology-studics which, 1 may stato, were
commenced and carricd on in perfect, independence of any theory.

The language ini which 1 profess to have faund a Iink or links
binding together the Aryan and Semitie familias, is theolad Egyptian.
The recarches of M. Quatromère do Quiney first revealed the fact
that this ancient lanç,uag-o survived in the Coptic, which was used ini
Egypt as late as the twclfth century of the Christian eriL. After
many fareign elementa ]lave b.-en rejced froa the Coptic, it, ia found
ta consist mainly of rnonosyllabic moots, many of thcrn formedl with
only ane con~sonant, and these apparcntly tho radicals ai Semitie
-words of similar signification. In the eariest stages of this languago
there does nat appear ta have been any well-mark-ed distinction ho-
tween the parts af speech, althaugh, at a Inter poriad, a construction
similar ta that af the Semitie languages, especially in the case ai tho
verb, manifests itself." Proiessor Max Müller wiII bardly allow%
that the Coptia and Barber Janguages af North Africa are ai a well-
dcfined Semitic character; noithor will ho erect thom into a separato
family."1 These languages, tog<,ether with the Ethiopie, Ntibian,
Abyssinian and similar East African tangueas, dawn ta the aid Mala.
gasy, have been farmod into a group called the Nilotic or Nilo-H1amitie,
which Bunsen and others laoked upon as sprung frani the ame stock
as the Sernitic, and as forming with them a single family. Sir Qardner
Wilkinson neakcs the fallawing intcresting statements in regard ta
the aid Captie. «"The Egyptian languago miglit, frora its graminar,
appear ta, daima a Semitic arigin, but it la flot really ane ai that
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