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TO TOE EDITOR OF THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

81n,—1 beg to acquaint you with the proceedings of the lnst
quarterly meeting of our Temperance Saocicty, hicld on the 220d
July; it should have taken place on the 8th, but was uuavoldably
postponed two weeks.

Wa were favourcd with o most excellont address from the Rev.
H. Wilkinson (of the Mothodist denomination) ; we may hope f‘qr
hls valuable services more frequently heveafter, ot nccount of his
having taken wp his residéhce among us, with the intention of
remalning two years, He Is o bold advocate of the temperance
cause, and though his vemarks carry cvidence of being freo from
all personality, he feavs not to tell the whole truth, on whomsoever
it may fall; ho fastens the duty on every living man, to lend o
helping hand to bring about the disuse, as a common beverage, of
all Intoxicatinyg lquors; seciug that such & course Is the only pro-
bable metins of checking the mouster of intemperance, in his
ruvazes among mauokind, )

After the address, two pevsons offered their names fgr the total
abstinence pledge, aud one had his name tecnsferred to it from the
ol pledge, Notice was given that the propriety of having any the
¢ Total Pledge” in connection with the Society, would be discussed
at the next quarterly mectiug (2nd Monday in Octf;bcr) preparatory
o a vote of the members being taken on that question, ut the anuual
meeting {u January.

I think, thouzh our number of members does not increaso at
present as rapidly as the welfare of the cause requires, we may
safuly say that there Is a growing opinion among the thinking part
of aur community, in favour of the principles of Temperance
Socleties, and thosd who are inclined to be fu divect oppositiony find
that geud argumepts are scarce, But, as in every pictuve, there
are shades as well as lights, so o faithful description of temperance
operatiofis ln this.quarter, points out a shade among us ; 2 shade s

- dark as the demoralicing iofl of two newly-commencing-

distilleries can make it, Those who will thus raise the flood-gates

. of intemperauce upat soclety, and convert the bounties of Provi-

dence into a-curse, when there are so many other Aarmless ways of

" acquiring woalth—those who, will thus act, when the bal?ful fnﬂp-

*“ance of such .a.course i3 so plainly shvwn as at the prisedt day,

must have any thing but an enviable situation, and when the com-

munity look and-act impartialiy—free from the jufluence of appe-

tite and interest—such employmant will be neither respecteble nor
praofitable. 1 am, &e., . .

Prescott, Aug. 6, 1839, W. D. DICKENSON, Sec.

70 THE EDITOR OF THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.
Sixr,—1 feel somewhat diffident in writing to you this mouth, lest
oy should considerane teoubl 3 or lestthereaders of the ddvo.
cate should suppose that we in Bytosvu think that ‘Tetal Abstinence
does not make ‘equal, or more rapid progress in other places.  Yet,
at the request of the Committre, and a large number of our mem-
bars, I am iuduced {and it atfords me grent pleasure to do s0,) to
lay befofe you the tesult of u public meeting held here on the
evening of the 9¢h Tistant, when a large and respectable assembly
was addressed by.sghe Rev. R. Jumes, Wesleyan Miuister, (who is
stationed here, and who is also Chairman of the Ottawa District,)
auld by the Rev. A. Jamieson, Baptist Minister from Chelsen,
L. C. The arguments adduced in favour of Total Abstinence by
the Roverend gentlemen and others, gave our Socicty an addition
* of eleven now members : and amongst athers, 1 had the gratification
* to see the Rev. R. Jones sizn the pledge, the weight of whose influ-
ence in the cause is not ouly duly appreciated here hy ws, but 4vill
be attended with thebest effects (when published in the Advocate,)
iu varlous pther purts of the province when he has travelled ns a

ister. .= .. .X am, your's respactiudly, ,
Mibter L m HENRY BISHOPRICK.
Bytown, Angust 20, 1339, ;

‘WHITBY TEMPERANCE SOCIBTY.

Str,—Allow, me to Juy before you the past and present condition
of the Whitby Témperance Society. Tt was instituted ia the summer
of 1831, upon the old commen principle of Tutal abstinence from
ardent spirits, and’ that of nnt using %o excess other strong drinks,
Wihat was the apount of membqrs at this time, I caunet eay, not

. .
having been in the pince till threo years aRer, and no records exlstiug
previous tothexecond Anniveraary.  Butthis I know, that they had
jmmense munbers to contend with, and io the present moment have
find the most powerful fufluence in the place put forth against thew.
But although this child of beuevelence was cradled in adversity,
and auesed in the midst of enemles, it §s rapldly advancing to n
goudly stature, nnd bids fale to prostrate, ere long, thatgiaut foe who
has so long been ravaging the world, consigning hundreds of his
wretched vietims, uot only to poverty and ignom\ny aud the grave,
but to the pains nnd horrors of the * second death.’

Never, 8o far ns I can learn, but in one solitary instance, has this
saclety had the countenance of auy of those In stations of rule.
The magisteates being all, like the most of their neighbours, Tempe-
rate-enough-already men.  And oven the solitary aid from this
quarter which was once enjoyed, Is now withdrawn, and sent to
build a still house as a trap for * filthy luero,” and I fear the ruin
of many unwuiy mortals,

The Soclety bas in this place, mioreover, suffared in o vory re-
markat!s manter, by the removal of an immense number of its best
supporters, for as the Township fills up, many, with rising famil'es,
vetire backward, tu provide, at the enstest rate, settloments for them.,
Many others have gone to n still greater distance, aud-thus has the
army been often siugularly veduced. Illusteative of this, I may
observe, that at that timo we musteredas many as at theannual meet~
Ing in 1838, although we have been constantly advancing,  Still the
hand of the Liord has been with us, and when our comrades are calied
off to auother field, or laid Iow In death, others are stirred up to
step into the ranks,

In the spring of 1836, the snciety added to its constitution a
vider, for those who were disposed to taks the advance ground of
* Total Abstinence from all that can intoxicate;” and I find that
at a meeting, beld a month befure this became lnw, not fewer than
100 are reported as acting on the Total Abscinence principle.

But in short, the Anuual Meeting was held i few days ago,
when it appeared that the aspect-of-things was even more encour-
aging than at any former period. In 1838 the regular members
amounted to 336, during the year 21 had been expelied, or with-
drawy, or removed; and sill at the pregent-we master 840, pre-
senting an increase durlng the year bf 757 wmd thils too, during a
season, in which more than ever, Temperance abounded ; for
there were three companies of Militia statloned heve fag six months,
among whom, it is mclancholy to say, drinking-woddl business,
and their exanple was most lamentable in its effecty upon many.
In one respect, however, T believe good came out of this pvil-—some
had their eyes opened thereby, when ordinary excess had failed to
eifect it. ‘There were within three months four of these soldicrs
cut off, either fn intoxivation or by its immedinte effects:

Xt is most encouraging also to be able to state, that notwithstand.
ing surrounding temptation, it appears froin the Records, that
breaches of the Rules have been fewer, than during any former
year aud that the average of Tutal Abstinence memhers, is alsa
steadly on the tucrease.  The Committee closed thefr Repurt on the
abave occasion, by a very decided expression of the sthinulous de-
rived frama the prosperous state of things, to unwearied exertion in
the cause; and by urging others to conisider that ** were it supported
ay it deserves, it would soon, by the farce of opinion, inwlaite avery
drankard from the rest of sacicty, so that if they would go down to
misery and death, it would nut only bs aloxe, but as beacons o the
rising generation, uud as wementos of geatitude to many, whe in
the Temperance Society, as in'a house of Refuge, had escaped be-
yound the influence of the puthless destroyer.”

Befure the meeting broke up, nine niw members gave In thele
names, and a vesolution was unanimously carried to forward to tiwo
different perlodicals some ackount of the proceedings. It was alsa
agreed, that owing to the great benefit likely to result from such
a papér ns the Advocate, a subserdptibn should be raised to such
an extent, av at least to bring fifty copies into circulation, which
was done accordingly. _ Y am, Sir,” _ :

; A MEMBER.
BAY OF CHALEUR.
TO TWE EDITOR OF THE CAXADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE,

Srr,—You will .no daubt rejoice to kunow that a Society on the

Total Abgtinence principlo has beca established Sn tho Village of



