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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

¢ Why not master that appetite ?—You have the power.
Thousands have preved it.”

¢ Sir, I believe it. I have scen others as far reduced as
myself, restored and mads happy ; bnt you are the first who
has ever spoken to me upon the subject. and I had too
strong a passion for liquor to think ot a reformation myself.”

¢ Well, will you not now mnake the effort 2

¢« will. It has occupied my thouzhts during the whole
morning ; and now, in the presence of Alnizhty God, I

swear never again to touch the accursed thing which has
ruined me and made begzars of my family.”

Happy enough to hear this munly resolution, we returned
to the house with him, in due time we made the fact known
to the wife—and producinz a pledge, the whole fumly sign-
ed it upon the table which held the body of their dead
child !

The scene was an affecting one. Two years had
passed, when the incident was recailed to our mind by a
shake of the hand from a gentleman who was retarning

and more difficult, until at length, the sudden deprivation of the
accustom ' mdulgrence produces certain death.  In pronortion as
the wretehed vietnn comes under the power of the infatuating
drug, so s his abil ty tores st temptation lessatrong ; und debilita.
ted mn body us well as mimed, he 1s unable to earn h s usual pittance,
and not unfrequently sinks under the cravings of an appetite which
he 18 unable to gratity. Thus they may be seen, hanging ther
heads by the doors of the opram shops, which the hard-hearted
keepers, having flecced them of their all, will not permit them to
enter; and shut out fiom their own dwellings, cither by ungry re.
latives or rathless creditors, they die in the sircets unpiticd and
dspised, It would be well if the nich opium merchant were some.
Lunes present to witness such scenes as these, that he might be
aware how his wretched cus*omers terminate their course, and nee
where s speculations, in thousands of instances, end.  When the
issuc of this pernicious habit is not fatal, its tendencies are to
weaken the strength, and to undermine the constitution : while
the tune and property spent in this voluptuous indulgence, con.
stitute so inuch detructed from the wcalth and industry of the
country, and tend to plunre mto decper distress those weak and
dependent members of society, who are already scarcely able to

west with a stock of dry goods which he had just purchas-|

ed in New Yoik. It was the man who signed the tempe-
rance pledge by the body of his dead child.

STATE OF THE OPIUM TRADE IN CHINA PREVIOUS

subsist at all. In fuct, every opium smoker may calculate upon
:shortening his life ten years from the tune when he commences
the practice; vnc-halt of his phys:cal encrgics are roon gone ; one
third of his scanty carnings arc absorbed ; and fecling strengt® »nd
mcome both dinumshing, while the demands upon his resources
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!are increascd, he sccks to obtain by duphcity what he cannot cam

TO THE LATE WAR. by labeur, and thus his moral scnse becones blunted and his heart

By the Rev. W. H Medhurst, of t'e London Missionary Society . hardened, while lic plunges into the vortex of ruin, dragging with

It has been obeerved, that wherever Europeans coine in con- h:m his dep nd-nt relatives, and all within the sphere of his inflo.
tact with their less skilliul neighbaurs, and bring superior intelliclence.  Calealating, therefore, the shortened lives, the frequent
gence, enterprise, and, we may add, cupidity, to bear on the ' discases, and the actual starvation, which are the result of opum
tawny nations of the globe ; the result has been the gradual deeline ' smoking i China, we may venture to acsert, that this pernicious
and disappearance of the one before the other, t:ll the hardy and " drug annually destroys myriads of individuals.  No man of feeling
energetic white has tuken the place of his colored brother. In can sontemplate this fearful amount of misery and mortality, as
some places this has amounted to complete externination, and in resu'tng from the opiwn trade, without an mstinctive shudder.—
others the process is rapidly going forward, with the same gloomy ' But the most appalling fact of all is, that the trade is constantly
prospect.  Not onc of the ruce formerly inhabitng Newfoundlind ' increasing.
18 now in existence. ‘I'he sume may be said of the Caribs; while!  But is there no remedy ?  The Emperors of China have wisely
the Induns of North America, and the abongines of New Hol. and patriotically determincd, from the very moment they spied
land, wiil soon be in the condition of those wuhappy races. But tie onward march of thee threatened cvil, to denounce and resist
was it intclligence alone which enabled the wutored tribes to pre. 'it : and instead of adnutting it, on the paymemt of a duty, have,
vail over the untaught? Were not other micans gnployed, and "as rulers, resolutely refused to derive any profit from the vices of
did they not prove most lamentably suceessful 7 Was not the the people.  In the first year of the late Emperor, Kéa.king, 179,
rum cask called m to the aid of the scheming colonists, and did the introduction of opium was interdicted by lnw ; those who were
not the red man fall but too casy a prey 1o the insidwus allurement ? | found guilty of smoking it, were pilloricd and bambooed ; and the
Did not ardent spirits prove the ruin of the Indaas, undermining  venders and smugglers made liable to the severer penaltics of ban.
their encrgies, shortening their lives, and decreasing their numbrrs ! ishment and death.
All this is well known fuct, and wiil toon beecome matter of Insto..  Thus, as far as law goes, the government of China has, ostet.
ry. In China, territory is not sought, nor lunds coveted ; there sibly, done every thing in its power to check the growing evil;
Europeans do not wim at conquest or colonization ; they have no 'and one would imagme that threse regulations were sufficiently
need, therefore, to use an intoxicuting mediam, in order £ sub. 'severe to easure the entire exclusion of the article from the cmpire,
serve their designs of political intfuencze, and territorial eniirre- " Yet, in the year 1836, a Chincse officer, high in rank, prescated
ment.  The only inducement, that English merchunts ean hive a memornial to the Emperor, in which he tells him,
to lead them to carry on the opium trade in China, 1s the desire * ‘That, recently, the number of chests imported has exceeded
of gain; and yet that gain is so considerable as to draw them on 23,000, and that the sum paid, annually, excecds cleven millions
with increasing eugerness in its purcuit. It is with them not a of dollurs. Within the lust few years. ge adds, forcign ships havo
means to an cnd, but the end itsclf 5 they do not contemplate the visited all the ports along the coast, from Canton, us far as Chioese
wasting away of the population in cansequence of the traffic, and Tartary, for the purpcse of disposing of their opium, and theugh
yet the terrible efftcts of the traffic may be the same as though the local znthorities immediately expelled them, yet the quantity
they did contemplate 1t.  Fuéts induce us to believe that it 1= e0. clundestinely sold, is by no mcans small. The forcigners have,
Those who grow and scll the drug, winle they profit by the sp:cu- besidvs, a depot jor opium at Lintin, in the entrance of the Canton
lation, would do well to follow the consumer into the hausts of river, where they have seven or eight large vessels, called receiv.
vice, and mark the wretchedness, poverty, discase, and death ing ships, anchered all the year round. In Canton, the native
which follow e indulgence ; for did they but know the thousandih brokers pay the price of the opium to the forcign merchants, when
part of the evils resulting from it, they would not, they could not, they obtain orders for the drug from the receiving ships.  They
continuc {0 engage i tne transaction. . Provious to the year 1795, have also convays, plying up and down the river, which are ealled
opium was admitted into China on the pavment of a dnty, when fast-crabs, and scrambling-dragons. These are well.armed, with
a few hundred chcsts annually were imporied.  Since that time, guns and pikes, and manued with desperate fellows, who go, asif
the drug has been openly interdicted, and yet clandostinely infro. they had wings. All the cus.om-houses and miltary station
duced, at the rate of 20,000 chests annnallv, which costs the which they pass, arc licrally stopped with bribes; and if they
Chinese four millions of pounds etg. every year. Thesquantity, at 20 chanee to meet any of the armed cruisers, the smugglers do o
grains per day for each individual, would be sufficicnt to demo. scruple to come to'an engagement, and bloodshed and slaughter
ralize nearly threc millions of persons. When the habit is once ‘cnsuc. The governor of Canton lately sent a naval officer, with
formed, 1t grows till it Lecoines inveterate ; discontinuance is more 2 sufficient ‘orce, and captured a boat ladon with opium,



