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the perversion of them. ¢ \Vhat shall we say
taen? Shall we continse in sin that grace may
abound? Gud furbid.”

From the doctrine of human depravity, alse,
conclusions of the most absurd nature have been
drawn. Some have imagined that sin which s
natural to us, deserves no punishment. The
mournful falls of David, Peter, snd other eminent
saints, recorded for the caution of believers, have
been employed for the encouragement of the sin-
ner. ‘The penitent malefartor gave the noblest
testimony to the truth and importance of the gos
pel ; vet how many have perverted this example
of lute repentance to their own ruin !

Erroncous conclusions have also been deawn
from detached expressions,  “¢There is no respect
of persutts with Gull.”  [lence svme argne agawst
the doctrine of election. DBut this text refers lo
Gol, not as a sovereign dispenser of fuvours, but
as a judre, and means that he wall deal with mea
with strict impartiality, without regard to ther
nation, rank, or wealti. A jadge, dispensing the
Jaw, must have no respect of persons ; he must
luak, not to the person, but to the facts. But none
can deny that tius very judge hasaright to con-
fer his favours and dispease his alins to whomso-
ever he will. To do 2 kunduess to some is surely no
injustice to others, when none had the least clain
on his gooduess.

8. Scripture is perverted by wmisapplication.
Many parts of the word of God were at first ad.
dressed to pasticular persons, churches or nations;
other parts were composed on some special occa-
sion, and wtended for some special purpose 3 aud
hence much cvil has been done by rashly apply-
jng these portious to thigs quite different from
those intended by the lalv Spurit. “Thas, in the
33th and 831 chapters of Bzekicl, repentance and
reformation are spoken aof as the means of procur-
ing God's favour. But these passages do not
treat of the metitorions ground of justification ;
and hence the conclasion is false that repentance
and amcudwicut are the canses of salvation,  Amain,
many of the pronuses under the Jewish dispensa-
tion refer to the temporal covenant made wih
Isracl as a nation, and not to the eternal covenant
of grace.

There is another kind of misapplication—sup-
posing that things have no application to our case,
which really have. The munerous exhortations
to self demal, to come forth from the cvil warld,
to endure hardship, to exercise watchfuluess, for-
titude and caurage, have beea said 10 appiv only
to the first Chiristians  and the persceutions they
endured from the pagan world. The strong s
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sertions intie prophets and Psalms rezarding tho
lepravity of human nature, huve been alleged to
tpply only to the corruptions of the Jewish church
und natwm m these agos.  The cautions against
self nighteousness have been said to apply only to
the Pharisees, and the iujunctions agawst idolatey
ouly to the Gentiles and Pagans, forgetting that
allare by nature Pharisces and idolaters.  Again,
the exhortations so often foundin the Epistles, to
to devote our gifts and talents to the glory of
God and the benefit of man, have been said to refer
to the extraordinary gifts of miraclesand tongues,
And, to mention 1o more, the obligations of kings
and rulers, to maintain, defend, and cherish the
service and worship of Gud, are gravely affirmed to
haveceased along with the Jewish dispensation—as
if God had then also ceased to be the King of
Kings and Liord of Liords,

Ouc fertile sonrce of deception is the misapplis
cation of parables. Few of these beautiful por-
twns of the word of God have escaped this destruc-
tive process. The parable of the prodigal san,and
of the servant who was freely furgiven his debt,
havebeen used as arguments aganst the atonement,
Fhe parable of the rich man and Lazarus has been
supposed by some to favour the opinion that pov-
erty and hardship in thus life will form a ground of
acceptauce, and a plea for mercy m the world to
come. Tite command of the king to his servants,

Jto compel them to come to the feast, has been con-

strued into an argwnent for persecution, and cou-
version by fire and sword. .

Great is the guilt and danger of thus perverting
the scriptures.  The corruption of the best things
is the warst ; the wore excellent the use, the more
peenicious is the abuse.  Many consult the Bible
as Balaam cousulted God—not to know his will,
hut to gain the ganction of his authority to their
fully aud their vice.  And as this is sinful, so it ig
very dangerous.  Think not as many do that it
will form acomplete excuse for all our mstakes,
that so we understood the scriptures.  For if this
principle is once allowed, where shall westop? If
aue nian believes that God's destroying both body
and soul in hell siguifies the destruction of all ex-
istence, iFanother thinks that the words cternaly
averlasting, forever, wean only a certan period of
time, are we to suppose that the laws of the unis
versey and the counsels of God are to be altered or
set aside, lest these persons should suffer the con-
sequences of thewr mistake 7 The Spirit operates
by incaus of the word 3 if a soul s to be saved, it
must be done, not without and agamst, but with
and by the word.  That Davine Spirit who is the
author of the DBible, is also the ouly interpreter
«who canopento us its true meaniog, and save us
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