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will allow, in order the more effectually to ce- )
ment together, and unite ali classes of citizensn *
mutual affection. Yet we cannot dissemble that;
faith and morals are exposed and endangered by ;
objectinnable associations. AH societies are 1o

be shunned by whatseever name they may be

ealled, the objects whereof are not distinctly de- .
clared, and wherein the solemnity of an oath,

orany corresponding engagewent, is emploved to

veil the ends of the association, or its proceed-

ings, {rom the public eye. It is plainly a rash

use of the name of God, where the object for

which it is cinployed is not disuinctiy understood;

and since all just objects may he openly avowed

and pursued, the mantle of secrecy i1s needlessiy

thrown around them. We wouid not judge un-’
kindly of any body ot wen, or of any individuals,
professing to have in view objects of philanthropy
and mutual aid : L2 we cannot conceal our ap-
preheasions that by assuming mere natural prins
ciples as their guide they insensibly prepare
themeselves for discarding revealed religion, so
that some find themselves divested of faith, before
they were consciousof the teadeney and intlu-
ence the society with which they connected them-
selves. We, therefore, feel ourselves bound to
renew thus solemnly our zdmonitions to all who
claim to be membess of the Chnreis, and to re- .
mind them of the scveral decrees of the sovercign
pontiffs in regard to sccret societies, and to de-
clare anew that sacramental absolutier cannet bz *
Jawfully or validly imparted to persons contint-
ing to profrss themselves members of such  seei-

ties. We conjure ali our chuldren in Chnist by

his tender mescies, to shun all such associations,

and through no consideration of interest or fear, *
to continde in aconunectinnso opposed to the

positive laws of the Church, and so dangerousto

the integrity of faith. The privileges of mem-
bership in the greai sociely of the faithful are

granted on condition of obedience to the laws of

the Church ; and are forfeited when =2cis are

dane to wkich the penalty of privation 1s attache

ed.

In calling ea you, brethren, to acoid those dans
gerous associations, we mean noi to weakea, but
tostrengthen, your sacial relations tovour feilow
citizens gencrally.  No difference of religious
sentiment varies the eternal rules of jusuee ; no
Crrofs, or ¢ven crimes, deprive any one of his
claims on vour charity, in virtue of the law of
Jim who said, ¥ Iave vour enemics: do good to
them What hate yeu o bless them that curse gou,
and pray for them that persecute and calumniate
you.” * 1fat be possible,’ says the apostle, “as
much as i you lics, have prace with all men.” -
« Do goad to all men,”” and if especially to those
who are of the houschold of the futh, yet to
others likewise,with sincereeffectual heneficence.
To you we lrast far the practical refutation of all
those atrucious calumnitics which deluded men, |
severally orin odious combinations, constandy
circalate by every possible means against our

, as the servands of God.

holy religion. Your strict integrity in the daily
concerns of life, your fidelty in the fulfilment of-
ali engagements, your peaeeful demeanour, your
cbedience to the laws, vourrespect for the public
functicnaries, your uneafiected exercice ot charity
in the many occasiens which the miseries and
sufferings of our fellow-men present; in fine,
your sincere virtue will confound those vain men
whose ingenuity and industry nre exerted to cast
sust ition on our princ.,les, and evoke ngainst us
a'l .he worst passions of hwman nature. [let,
th. n, your entire deportment be good, *¢ that
whereas they spenk against you asevil-doers, con-
sidering you by your good works, they may glo-
rify Godin the dav of visitation. For so 1s tho
will of God, that by doing wellyou may. put to
silence the ignorance of foolish men. Whilst
youjustiy prize the civil rights which you enjoy
1n comunon with your fellow-citizens, be mindful
of the allegiance which you awe to the King of
Lings and L.ord of lords. Give o God what. be-
langs to God,the homage of enlightened faith,and
the cheerful obedience of your wills. * As tree,
and not as making liberty a cloak of malice, but
(1 Peterii. 16.)

The enormous evils of intempesance, which ne
tongue can pourtray, have given oocarion te tire
adoption of aremedy apparently extreme. Mils
lions in Ireland, and many thousands in this
country, have publicly pledged themselves to 2b-
stain trom the use o) all intoxicating liguors. We
cannot butapprove the determination taken by
such as have had the nusfortune to contract this
dreadful vice : for we have rarely seen tue
drunkard reclaimed. except by the total abandone< -
ment of the accasion of his sin; we also highiy
applavd the generous charity and zeal of such as
tarougih compassion for the unfortunate, have.
stepped forward to share with themn the privauan,
butwe deemit rught o guard against the possi-
ble abure af sn exccllent an institution. It must
be distinctly underi-aad and avowed, that the
modetate use of wine or of 2ny other liguor is,
of itself pesfectly Jawful, singe ¢ every creature
of Gad 15 good, and nothing is to be tejected
waich is received with thanksgiving, for it is
sanclified by the waord of God ond prayer.” (L
T av. 4. It would not be advisable to impose
or to assume generally the obligation of  total
abstinence, since. considering human {railty, it
might become a snare of souls, and change &
lawfzl act into sir, and add o the sung of con~
scicace the tesrar of despair. We will, therefore,
tha the pledge usuaily made be regarded asa re-
solution, which whilst it affords tc those who.
tzhe it the advantages of mutual cxamples and
praycis, imposes no new moral obligatian, so that
the person who shunid fail in :ts ohservance,
sins only by execss, or by taposing himself to

, danger in consequence of his peculizr fmilty.

I, . cach one at the same time Temenher. that it
is only throngh the grace ot Jesus Christ thag, |,
we can cficctually overcomo (emptation and:



